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Vizija Polekola je drustvo u kojoj se priroda postuje kao ravnopravna a ne resurs koji se eksploatise. Drustvo ljudi koji
saraduju a ne koji se takmice u eksploataciji. Drustvo u kojem se prevazilazi racunica profita a stavlja naglasak na
dobrobit svih. Za nas je priroda zajedni¢ko dobro svih koji od tog dobra direktno zavise.

Polekol je zagovaracka i aktivisticka organizacija civilnog drustva prepoznatljiva u javnosti po okupljanju razlicitih inici-
jativa, ali i po pokretanju sopstvenih inicijativa usmerenih na zastitu zivotne sredine, prirode i prirodnih dobara, kao i po
promociji zelenih vrednosti (i drustvenih praksi) fokusiranih na dobrobit ljudi i prirode.

Polekol ima izgraden proces podrske lokalnim i regionalnim inicjativama, organizacijama i gradanima. Takode, ok-
uplja strucnjake i struénjakinje koji su sposobni da produkuju politike koje dalje usmeravaju drustvo u oblasti zastite
zivotne sredine, prirode i prirodnih dobara.

Vazan deo rada Polekola je i edukacija o zelenim politikama, razvoj teorijskih postavki i narativa koji vode ka odrzi-
vosti celog drustva.

Vrednosti Polekol se oslanjaju na:

EkoloSku mudrost Demokratiju i participativnost Socijalnu pravdu

The vision of Polekol is a society in which nature is respected as an equal and not a resource to be exploited. A soci-
ety of people who cooperate and not compete in exploitation. A society in which the calculation of profit is overcome
and which emphasizes the well-being of all. For us, nature is the common good of all who directly depend on it.

Polekolis an advocacy and activist civil society organization recognized by the public for gathering various initiatives
and for launching its own initiatives aimed at protecting the environment, nature and natural resources, as well as for
the promotion of green values (and social practices) focused on the well-being of people and nature.

Polekol has a built-in process of supporting local and regional initiatives, organizations and citizens. It also brings
together experts who are capable of producing policies that further guide society in the area of environmental pro-
tection, nature and natural resources.

An important part of Polekol's work is education about green policies, the development of theoretical assumptions
and narratives that lead to the sustainability of the entire society.

Polekol values are based on:

Environmental wisdom Democracy and participation Social justice




Uvod

Godina 2025. je bila jos jedna godina koja nam je kolektivno pokazala da
promene u zastiti prirodnih dobara i odbrane javnhog interesa ne nastaju niti

daju rezultate preko noci.

One sazrevaju kroz posvecenost i znanje, solidarnost i
zajednicko delovanje. Kroz inicijativu Pravo na vodu
nastavili smo da ukazujemo na sistemske probleme u
vodosnabdevanju, klimatske izazove i sve veci priti-
sak za privatizaciju i komercijalizaciju vode. Paralelno,
kroz Mrezu Zena za prirodu i zastitu Zivotne sredine
nastavili smo da osnazujemo saradnju zena iz razlicitih
lokalnih borbi, gradeci prostor solidarnosti, razmene
znanja i zajednickog delovanja. Nasa istrazivanja, pravne
i javnopoliticke intervencije i saradnja sa naucnom za-
jednicom doprineli su i Sirem razumevanju posledica
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ekstraktivistickih projekata koji ugrozavaju vodu, bio-
diverzitet i lokalne zajednice. Istovremeno, zajedno sa
gradanima, aktivistima i strucnjacima branili smo reke,
pokretali javne debate i pokazivali da zastita prirode
mora biti deo javnih politika i demokratskog odlucivanja.
Ovaj godisnjak belezi godinu u kojoj su se znanje, soli-
darnost i lokalne borbe spojile u proces postepenog, ali
nepovratnog sazrevanja promene.

Introduction

The year 2025 was another year that collectively reminded us that change
in the protection of natural resources and the defense of the public interest
does not emerge or produce results overnight.

It matures through dedication and knowledge, solidar-
ity, and collective action. Through the Right to Water
initiative, we continued to highlight systemic problems
in water supply, the growing challenges posed by cli-
mate change, and increasing pressure toward the pri-
vatization and commercialization of water. At the same
time, through the Women for Nature and Environmen-
tal Protection Network, we continued strengthening
cooperation among women involved in different local
struggles, building a space for solidarity, knowledge ex-
change, and collective action. Our research, legal and
public policy interventions, and cooperation with the
scientific community also contributed to a broader un-

Sazrevanje promene / The Ripening of Change

derstanding of the consequences of extractivist proj-
ects that threaten water, biodiversity, and local commu-
nities. At the same time, together with citizens, activists,
and experts, we defended rivers, initiated public de-
bates, and demonstrated that the protection of nature
must be an integral part of public policy and democratic
decision-making. This yearbook records a year in which
knowledge, solidarity, and local struggles came togeth-
er in a process of gradual but irreversible maturation of
change.
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Pravo
na vodu

Pravo na vodu je inicijativa Polekola koja se bori za zastitu vodnih
dobaraizagovara judsko pravo navodu, kao pravo svakog pojedinca
na Cistu, pijacu vodu na neprofitnoj osnovi. Zalazemo se za potpunu
obustavu izgradnje malih hidroelektrana u Srbiji. Zelimo da Srbija
primeni integralni pristup u upravljanju vodama. Poveéavamo
znanje, ulazemo u obrazovanje i stvaramo prostor za diskusiju o
najboljem nacinu resavanja problema otpadnih voda. Zahtevamo
veci stepen de fakto zastite obala od gradnje i uzurpacije. Trazimo
odrzivo koris¢enje lekovitih i pitkih voda koje moraju biti javno dobro.

Right to
Water

Right to Water is a Polekol initiative that aims to protect water com-
mons and advocates for the human right to water as the right of ev-
ery individual to clean, safe drinking water provided on a non-profit
basis. We call for a complete halt to the construction of small hydro-
power plants in Serbia. We advocate for Serbia to adopt an integrat-
ed approach to water management. We seek to increase knowledge,
invest in education, and create space for public discussion on the
most effective ways to address wastewater challenges. We demand
a higher level of de facto protection of riverbanks from construction
and appropriation. We also advocate for the sustainable use of me-
dicinal and drinking waters, which must remain a public good.

Sazrevanje promene / The Ripening of Change
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2.2.2025.

Svetski dan vlaznih stanista na Bari
Reva

Svakog 2. februara Svetski dan vlaznih stanista inicijativa Pra-
vo na vodu obelezava u gostima kod udruzenja Bela Caplja
na bari Reva na levoj obali Dunava. Ove godine, zajedno sa
Balkanskim centrom za prava prirode razgovarali smo sa pos-
etiocima o tome Sta znace prava prirode u kontekstu ocuvanja
vlaznih stanista i o tome kako bolje zastiti reke.

World Wetlands Day at the Reva pond

Every February 2nd the Right to Water initiative celebrates
World Wetlands Day as a guest of Bela Caplja (The White Her-
on) association on the Bara Reva, on the left bank of the Dan-
ube River. This year, together with the Balkan Center for the
Rights of Nature, we talked with the visitors about what the
rights of nature mean in the context of preserving wetlands
and how to better protect rivers.

B

C \I/
==

12.2.2025.

OJT u Zajecaru na prijavu Polekola
pokrenulo istragu zbog nelegalnog
iskopavanja peska i Sljunka u Crnom
Timoku u Zajecaru

Nelegalno iskopavanje peska i Sljunka na Crnom Timoku je
unistilo deo recnog korita i obale, i narusilo staniste zasticenih
vrsta. Ekoloske posledice su katastrofalne.

Polekol je podneo krivicnu prijavu Osnovnom javhom tuzilast-
vu (OJT) u Zajecaru protiv za sada nepoznatih pocinilaca,
zbog ostecenja zivotne sredine i eksploatacije recnih nanosa.
Podneli smo i predstavke Vodnoj inspekciji i Inspekciji zastite
zivotne sredine, kako bi postupile u okviru svojih nadleznosti.

Takode, Polekol je podneo Misljenje na zahtev za odlucivanje i
potrebu izrade Studije o proceni uticaja na zivotnu sredinu pre-
duzeca Plastomet, upucen Ministarstvu zastite zivotne sredine
za projekat vadenja re€nog nanosa na uscu Zlotske reke u Crni
Timok kod Sumrakovca, i trazio da se ovaj zahtev odbaci sto je
na kraju i bio ishod postupka.

The Basic Public Prosecutor’s Office
in Zajecar launched an investigation
into the illegal mining of sand and
gravel on Crni Timok river following
Polekol’s report

Illegal mining of sand and gravel on Crni Timok destroyed part
of the river bed and coast, and damaged the habitat of protect-
ed species. The environmental consequences are catastrophic.

Polekol submitted a criminal complaint to the Basic Public
Prosecutor's Office (OJT) in Zajecar against the as yet unknown
perpetrators, due to environmental damage and exploitation of
river sediments. We also submitted petitions to the Water In-
spectorate and the Inspectorate for Environmental Protection,
so that they would act within their competences.

Also, Polekol submitted an Opinion on a Request for decision
and the need to prepare a Study on environmental impact as-
sessment of the company Plastomet, addressed to the Ministry
of Environmental Protection for the project of extracting river
sediment at the mouth of the Zlotska river in the Crni Timok
near Sumrakovac, and requested that this request be rejected,
which was ultimately the outcome of the procedure.

Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet / Right to Water and Biodiversity 11
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19 - 21.3.2025.

Polekol odrzao predavanje na
struénom seminaru o zastiti Zivotne
sredine koji je organizovao Ustavni
sud BiH

Polekolov pravni savetnik Strahinja Maci¢ odrzao je predavan-
je na temu Ucesce javnosti u donosenju odluka od znacaja
za zivotnu sredinu u medunarodnom pravu i domacoj praksi
na struénom seminaru ,Zastita Zivotne sredine s fokusom na
praksu Evropskog suda za ljudska prava“. Predavanje je obuh-
vatilo oblike u¢esca javnosti, tj, pravo na pristup informacijama
od znacaja za zivotnu sredinu, pravo na ucesce u donosenju
ekoloskih propisa i odluka i pravo na pravnu zastitu. Navedena
prava su bila sagledana iz ugla medunarodnog prava, a domet
i nacin njihove primene je ilustrovan primerima iz prakse i rada
sa lokalnim zajednicama.

Polekol held a lecture at an expert
seminar on environmental protection
organized by the Constitutional Court
of Bosnia and Herzegovina

Legal adviser Strahinja Maci¢ held a lecture on the topic of
Public participation in decision-making of importance for the
environment in international law and domestic legal practice
at the professional seminar “Environmental protection with a
focus on the practice of the European Court of Human Rights”.
The lecture covered forms of public participation, ie, the right
to access information of importance for the environment, the
right to participate in the adoption of environmental regula-
tions and decisions, and the right to legal protection. The men-
tioned rights were contextualised in international law, and the
scope and manner of their application was illustrated by exam-
ples from practice and work with local communities.

==

25.2.2025.

Upuceni Predlozi i primedbe na Nacrt
Prostornog plana opstine Bogati¢

Polekol je u okviru javnog uvida predlozio znatno vece ko-
riscenje geotermalne energije za toplifikaciju i druge ener-
getske potrebe kao alternativu oslanjanju na planiranu gasifik-
aciju. Radi obnove i zastite priobalja Drine i Save degradiranih
prekomernim iskopavanjem Sljunka, kao i manjih vodotoka
(Zasavica, Jerez, Batar, Bitva) ugrozenih intenzivnom poljop-
rivredom, trazeno je uspostavljanje zelenih zastitnih pojaseva
uz ove reke. Dati su predlozi za unapredenje rada planiranih
PPOV i za upravljanje otpadnim muljem Ssto je bio previd
obradivaca plana. Najvaznije, Polekol je zahtevao da se poveca
broj domacinstava prikljucenih na vodovodnu mrezu.

We submitted Proposals and
comments on the Draft Spatial Plan of
the Municipality of Bogatic

During the public review, Polekol proposed significantly greater
use of geothermal energy for heating and other energy needs
as an alternative to relying on the planned gasification. In order
to restore and protect the shores of the Drina and Sava river
degraded by excessive gravel mining, as well as smaller water-
courses (Zasavica, Jerez, Batar, Bitva) threatened by intensive
agriculture, the establishment of green protective belts along
these rivers is requested. Proposals were made to improve the
operation of the planned WWTP and for the management of
waste sludge, which was an oversight by the planners. Most
importantly, Polekol demanded that the number of households
connected to the water network be increased.

Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet / Right to Water and Biodiversity 13
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9.3.2025.
Potoc¢ni rak u odbrani Ratajske reke

Kao deo kampanje za zastitu reka Prijepolja, Polekol je uradio
duhoviti video koji poziva na akciju. Strahinja Maci¢ napisao je
epske stihove o potoc¢nom raku i njegovoj borbi za ocuvanje
reke. U saradniji sa aktivistima Tijanom Petrovi¢, Galom Salipur i
Fedorom Borovicem kroz stihove i kadrove iz poznatih filmova
je prirodi dat novi zivot i glas, da pozovu gradane Srbije, ali i
nadlezne institucije da stanu u odbranu Ratajske reke na kojoj
je planirana mini hidroelektrana.

Brook crab in the defense of the
Ratajska river

As part of the campaign to protect the rivers of Prijepolje, Pole-
kol made a humorous video calling for action. Strahinja Macic
wrote epic verses about crayfish and his fight for the preser-
vation of the river. In cooperation with activists Tijana Petrovic, [
Gal Salipur and Fedor Porovi¢, nature was given a new life and i 1

-
voice through verses and frames from famous films, to invite l A A .
the citizens of Serbia, as well as the competent institutions, to a caM n“la 4’.
MHBECTMTORE, .

stand in defense of the Ratajska River, where the mini-hydro-
electric power plant is planned.

14 Godisnjak / Yearbook 2025

6 \I/
==

12.3.2025.

Zalba Bernskoj konvenciji zbog

izgradnje MHE na Studenici
Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet

Organizacija za politicku ekologiju Polekol je uputila zalbu
Bernskoj konvenciji, upozoravajuci da c¢e izgradnjom male hi-
droelektrane Gradina na reci Studenici biti ugrozena zasticena
stanista i vrste od medunarodnog znaca. Studenica je krvotok
Parka prirode Golija i Rezervata biosfere Golija-Studenica, koji
od 2001. godine uziva zastitu Uneska i kandidat je za Emerald
podrucje Golija.

Srbija nema luksuz da se igra sudbinom svojih zasti¢enih po-
drucja. Treba da tezi ostvarivanju ciljeva koje je sama sebi za-
dala i onima na koje se obavezala medunarodnim sporazumi-
ma. Umesto da se povrsine pod zastitom devastiraju, one bi sa
sadasnjih oko 9% trebalo da se prosire na 30% teritorije drzave.

Complaint to the Berne Convention
regarding the construction of the HPP
on the Studenica river

Polekol sent a complaint to the Berne Convention, warning that
the construction of the small hydroelectric plant Gradina on
the river Studenica will endanger protected habitats and spe-
cies of international importance. Studenica is the lifeblood of
the Golija Nature Park and the Golija-Studenica Biosphere Re-
serve, which has been protected by UNESCO since 2001 and is
a candidate for the Emerald area of Golija.

Serbia does not have the luxury to risk its protected areas. It
should strive to achieve the goals it has set for itself and those to
which it has committed itself through international agreements.
Instead of devastation of protected areas, they should be ex-
panded from the current 9% to 30% of the country's territory.


https://polekol.org/2025/03/09/potocni-rak-u-odbranu-ratajske/
https://polekol.org/2025/03/12/srbija-radi-privatne-koristi-investitora-unistava-svoju-priroduod-medjunarodnog-znacaja/
https://polekol.org/2025/03/12/srbija-radi-privatne-koristi-investitora-unistava-svoju-priroduod-medjunarodnog-znacaja/
https://polekol.org/2025/03/12/srbija-radi-privatne-koristi-investitora-unistava-svoju-priroduod-medjunarodnog-znacaja/
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23.3.2025.

Tribina ,,Voda: Izvor profita ili izvor
Zivota?“ - Studentski Kulturni Centar

Beograd

Povodom Svetskog dana voda inicijativa Pravo na vodu je or-
ganizovala tribinu u saradnji sa Oslobodenim Studentskim
kulturnim centrom, postavljajuci kljucna pitanja o dostupnosti
pijace vode, komercijalizaciji i privatizaciji ovog javnog dobra.

Razgovarali smo o vaznost lokalnih, nacionalnih, regionalnih i
globalnih ekoloskih borbi i izgradnji solidarnosti medu razlicitim
drustvenim grupama koje na razlicite nacine pogada zagaden-
je, privatizacija i prekomerna eksploatacija vode. Naglaseno je
da je voda iz vodovoda u vecem delu Srbije ispravna za pice,
ali da pitanje poverenja u institucije cesto usmerava gradane
ka flasiranoj vodi - koja je visestruko skuplja, bez dodatnih
zdravstvenih benefita. Takode je istaknuto da je voda osnovno
ljudsko pravo koje sve cesce postaje predmet trzisnih interesa.
Posebno je ukazala na rastuci problem uzurpacije vodnih do-
bara i privatizacije kroz javno-privatna partnerstva.

O temi su govorili: Dr Aleksandar Stevanovic¢ — doktor socijalne med-

icine, Iskra Krsti¢ - istraZivacica Polekola, Zaklina Zivkovié - élanica
inicijative Pravo na vodu. Panel je moderirala Miroslava Nikolic.
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Tribune “Water: Source of profit or
source of life?” — Student Cultural
Center, Belgrade

On the occasion of World Water Day, the Right to Water initia-
tive organized a forum in cooperation with the Liberated Stu-
dent Cultural Center, asking key questions about the availabil-
ity of drinking water, the commercialization and privatization of
this public good.

We discussed the importance of local, national, regional and
global environmental struggles and building solidarity among
different social groups affected in different ways by pollution,
privatization and overexploitation of water. It was emphasized
that the water from the water supply system in most of Serbia is
suitable for drinking, but that the issue of trust in institutions of-
ten directs citizens towards bottled water - which is many times
more expensive, without additional health benefits. It was also
pointed out that water is a basic human right that is increas-
ingly becoming the subject of market interests. She particularly
pointed to the growing problem of usurpation of water resourc-
es and privatization through public-private partnerships.

The speakers were Dr Aleksandar Stevanovic — doctor of social
medicine, Iskra Krsti¢ - Polekol researcher, Zaklina Zivkovi¢ -
member of the Right to Water initiative. The panel was moder-
ated by Miroslava Nikolic.
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https://polekol.org/2025/03/26/svetski-dan-voda-u-oslobodjenom-skc-u/

https://polekol.org/2025/03/26/svetski-dan-voda-u-oslobodjenom-skc-u/

https://polekol.org/2025/03/26/svetski-dan-voda-u-oslobodjenom-skc-u/


24.3.2025.

Javne politike i vodna pravda u §Vetlu
finansijalizacije vode, Madrid, Spanija

U Kongresu Spanije je povodom Svetskog dana vode izvréna
direktorka Polekola Iva Markovi¢ govorila na skupu Ujedinjenih
nacija. Ispred Narodnog pokreta za vodu ciji je Pravno na vodu
Clan, sa svetskim ekspertima i Specijalnim UN izvestiocem za
ljudska prava na pitku vodu, Pedrom Arohom, Markovic je gov-
orila o opasnostima privatizacije i komercijalizacije vode.

Cilj manifestacije posvecene javnim politikama i vodnoj pravdi
bio je da se osvetle veze izmedu vode i ekonomije, a narocito
procesi komercijalizacije i finansijalizacije, ¢iji je znacaj istaknut
u izvestajima specijalnih izvestilaca UN za ljudska prava na pit-
ku vodu i sanitaciju.
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Public policies and water consumption
in the light of water financialization,
Madrid, Spain

In the Congress of Spain, on the occasion of World Water Day,
the executive director of Polekol Iva Markovi¢ spoke at the
United Nations meeting. In front of the People's Movement for
Water, of which Pravno na vodu is a member, with world ex-
perts and the UN Special Rapporteur for human rights to drink-
ing water, Pedro Arojo, Markovi¢ spoke about the dangers of
privatization and commercialization of water.

The goal of the event dedicated to public policies and water
justice was to shed light on the connections between water
and the economy, especially the processes of commercial-
ization and financialization, the importance of which was high-
lighted in the reports of the UN special rapporteurs for human
rights to drinking water and sanitation.

25.3.2025.

Obilazak svih MHE i vodozahvata na
podrucju Parka prirode Golija

Polekolov pravni savetnik Strahinja Macic je zajedno sa aktivis-
tima Spasimo Studenicu u jednom danu obisao sve mini hidro-
elektrane i vodozahvate koji se nalaze na teritoriji Parka prirode
Golija radi dokumentovanja stanja na terenu. Materijal je isko-
ris¢en za pisanje predstavki nadleznim inspekcijama i trazenje
inspekcijskog nadzora.

Visit of all HPPs and water intakes in
the Golija Nature Park

Polekol's legal advisor, Strahinja Macic, together with the activ-
ists of Save Studenica, visited all the mini-hydroelectric plants
and water intakes located on the territory of the Golija Na-
ture Park in one day in order to document the situation on the
ground. The material was used to write petitions to competent
inspections and request inspection supervision.
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27.3.2025.

Apel naucne zajednice za oCuvanje
reke Studenice

U okviru dugogodisSnje borbe za ocuvanje reke Studenice,
Polekol je u martu uspesno inicirao izradu i objavu pisma po-
drske naucne zajednice za ocuvanje reke od izgradnje mini hi-
droelektrana. Pismo je dobilo podrsku preko 250 naucnika koji
su se ostro usprotivili izgradnji minihdro elektrane Gradina S4
na ovoj reci, koja pripada i Parku prirode Golija.

U saradnji sa Institutom za bioloska istrazivanja “Sinisa Stan-
kovic" i dr Markom Mir€¢om izradeni su naucni argumenti koji
govore o stetnim i nepovratnim efektima koje bi elektrane Gra-
dina S4 imala na veliki broj retkih, reliktnih, zasticenih, strogo
zasticenih i endemicnih vrsta biljaka i Zivotinja i njihovo staniste.

Appeal of the scientific community for
the preservation of the Studenica river

Within the long-term struggle for the preservation of the Stu-
denica river Polekol successfully initiated the drafting and pub-
lication of a letter of support from the scientific community for
the preservation of the river from the construction of mini-hy-
droelectric plants in March. The letter was supported by over
250 scientists who strongly opposed the construction of the
Gradina S4 minihydro power plant on this river, which also be-
longs to the Golija Nature Park.

In cooperation with the Institute for Biological Research "Sinisa
Stankovic” and Dr Marko Mir¢, scientific arguments were pre-
pared, exposing the harmful and irreversible effects that the
Gradina S4 power plant would have on a large number of rare,
relict, protected, strictly protected and endemic species of
plants and animals and their habitat.

4.4.2025.

Mapa mini hidroelektrane — reka
Studenica

Objavilismo mapu izgradenih i planiranih MHE na reci Studenici,
kako bismo priblizili Sirem stanovnistvu koliko je ovih projeka-
ta planirano i informisali ih o ve¢ nastalim i onim potencijalnim
posledicama ukoliko bi se sve mini hidroelektrane sagradile.

Map of the small hydropower plant -
Studenica River

We have published a map of the built and planned small hy-
dropower plants (SHPPs) on the Studenica River in order to
make it clear to the wider public how many of these projects
are planned and to inform them about the impacts that have
already occurred, as well as the potential consequences if all
the mini hydropower plants were to be constructed.
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13.4.2025.

OdrZan je zbor u US¢u — MeStani su
protiv svih MHE na Studenici!

Sredinom aprila je investitor MHE Gradina S4 na reci Studenici
dobio dozvolu za izradu urbanistickog projekta. S4 Gradina je
jedna od tri planirane MHE koje ¢e u slucaju realizacije unistiti
reku i njen biodiverzitet, onemogucavajuci ljudima da je koriste
za navodnjavanje i proizvodnju hrane.

Na zboru gradana odrzanom u Domu kulture “Studenica® u
UScu, vise od 200 mestana, uz snaznu podrsku vise od 100
predstavnika ekoloskih organizacija i inicijativa iz celog regio-
na, jednoglasno je porucilo: NE mini hidroelektranama na reci
Studenici i Sirem podrucju njenog sliva.

Zbor gradana UsSca sazvan je oslanjajuci se na pravo gradana
Mesne zajednice Us¢e da donosi odluke u njihovom delokru-
gu, propisano Zakonom o lokalnoj samoupravi. Cak 10% sta-
novnistva Usca koji je prisustvovao Zboru pokazao je visok nivo
svesti 0 znacaju ocuvanja reka i kulturno-prirodne bastine, jas-
no porucujuci da je voda zajednicko dobro koje ne sme biti zrt-
vovano zarad kratkoro¢nog profita. Ohrabruje i Cinjenica da su
stanovnici okolnih mesnih zajednica iskazali zelju da slican zbor
organizuju u svojim sredinama i da se povezu u savez mesnih
zajednica koji bi delovao na ovoj i drugim temama.

Zbor u Uscu jos jednom je pokazao snagu lokalne zajednice
kada je rec o odbrani javnog interesa - borba za reku Studeni-
cu traje, i ovaj dan ce ostati upisan kao vazna tacka u toj borbi.
Kada smo planirali prvi zbor za zastitu reke Studenice, nismo ni
sanjali da ¢e se zborovi gradana prosiriti cCitavom Srbijom. Zato
svim mestanima USca, ali i drugim mestima koja slede ovaj
primer, zelimo da istraju u donosenju odluka u interesu Ljudi i
prirode. Snaga je u zajednistvu!
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The meeting in Usce clearly shows
that the locals are against all HPPs on
the Studenica river!

In the middle of April, the investor of MHE Gradina S4 on the riv-
er Studenica received a permit for the development of an urban
project. S4 Gradina is one of the three planned MHE that, if re-
alized, would destroy the river and its biodiversity, making it im-
possible for people to use it for irrigation and food production.

At the citizens' assembly held in the “Studenica” House of Cul-
ture in Usce, more than 200 residents, with the strong support
of more than 100 representatives of environmental organiza-
tions and initiatives from the entire region, unanimously said:
NO to mini-hydroelectric plants on the Studenica river and the
wider area of its basin.

The Assembly of Citizens of US¢e was convened relying on
the right of citizens of the Local Community of Usce to make
decisions within their scope, prescribed by the Law on Local
Self-Government. As much as 10% of the population of Usce
who attended the Assembly showed a high level of awareness
of the importance of preserving rivers and cultural and natural
heritage, clearly saying that water is a common good that must
not be sacrificed for the sake of short-term profit. The fact that
the residents of the surrounding local communities expressed
their desire to organize a similar gathering in their communities
and to join an alliance of local communities that would act on
this and other topics is also encouraging.

The assembly in Usce once again showed the strength of the
local community when it comes to defending the public inter-
est - the fight for the river Studenica continues, and this day
will be recorded as an important point in that fight. When we
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planned the first gathering for the protection of the river Stu-
denica, we couldn't even imagine that the citizens' gatherings
would spread throughout Serbia, as they have. That's why we
want all residents of USce, as well as other places that follow
this example, to persevere in making decisions in the interest of
people and nature. Strength is in unity!
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16.4.2025.

Zaustavljena jos jedna MHE na reci
Raskoj

Polekol je u okviru svojih primedbi ukazao na to da je urbanis-
ticki projekat za mini hidroelektranu Raska 1 suprotan zakonu,
podzakonskim aktima i planovima viseg reda kao i da je neza-
konito stavljen na javnu prezentaciju. Sve to je imalo za rezultat
da se za sada odustalo od ovog Stetnog projekta.

Another SHPP on the Raska River has
been stopped

In its remarks Polekol pointed out that the urban planning proj-
ect for the HPP Raska 1 is not in compliance with the law, by-
laws and higher-order plans, and that it was illegally stated on
public presentation. All this resulted in the abandonment of this
harmful project for the time being.
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27.4.2025.
Zahtevi zbog prisustva nematoda u

ijacoj vodi Novog Sada

Inicijativa Pravo na vodu je zahtevala reagovanje odgovornih in-
stitucija zaduzenih za vodosnabdevanje, uvodenje hitninh mera i
obezbedivanje higijenski ispravne vode za pic¢e, zbog ponovne
pojave nematoda (valjkastih crva) u vodi u gradskom vodovodu
u Novom Sadu.

Polekol je takode osudio performans celnika grada koji su pred
kamerama popili po c¢asu vode i time relativizovali problem.
Zapostavljanje i posledicno propadanje sistema vodosnab-
devanja doveli su do toga da gradani ponovo dobijaju zdravst-
veno spornu vodu za pice, sto je nedopustivo krsenje osnovnog
prava na vodu kao i vazecih propisa o higijenskoj ispravnosti.

Polekol‘s reaction to the presence of
nematodes in the drinking water of
Novi Sad

The Right to Water initiative demanded urgent reaction of the
responsible institutions in charge of water supply, the introduc-
tion of emergency measures and the securing of hygienically
correct drinking water, due to the reappearance of nematodes
(roundworms) in the water in the city water supply in Novi Sad.

Polekol also condemned the performance of city leaders who
drank a glass of water in front of the cameras and thus relativ-
ized the problem. Neglect and the consequent deterioration
of the water supply system have led to the fact that citizens
are once again receiving health-controversial drinking water,
which is an inadmissible violation of the basic right to water as
well as valid regulations on hygiene.

PONOVO NEMATODE
U VODI NOVOG SADA

Zahtevamo hitnu akciju i
odgovornost, a ne performanse

—————> ViSe na polekol.org ¢———

s

26.6.2025.
28 dana bez kise!

Skrenuli smo paznju na rastuci problem klimatskih promena i
pozvali na akciju.

Klimatske promene u Srbiji su problem za koji nismo dovolj-
no spremni. Balkansko poluostrvo je izuzetno pogodeno kli-
matskim promenama. Potrebni su nam dugorocni planovi za
adaptaciju na klimatske promene i njihova primena; veci broj
spasilaca, bolji sistem za vanredne situacije i bolja medusek-
torska saradnja izmedu vatrogasaca, policije, hitne pomoci,
Stabova za vanredne situacije i jedinica civilne zastite.

28 days without rain!

We drew attention to the growing problem of climate change
and called for action.

Climate change in Serbia is a growing problem for which we
are not sufficiently prepared. The Balkan Peninsula is extreme-
ly affected by climate change. We need long-term plans for
adaptation to climate change and their implementation; more
rescuers, a better system for emergency situations and better
intersectoral cooperation between firefighters, police, ambu-
lance, emergency headquarters and civil protection units.
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17 - 19.6.2025.

Godisnji poslovni sastanak i tehnicka
konferencija Evropske mreze zdravih
gradova SZO

Aleksandar Stevanovi¢, ¢lan naseg Upravog odbora, je pred-
stavljao Polekol na Godisnjem poslovnom sastanku i tehnickoj
konferenciji Evropske mreze zdravih gradova Svetske zdravst-
vene organizacije. Konferencija odrzana u Burzi u Turskoj bila
je posvecena temi Otporni zdravi gradovi: Stvaranje odrzive ur-
bane buducnosti za sve. Aleksandar je na konferenciji izlagao
na temu Ko-dizajniranje hidriranog grada: koriscenje digitalnog
gradanskog angazovanja za bolji javni pristup vodi.

WHO European Healthy Cities
Network Annual Business Meeting
and Technical Conference

Aleksandar Stevanovi¢, a member of our Board of Directors,
represented Polecol at the Annual Business Meeting and Tech-
nical Conference of the World Health Organization's European
Healthy Cities Network. The conference, held in Bursa, Turkey,
was dedicated to the theme Resilient Healthy Cities: Creating
a Sustainable Urban Future for All. Aleksandar gave a presen-
tation on the topic Co-Designing a hydrated city: using digital
civic engagement for better public water access.
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23.6.2025.

Plava Pliva nek je ziva: Stop MHE na
izvorima Plive

Polekol je na poziv Cuvara Plive i Fondacije Atelje za drust-
vene promjene — ACT u svojstvu clanice Regionalnog saveza
,Odbranimo rijleke Balkana" posetio Sipovo i boravio na izvori-
ma Plive. Zajedno sa drugim aktivistkinjama i aktivistima, ugla-
vom iz Bosne i Hercegovine, ucestvovali smo i u drugoj akciji
CiSc¢enja korita zelene lepotice.

Plivu &titi lokalno neformalno udruzenje gradana .Cuvari Plive"
koje je vise puta podsecalo nadlezne na to da je mini hidroelek-
trane planirana je ,u sred zone koja je u pojasu zastite prirodnih
pejzaza i to tako Sto je oko 120 metara obale i rijeke naprosto
izuzeto iz zastitnog pojasa i prepusteno investitoru®. U procesu
izdavanja dozvola su prepoznali i druge probleme, zbog cega
lokalno udruzenje i Fondacija Atelje za drustvene promjene
- ACT, kao i Centar za zastitu zivotne sredine vec mesecima
Lobaraju ruke" sa vlastima.

Plivi treba sva pomo¢ koju moze da dobije. Reke ne poznaju
granice.

Long live the Blue Pliva: Stop SHPP at
the Springs of Pliva River

Rivers know no boundaries.

As a member of the Regional Alliance “Defend the rivers of the
Balkans", Polekol visited Sipovo and the springs of Pliva River at
the invitation of the "Guardians of Pliva” and the Atelier Foun-
dation for Social Changes - ACT. Together with other activists,
mainly from Bosnia and Herzegovina, we patrticipated in the
second campaign to clean the bed of the green beauty.

Pliva is protected by the local informal association of citizens
“Guardians of Pliva", which repeatedly reminded the authorities
that the mini HPP is planned “in the middle of a zone belonging
to the protected area of natural landscapes, in such a way that
about 120 meters of the river and its bank were excluded from
the protection zone and left to the investor's interests”. In the
process of issuing permits, the local activists also recognized
other problems, which is why the local association and the Ate-
lier Foundation for Social Changes — ACT, as well as the Center
for Environmental Protection, have been “wrestling hands” with
the authorities for months.
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27.6.2025.

Gradani Prijepolja uz podrsku
Polekola podneli krivi¢nu prijavu

protiv investitora

Polekol je pruzio pravnu podrsku neformalnoj grupi gradana
Zastitimo reke Prijepolja koja je podnela krivicnu prijavu protiv
firme PowerlT iz Subotice i njenog zakonskog zastupnika zbog
osnovane sumnje da su do energetske dozvole za izgradnju
male hidroelektrane Velika Ploca na Ratajskoj reci dosli falsi-
fikovanjem zvani¢nih dokumenata. Navodi se da su najmanje
dva sluzbena dokumenta lazirana i neovlas¢eno koris¢ena pri-
likom izdavanja energetske dozvole u martu prosle godine, uz
sumnju na propuste ili umesanost zaposlenih u Ministarstvu ru-
darstva i energetike, koji su uprkos ociglednim nepravilnostima
izdali dozvolu.

Citizens of Prijepolje, with the support
of Polekol, filed a criminal complaint
against the investor

Polekol provided legal support to the informal group of citizens
Let's Protect the Rivers of Prijepolje, which filed a criminal com-
plaint against the company PowerlT from Subotica and its le-
galrepresentative due to reasonable suspicion that the energy
permits for the construction of the SHPP Velika Ploca on the
Ratajska River were obtained by falsifying official documents.
It is alleged that at least two official documents were forged
and used without authorization when issuing the energy permit
in March last year, with suspicion of omissions or involvement
of employees of the Ministry of Mining and Energy, who issued
the permit despite obvious irregularities.
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9.7.2025.

PoZari i suSe Sirom Srbije: Adaptacija
na klimatske promene kao nasusna

potreba

Narastajuce klimatske promene, a posebno suse, ne ugroza-
vaju samo vodosnabdevanje vec i izazivaju ogromne bezbed-
nosne probleme kao Sto su pozari. Polekol je skrenuo paznju
na oko Sest stotina Sumskih pozara koje su se u julu u Srbiji
razbuktali za samo nekoliko dana i kroz to istakao potrebu za
adaptacijom na klimastke promene.

Wildfire events and droughts
throughout Serbia: Adaptation to
climate change as an urgent need

Increasing climate changes, especially droughts, not only
threaten water supplies but also cause huge security problems
such as fires. Polekol drew attention to about six hundred for-
est fires that flared up in just a few days in July in Serbia, and
through this our organisation emphasized the need for adapta-
tion to climate change.

11.7.2025.

Podrska gradanima Sopota koji trpe
restrikcije vode

Na poziv Zbora gradana Sopota prisustvovali smo okupljanju
organizovanom zbog ucestalih restrikcija vode koje pogadaju
mestane prethodnih godina. Okupljeni gradani izrazili su neza-
dovoljstvo neadekvatnim upravljanjem vodovodnim sistemom
i zahtevali odgovornost nadleznih. Istaknuto je da redovno i
ravnopravno snabdevanje vodom mora biti prioritet javnih poli-
tika, a ne privilegija dostupna samo nekima. Inicijativa Pravo na
Vodu je podrzala zahteve gradana za transparentnost, odgovo-
rnost i pravican pristup osnovnim resursima.

Support for the citizens of Sopot who
experience water restrictions

At the invitation of the Citizens' Assembly of Sopot, we attended
the gathering they organized because of frequent water restric-
tions which have been affecting the local population in previous
years. The gathered citizens expressed dissatisfaction with the
inadequate management of the water supply system and de-
manded that the authorities take responsibility for that. It was
emphasized that regular and equal water supply must be a pri-
ority of public policies, and not a privilege available only to some.
The Right to Water initiative supported citizens' demands for
transparency, accountability and fair access to basic resources.
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15.7.2025.
Veseli spust Ibrom

Ove godine, po prvi put nakon trideset godina, tradicionalni
dogadaj .Veseli spust” dobio je i svoju aktivisticku dimenziju.
Polekol i Pravo na vodu su zajedno sa lokalnim inicijativama
pomogli organizovanju drugacijeg nacina obelezavanja ovo-
godisnjeg splavarenja Studenicom. Na mostovima u Bogutov-
cu i Mataruskoj Banji postavljeni su transparenti sa porukama:
,Sacuvajmo Studenicu - STOP MHE" i ,Kraljevo c¢e sacuvati
svoje reke”, uz imena pritoka lbra, od kojih je devet vec zaro-
blieno u cevima. Ovo je bila jedinstvena prilika da se poruka
prosiri na Siru javnost i privuce paznja gradana i lokalnih vlasti,
uz jasan stav da kompromisa kada je re¢ o ocuvanju ove i bilo
koje druge reke u Kraljevu - nece biti.
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Cheerful Ibar River descent

This year, for the first time in thirty years, the traditional event
“Cheerful Descent" also got its activist dimension. Polekol and
Pravo na vodu, together with local initiatives, helped organize a
new way of marking this year's Studenica rafting. On the bridg-
es in Bogutovac and Mataruska Banja, Banners were placed
with the messages: "Save Studenica - STOP MHE" and “Kraljevo
will save its rivers”, along with the names of the tributaries of
the Ibar, nine of which are already trapped in pipes. This was a
unique opportunity to spread the message to the wider public
and attract the attention of citizens and local authorities, with a
clear attitude that there will be no compromise when it comes
to the preservation of this and any other river in Kraljevo.

4.8.2025.

Da se Zedan glas Cuje: Prijavite
problem sa vodosnabdevanjem

Inicijativa Pravo na vodu organizacije Polekol je pokrenula kam-
panju kojom se gradani pozivaju da putem onlajn formulara pri-
jave lokalne probleme u vodosnabdevanju. Ova kampanja ukl-
jucuje gradane u reSavanje problema tako sto mapira restrikcije
i prekide u vodosnabdevanju, prikupljajuci pouzdane podatke
o tome gde i kada dolazi do nestasica, i na kraju izraduje mape
nestasica vode Sirom Srbije. Ova akcija takode podize svest o
tome da je problem rasprostranjen i sistemski, a ne samo skup
pojedinacnih lokalnih incidenata.

Gradani se podsticu da aktivno doprinesu tako sto ¢e deliti in-
formacije iz svojih zajednica. Prikupljeni izvestaji koristice se za
izradu godisnje mape problema u vodosnabdevanju u Srbiji,
koja ce istaknuti najpogodenije oblasti, izvrsiti pritisak na loka-
Lne vlasti i ojacati javne zahteve za sistemskim resenjima. Ova
kampanja je nastavak naseg dugogodisnjeg pracenja stanja u
vodoshabdevanju tokom letnjih meseci i Salje jasnu poruku:
pristup vodi je osnovno pravo, a ne privilegija.

Make the thirsty voice heard: Report a
problem with water supply

Polekol's Right to Water initiative launched a campaign inviting
people to report local water supply issues through an online
form. The campaign involves citizens in problem-solving by
mapping restrictions and breakdowns, collecting reliable data
on where and when shortages occur, and ultimately creating
maps of water restrictions and shortages across Serbia. This ef-
fort also raises awareness by showing that the problem is wide-
spread and systemic, not just a series of isolated local incidents.

Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet / Right to Water and Biodiversity

Through this action, we encourage citizens to actively contrib-
ute by sharing information from their communities. The reports
will be used to produce an annual map of water supply issues
in Serbia, highlighting the most affected areas, pressuring local
authorities to act, and strengthening public calls for systemic
solutions. The campaign continues our long-term monitoring
of summer water supply conditions and delivers a clear mes-
sage: access to water is a fundamental right, not a privilege.

Da liimate problema

sa vodosnabdevanjem?
Pom ‘

ZA PRIJAVU U OPISU OBJAVE
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6 - 7.8.2025.
Studenica pod lupom nauke

U saradnji sa Odeljenjem za hidroekologiju Instituta za biolos-
ka istrazivanja ,Sinisa Stankovic¢" iz Beograda sprovedena su
terenska istrazivanja donjeg toka Studenice, na pet lokacija od
usca Brevine do usca Studenice u lbar. Sa ciljiem prikupljan-
ja strucnih podataka o ekosistemu ove reke, izmereni su os-
novni parametri vode i sproveden elektroribolov na pet lokaci-
ja, koji su pokazali prisustvo osam vrsta riba, od kojih su vecina
zasti¢ene ili strogo zasticene.

Posebno je znacajno sto su u ovom delu reke, prvi put u ovom
podrucju, zabelezeni balkanski vijun (Sabanejewia balcanica)
i brkica (Barbatula barbatula). Ovi nalazi predstavljaju vaznu
osnovu za argumentovano zalaganje za trajnu zastitu reke
Studenice i zaustavljanje Stetnih zahvata poput izgradnje ma-
lih hidroelektrana. Stru¢na dokumentacija prikuplijena tokom
istrazivanja predstavlja kljucni alat u pravnoj, institucionalnoj i
Jjavnoj borbi za o¢uvanje Studenice.
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Scientific field research on Studenica

In cooperation with the Hydroecology Department of the Insti-
tute for Biological Research “Sinisa Stankovi¢" from Belgrade,
field research was carried out in the lower course of the Stu-
denica, at five locations from the mouth of Brevina river to the
mouth of Studenica in the Ibar river. With the aim of collecting
expert data on the ecosystem of this river, scientists took ba-
sic water parameters and measured electrofishing at five loca-
tions. The research showed the presence of eight species of
fish, most of which are protected or strictly protected.

It is particularly significant that in this part of the river, for the
first time in this geographic area, the Balkan curlew (Sabane-
jewia balcanica) and the barbatula (Barbatula barbatula) were
recorded. These findings represent an important basis for a
well-argued commitment to the permanent protection of the
Studenica river and the stopping of harmful interventions such
as the construction of small hydropower plants. Professional
documentation collected during the research represents a key
tool in the legal, institutional and public fight for the preserva-
tion of Studenica river.
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11.8.2025.

Predstavka Vodnoj inspekciji zbog
ilegalnog kaptiranja reke Brevine

Reka Brevina je ilegalno kaptirana za potrebe obliznjeg ribnja-
ka i MHE Brevina, sto je Polekol prijavio Vodnoj inspekciji. Voda
je crpljena iz derivacije dodatno smanjujuci minimalni proticaj
umanjen susom. Vodozahvat je porusen po nalogu inspekcije
i predmet je predat na dalje postupanje gradevinskoj inspek-
ciji. Na taj nacin, proticaj na Brevini je vracen na nivo bioloskog
minimuma.

A report to the Water Inspectorate
regarding the illegal capture of the
river Brevina

The Brevina River was illegally captured for the needs of the
nearby pond and Brevina HPP, which Polekol reported to the
Water Inspection. Water was pumped from the derivation fur-
ther reducing the drought-reduced minimum flow. The intake
structure was demolished by order of the inspection and the
case was handed over to the construction inspection for further
processing. In this way, the flow on the Brevina was returned to
the level of the biological minimum.
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18.8.2025.

Rastué¢a humanitarna kriza u Srbiji:
Vise od 100 mesta bez pijace vode

Inicijativa Pravo na vodu je tokom leta 2025. je po trecu go-
dinu za redom sprovela istrazivanje o problemima u vodos-
nabdevanju Sirom Srbije. Tokom juna, jula i avgusta gradani
su prijavili 108 lokacija sa restrikcijama, kvarovima i potpunim
nestasicama pijace vode. Prijave su stizale iz svih krajeva zem-
lie — od severa Vojvodine do juga Srbije - i ukazivale na pre-
susene bunare, mutnu vodu, pucanje cevovoda i svakodnevnu
nepravdu zivota bez pristupa sigurnoj vodi.

Najveci teret nestaSica snose sela i manja mesta, gde ljudi
Cesto zavise od cisterni, dok stocarstvo i poljoprivreda trpe
ogromne gubitke. U pojedinim zajednicama gradani su nedel-
jama ostajali bez vode. Lokalne samouprave su na to odgov-
arale uvodenjem restrikcija i apelima za Stednju, prebacujuci
krivicu na “nenamensku potrosnju”, umesto da reSavaju dubo-
ke infrastrukturne i sistemske probleme. Konkretni primeri po-
kazuju koliko je situacija alarmantna.

U Gadzinom Hanu i okolnim selima u Zaplanju stanovnistvo se
oslanja na samo jedno izvoriste, bez ulaganja u alternativne ili
unapredene sisteme vodosnabdevanja. U Donjem Brijanju kod
Leskovca, vise od hiljadu stanovnika, medu kojima ima mnogo
dece i starijih, uopste nema vodovod; vecina bunara je presusi-
laili voda nije ispravna, a podrucje je decenijama pogodeno en-
demskim nefritisom - boles¢u bubrega direktno vezanom za
los kvalitet vode. U Lebanu, jednoj od najzednijih opstina u Sr-
biji. glavni izvor - reka Sumanka - potpuno je presusio dve go-
dine zaredom, dok vlasti kao reSenje nude izgradnju ogromne
brane na reci koja vise ne tece.
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Nase istrazivanje pokazuje da nestasSice vode nisu izazvane
samo klimatskim promenama i dugotrajnim susama, vec i
zanemarenom infrastrukturom, loSim planiranjem i politickim
promasajima. Gradani su kroz ovu kampanju postali aktivni
ucesnici u dokumentovanju stanja i ukazivanju na propuste.
Na osnovu prikupljenih podataka izradili smo mapu restrikcija
i nestasica vode u Srbiji. Ona jasno pokazuje da problem nije
izolovan, vec sistemski i rasprostranjen, te da zahteva dugoroc-
na, odgovorna i pravedna reSenja. Kroz ovo istrazivanje i javno
zagovaranje podsecamo da pristup Cistoj i sigurnoj vodi nije
privilegija, ve¢ osnovno ljudsko pravo.

Research on water restrictions —
Summer 2025

This summer, the Right to Water initiative researched water
supply problems across Serbia. During June, July, and August,
citizens reported 108 locations facing restrictions, breakdowns,
and complete water shortages. Reports came from all parts of
the country - from the north of Vojvodina to the south of Serbia
- describing dry wells, muddy water, burst pipelines, and the
everyday injustice of living without access to safe water.

The burden of shortages is felt most severely in villages and
smaller communities, where people often depend on water
delivered by tankers, while livestock and agriculture suffer
enormous losses. In some places, residents were left without
water for weeks. Local governments responded by imposing
restrictions and urging citizens to reduce consumption, shifting
the blame onto “misuse of water" instead of addressing deep
infrastructural and systemic problems. Concrete examples il-
lustrate how alarming the situation has become.

In Gadzin Han and the surrounding villages in
Zaplanje, the population depends on a single wa-
ter source, with no investments in alternative or
improved supply. In Donje Brijanje near Leskovac,
over a thousand residents, including children and
elderly people, have no access to piped water at
all; most wells have dried up or are unsafe, and
the area has been plagued for decades by en-
demic kidney disease linked to poor water quality.
Meanwhile, in Lebane, one of Serbia's thirstiest
municipalities, the main source of water - the Su-
manka River - has completely dried up two sum-
mers in a row, while the government's proposed
solution is to build a massive dam on the very
same river that no longer flows.

Our findings show that water shortages are not
caused only by climate change and prolonged
droughts, but also by neglected infrastructure,
poor planning, and political failures. Through this
campaign, citizens became active participants in
documenting the situation and exposing short-
comings. Based on the collected data, we created
a map of water restrictions and shortages in Ser-
bia. The map demonstrates that the problem is not
isolated but widespread and systemic, demand-
ing long-term, responsible, and just solutions.
Through this research and advocacy, we under-
line that access to safe and clean drinking water
is not a privilege but a fundamental human right.

108 ZAJEDNICA
PRIJAVILO JE PROBLEM S
VODOSNABDEVANJEM

SUVA KAO BARUT

Lokacije problema sa vodosnabdevanjem
01. JUL - 15. AVGUST 2025.
LEGENDA:

Restrikcije
zbog suse

@ Kvarovina
vodovodnoj mrezi

Nepoznat uzrok
nestasice vode

( %
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23.8.2025.
Bicikliranje i Cesama cekiranje -
Beograd

U avgustu je inicijativa Pravo na vodu, zajedno sa biciklistickom
grupom Macje oko, organizovala akciju ,Bicikliranje i cesama
cekiranje®. Cilj je bio da se na terenu proveri stanje javnih ce-
smi u Beogradu, kojih ima ukupno 205 prikljucenih na gradski
vodovod.

Cetrdeset biciklista su, podeljeni u timove, tokom jednog dana
obisli beogradske javne cesme na razliCitim rutama i belezili
da li postoje, da li rade i da li je na njima dostupna voda. Akci-
ja je ukazala na znacaj dostupnosti besplatne vode u javnom
prostoru, narocCito tokom toplotnih talasa izazvanih klimatskim
promenama, kada je voda kljucna za zdravlje i bezbednost
gradana, posebno dece, starijih i najugrozenijih.

Cycling and fountain checking -
Belgrade

In August, the Right to Water initiative and the Macje oko cy-
cling group jointly organized the action “Cycling and fountain
checking”. The goal was to assess the condition of public drink-
ing fountains in Belgrade, of which there are 205 connected to
the city water supply.

Forty cyclists, divided into teams, visited Belgrade's pub-
lic fountains along different routes in a single day, recording
whether they existed, whether they were functioning, and
whether water was available. The action highlighted the impor-
tance of access to free drinking water in public spaces, espe-
cially during heat waves caused by climate change, when wa-
ter is essential for the health and safety of citizens, particularly
children, the elderly, and the most vulnerable.

M \Ve N WV oTe (TN oI[oJe [\=Tpdi{=1d / Right to Water and Biodiversity


https://www.instagram.com/p/DNurcVL2Cqp/?hl=en&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNurcVL2Cqp/?hl=en&img_index=1

21.8.2025.

Obilazak Dunava i Jezave sa pokretom

Tvrdava — Smederevo

Zajedno sa pokretom Tvrdava, inicijativa Pravo na vodu je obis-
la Dunav i Jezavu u Smederevu kako bi ukazali na znacaj ovih
reka za urbane sredine, ali i na ugrozenost usled industrijskog
zagadenja i netretiranih otpadnih voda.

Pokret Tvrdava ve¢ godinama istrajno radi na ocuvanju zivotne
sredine i pritisku na institucije da primenjuju zakone, zahvalju-
juci cemu su pokrenute vazne inspekcijske reakcije na mnogo-
brojne slucajeve zagadenja. Zajedno su razgovarali o problemi-
ma, ali i o potencijalu Dunava kao prostora za zastitu prirode i
odrzivi razvoj, gradec¢i mrezu solidarnog otpora i nade.
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Tour of the Danube and Jezava
river with the Tvrdava Movement —
Smederevo

Together with the Tvrdava Movement, the Right to Water ini-
tiative toured the Danube and Jezava rivers in Smederevo to
highlight the importance of these rivers for urban areas, as well
as their vulnerability due to industrial pollution and untreated
wastewater.

The Tvrdava Movement has been persistently working for years
to protect the environment and pressure institutions to enforce
laws, which has led to important inspection actions in numerous
cases of pollution. Together, they discussed the problems, as
well as the potential of the Danube as a space for nature con-
servation and sustainable development, building a network of
solidarity, resistance, and hope.

23.8.2025.

Pravo na vodu na Festivalu vode Zbora
gradana Lazarevac

Opstina Lazarevac trpi gubitke na vodovodnoj mrezi koji prelaze
60% proizvedene vode. Umesto ulaganja u sanaciju i obnovu
infrastrukture, gradske vlasti su posegle za merom restrikcija,
koja pogada sve gradane, bez obzira na njihove potrebe i prava.
Zbor gradana opstine Lazarevac, organizovao je i okupio su-
gradane na Festivalu vode, kako bi ukazali na nepravdu i izne-
li svoje zahteve: hitnu obnovu mreze, transparentnost u radu
javnog komunalnog preduzeca i uc¢esce gradana u donosenju
odluka koje se ticu osnovnih zivotnih potreba.

Right to Water at the Water Festival of
the Citizens’ Assembly of Lazarevac

The municipality of Lazarevac suffers losses in its water supply
network exceeding 60% of the water produced. Instead of in-
vesting in the repair and renewal of infrastructure, the city au-
thorities resorted to water restrictions, which affect all citizens
regardless of their needs and rights. The Citizens' Assembly
of Lazarevac organized and brought together residents at the
Water Festival to highlight this injustice and present their de-
mands: urgent network rehabilitation, transparency in the op-
erations of the public utility company, and citizen participation
in decision-making on matters affecting basic life needs.
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27.8.2025.

Tribina u Obrenovcu — Kome, cemu...
EXPO?

Na poziv Zbora Obrenovac, Polekol je ucestvovao na javnoj
tribini "Kome, ¢emu... EXPO?", koja je odrzana pred nekoliko
desetina zainteresovanih gradana iz Obrenovca i gostiju iz soli-
darnog zbora Surcina. Polekol su tom prilikom predstavljale Iva
Markovi¢ i Iskra Krstic, koje su govorile o aspektima urbanizma,
ocuvanja vodoizvorista i zastite Zivotne sredine, dok je dodatnu
stru¢nu perspektivu dala profesorka Aleksandra Nenadovic.

U razgovoru koji je trajao vise od tri sata,, otvorena su kljucna
pitanja: Da li je EXPO 2027 u javhom interesu? Kome Kkoristi?
Koje su dugorocne posledice po prirodu, vodu i lokalne zajed-
nice? Ucesnici su jasno ukazali na manjak demokratske debate
i odlucivanja u vezi s projektima ove velicine i vaznosti, kao i na
rizike koje EXPO donosi.

Panel in Obrenovac — Who, What...
EXPO?

At the invitation of the Citizens' Assembly of Obrenovac, Polekol
participated in the public panel “Who, What.. EXPO?", held in
front of several dozen interested citizens from Obrenovac and
guests from the solidary Citizens' Assembly of Surcin. Polekol
was represented by Iva Markovic¢ and Iskra Krsti¢, who spoke
about aspects of urban planning, protection of water sources,
and environmental conservation, while additional expert in-
sight was provided by Professor Aleksandra Nenadovic.

During the discussion, which lasted over three hours, key
questions were raised: Is EXPO 2027 in the public interest?
Who benefits from it? What are the long-term consequences
for nature, water, and local communities? Participants clearly
pointed out the lack of democratic debate and decision-mak-
ing regarding projects of this scale and importance, as well as
the risks posed by EXPO.
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6.9.2025.

Predlozi za Nacrt Zakona o zastiti
prirode

Ministarstvo zastite Zivotne sredine je otpocelo izradu Nacrta
novog Zakona o zastiti prirode. Polekol je uputio pismene pred-
loge na Polazne osnove za izradu ovog dokumenta sa poseb-
nim akcentom na vracanje instituta prethodne zastite u nas
pravni poredak, uvodenje slatkovodnih zasti¢enih podrucja kao
sledeceg koraka u razvoju instituta i zastiti posebnih stanis-
ta riba. Izneli smo zahtev da se ocena prihvatljivosti, Cije se
normiranje neprihvatljivo dugo odlaze, normira zakonom, a ne
podzakonskim aktima kako je sada propisano, ali ne i sprove-
deno. Radi unapredenja kaznenopravne zastite prirodnih doba-
ra, predlozili smo propisivanje stozih i delotvornijih kazniimera
za privredne prestupe i prekrsaje propisane Zakonom. Ovde se
kao narocito znacajna iskazuje potreba da se propisu bitno duzi
rokovi zastarelosti za zakonom propisane prekrasaje.
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Proposals for the Draft Nature
Protection Law

The Ministry of Environmental Protection has begun drafting
a new Nature Protection Law. Polekol submitted written pro-
posals on the Draft Foundations for the preparation of this
document, with a particular focus on reinstating the institute
of prior protection in our legal system, introducing freshwater
protected areas as the next step in the development of this in-
stitute, and protecting specific fish habitats. We requested that
the assessment of acceptability, which has been unacceptably
delayed, be regulated by law rather than by subordinate reg-
ulations, as is currently prescribed but not implemented. To
improve criminal and administrative protection of natural re-
sources, we proposed prescribing stricter and more effective
penalties and measures for economic offenses and violations
regulated by the Law. In this context, the need to establish sig-
nificantly longer statutes of limitations for violations prescribed
by law is particularly important.

==

11.9.2025.

Spasena Ratajska reka — ponistena
dozvola za MHE Velika ploca —

Prijepolje

Zahvaljujuci upornosti inicijativa Zastitimo reke Prijepolja i Pra-
vo na vodu, Ratajska reka je sacuvana od izgradnje MHE ,Velika
ploca“. Nakon sto su ove inicijative otkrile da su vodna dozvola
i lokacijski uslovi falsifikovani, Ministarstvo rudarstva i energe-
tike je bilo primorano da ponisti izdato reSenje.

Polekol je pruzio stru¢nu i javnu podrsku ovoj borbi, koja je po-
kazala koliki znacaj imaju pravovremena reakcija i udruzeno
delovanje gradana i organizacija. Paralelno sa ovom pobedom,
aktivisti su inicirali i formalnu zastitu Ratajske reke, ¢ime ot-
varaju put za trajno ocuvanje ovog dragocenog vodotoka.

Ratajska River saved — permit for
SHPP Velika Ploca cancelled —
Prijepolje

Thanks to the persistence of the initiatives Protect the Rivers of
Prijepolje and Right to Water, the Ratajska River was saved from
the construction of the Velika Ploca Small Hydropower Plant.
After these initiatives discovered that the water permit and site
conditions had been falsified, the Ministry of Mining and Energy
was forced to revoke the issued decision.

Polekol provided expert and public support for this fight, which
demonstrated the importance of timely action and coordinated
efforts by citizens and organizations. In parallel with this victory,
activists initiated formal protection of the Ratajska River, paving the
way for the permanent preservation of this valuable watercourse.

==

9.7.2025.

Sopotnica odbranjena od dve mini
hidroelektrane!

Zavod za zastitu prirode Srbije zvani¢no je odbio zahtev za iz-
davanje uslova neophodnih za izradu Plana detaljne regulacije
za dve mini hidroelektrane ,Lipovica®i,Vir" na reci Sopotnici. To
pokazuje da upornost gradana, aktivista i stru¢njaka ima snagu
i da nijedna bitka za reke nije uzaludna. Sopotnica ¢e i dalje teci
slobodna.

“Sada je vreme da i opstina Prijepolje uvazi zahteve grada-
na, udruzenja i naucne zajednice, i da uvede moratorijum na
izgradnju mini hidroelektrana na teritoriji cele opstine, kako bi
se konacno stavila tacka na planove koji ugrozavaju prijepol-
jske reke”, porucio je Polekol

Sopotnica was defended from two
small hydropower plants!

The Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia officially reject-
ed the request to issue the conditions necessary for drafting
the Detailed Regulation Plan for the two small hydropower
plants, ,Lipovica® and ,Vir®, on the Sopotnica River. This demon-
strates that the persistence of citizens, activists, and experts is
powerful and that no fight for rivers is in vain. The Sopotnica will
continue to flow freely.

“It is time for the municipality of Prijepolje to heed the demands
of citizens, associations, and the scientific community, and to in-
troduce a moratorium on the construction of small hydropower
plants across the entire municipality, finally putting an end to
plans that threaten the rivers of Prijepolje,” stated Polekol.
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110.2025.

Polekol podneo predloge i primedbe
na Nacrt Krivicnog zakonika

Polekol je ucestvovao u Javnoj raspravi o Nacrtu zakona o
izmenama i dopunama Krivicnog zakonika i Zakona o kriv-
icnom postupku, slanjem komentara koji treba da doprinesu da
ovi zakoni bolje prepoznaju i sankcionisu ugrozavanje zivotne
sredine.

Zahtevali smo hitno uvodenje Direktive (EU) 2024/1203 o zastiti
zivotne sredine putem krivicnog prava (Environmental Crime
Directive), kako bi se zakonodavstvo uskladilo sa rastucom
pretnjom ekoloskog kriminala, koji globalno belezi rast od 5-7%
godisnje i ima karakteristike organizovanog kriminala. Istaknuto
je da postojeci zakonski okvir i sudska praksa u Srbiji nisu usk-
ladeni sa zahtevima za zastitu zivotne sredine, Sto predstavlja
ozbiljan rizik po javno dobro.

Polekol je naglasio da su normativne promene nuzne kako bi
se ovaj jaz premostio i omogucila efikasnija zastita zivotne sre-
dine kroz krivicnopravni sistem. Posebna paznja je posvece-
na krivicnim delima u vezi sa Sumskom kradom, pustoSenjem
Suma, nezakonitim lovom i ribolovom. Polekol je predlozio da
se obavezno izricu i kazne zatvora i novcane kazne, uz dodatne
mere zastite i unapredenja zivotne sredine. U izvestaju je na-
glaseno da sudovi u praksi blago postupaju prema pociniocima
ekoloskih krivicnih dela, dodeljujuci kazne na minimumu zakon-
skog okvira, Sto ne doprinosi potrebnom stepenu prevencije.

Polekol je ukazao na podatak da je samo u 12,1% slucajeva iz-
recena kazna zatvora, dok se u mnogim sluc¢ajevima primenjuje
kucni zatvor. Istrazivanja na koja se Polekol pozvao pokazala su
visok procenat povratnika medu pociniocima ovih dela - cak
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37.8% su povratnici, pri ¢emu su mnogi bili osudeni za isto delo
vise puta. Ove cinjenice dodatno potvrduju nedostatak efikas-
nosti trenutne kaznene politike.

Kao obaveznu meru, Polekol je predlozio da sudovi za sve
ekoloske prekrsaje izricu obavezu preduzimanja mera zastite
i unapredenja zivotne sredine. Istaknuto je da trenutna praksa
nije primenila ovu obavezu ni u jednom od analiziranih slucajeva.
Polekol je ukazao i na ozbiljan propust u zastiti zivotne sredine,
buduci da uslovna osuda, kao dominantna sankcija (52% slucaje-
va), ne ukljucuje obavezu zastitnih mera. Zatrazeno je da se ova
praksa promeni kako bi se poboljSala zastita i ocuvanje prirode.

Polekol submitted proposals and
comments on the Draft Criminal Code

Polekol participated in the public discussion on the Draft Law
on Amendments to the Criminal Code and the Criminal Proce-
dure Code by submitting comments aimed at helping these
laws better recognize and sanction environmental harm.

We called for the urgent implementation of Directive (EU)
2024/1203 on the Protection of the Environment through Crim-
inal Law (Environmental Crime Directive), in order to align leg-
islation with the growing threat of environmental crime, which
is increasing globally by 5-7% annually and exhibits character-
istics of organized crime. It was emphasized that the existing
legal framework and judicial practice in Serbia are not aligned
with the requirements for environmental protection, posing a
serious risk to the public good.

e e T T

Polekol emphasized that legislative changes are necessary
to bridge this gap and enable more effective environmental
protection through the criminal justice system. Special atten-
tion was given to crimes related to forest theft, deforestation,
illegal hunting, and fishing. Polekol proposed that both custo-
dial sentences and fines be mandatory, along with additional
measures for environmental protection and improvement. The
report highlighted that courts, in practice, treat perpetrators of
environmental crimes leniently, imposing penalties at the min-
imum of the legal framework, which fails to provide the neces-
sary level of deterrence.

Polekol pointed out that custodial sentences were imposed in
only 12.1% of cases, while in many instances, house arrest was
applied. Research cited by Polekol showed a high rate of recid-
ivism among offenders of these crimes - 37.8% were repeat of-
fenders, many of whom had been convicted multiple times for
the same offense. These facts further highlight the inefficiency
of the current penal policy.

As a mandatory measure, Polekol proposed that courts impose
the obligation to undertake environmental protection and im-
provement measures for all ecological offenses. It was empha-
sized that current practice has not applied this obligation in
any of the analyzed cases. Polekol also pointed out a serious
shortcoming in environmental protection, noting that suspend-
ed sentences, which are the dominant sanction (52% of cases),
do not include the requirement to implement protective mea-
sures. A change in this practice was requested to enhance the
protection and preservation of nature.

Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet / Right to Water and Biodiversity
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8 - 1110.2025.

Prezentacija rezultata istrazZivanja na
Studenici na kogresu ihtiologa u Baru
(CG)

Pravnik Polekola, Strahinja Macic, je koautor istrazivanja “Fish
Diversity in the Salmonid-Cyprinid Transition Zone of the Stu-
denica River Under Increasing Anthropogenic Pressures”. Is-
trazivanje sprovedeno u saradnji sa institutom IBISS prezentira-
no je na trecoj konferenciji ihtiologa iz Jugoistocne Evrope - 3rd
Southeast European Ichthyological Conference (SEEIC 2025)

Gornji tok reke Studenice uziva status UNESCO rezervata bios-
fere, dok njen donji tok jos uvek nema adekvatnu zastitu, na-
glasava se u istrazivanju. Istrazivanja potvrduju da je ocuvanje
celog toka klju¢no za opstanak autohtonih i zasticenih vrsta
riba. Reka je vec izlozena raznolikim pritiscima, sto zajedno
dovodi do postepenog gubitka biodiverziteta. Neophodno je
prosiriti istrazivanja na ceo tok reke, da bi se utvrdilo trenutno
stanje zajednice riba i hitno uvesti mere zastite koje ¢e obuh-
vatiti i donji deo Studenice, kako bi se sacuvala njena prirodna
celovitost i bogatstvo biodiverziteta, zakljucuju istrazivaci.

Results of research at Studenica
presented at the SEEIC 2025

The Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia officially reject-
ed the request to issue the conditions necessary for drafting
the Detailed Regulation Plan for the two small hydropower
plants, ,Lipovica®and ,Vir", on the Sopotnica River. This demon-
strates that the persistence of citizens, activists, and experts is
powerfuland that no fight for rivers is in vain. The Sopotnica will
continue to flow freely.
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4 CONCLUSIONS

“It is time for the municipality of Prijepolje to heed the demands
of citizens, associations, and the scientific community, and to in-
troduce a moratorium on the construction of small hydropower
plants across the entire municipality, finally putting an end to
plans that threaten the rivers of Prijepolje,” stated Polekol.

==

9.10.2025.

Zahtev za ukidanje gradevinske
dozvole MHE “Suknari” na reci
Bistrici u opstini Vlasotince

Organizacija Polekol podnela je zahtev Opstini Vlasotince za
ukidanje gradevinske dozvole za malu hidroelektranu “Suknari”
na reci Bistrici, jer objekat nikada nije zavrsen, niti je pribavljena
upotrebna dozvola - sto po zakonu znaci da je dozvola vec tre-
balo da bude nevazeca.

Investitor je tokom godina vise puta krsio propise: menjao je
projekat bez dozvole, nije pribavio nove vodne uslove, niti
saglasnost Zavoda za zastitu prirode. Odeljenje za urbanizam
Opstine Vlasotince to je omogucilo, Sto predstavlja nastavak
sporne prakse videne i u slucaju MHE Besko. Polekol je takode
zatrazio vanredni inspekcijski nadzor i podsetio nadlezne da
male hidroelektrane nisu ispunile energetske ciljeve, ali su zato
nanele veliku stetu rekama, zakonima i lokalnim zajednicama.
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Request for the revocation of the
construction permit for the SHPP
“Suknari” on the Bistrica River in the
municipality of Vlasotince

The organization Polekol submitted a request to the municipal-
ity of Vlasotince for the revocation of the construction permit
for the “Suknari" small hydropower plant on the Bistrica River,
as the facility was never completed and no occupancy permit
was obtained—which, according to the law, means the permit
should already be invalid.

Over the years, the investor repeatedly violated regulations:
changing the project without authorization, failing to obtain
new water permits, and not securing approval from the Insti-
tute for Nature Conservation. The Urban Planning Department
of the municipality of Vlasotince allowed this, continuing the
questionable practices seen in the case of the SHPP Besko.
Polekol also requested an extraordinary inspection and re-
minded authorities that small hydropower plants have not met
energy targets, while causing significant damage to rivers, le-
gal frameworks, and local communities.
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20:10.2025.

Gradani Zrenjanina imaju pravo da
znaju sta piju!

Inicijativa Pravo na vodu i ekoloSke organizacije trazile su
dnevne analize i potpunu transparentnost kvaliteta pijace
vode u Zrenjaninu. Zbog izuzetno visokog nepoverenja javnosti
i ogromnog znacaja zdravstveno ispravne pijace vode u sva-
kom domacinstvu, inicijativa Pravo na vodu, zajedno sa drugim
ekoloskim organizacijama iz Srbije, zahteva da se obezbede
sredstva i da Zavod za javno zdravlje Zrenjanin vrsi svakod-
nevno ispitivanje i javno objavljivanje rezultata kvaliteta vode,
u zvanic¢nim i javno dostupnim glasilima, i to u formi razumljivoj
gradanima.

The citizens of Zrenjanin have the
right to know what they are drinking!

The Right to Water initiative and environmental organizations
have called for daily testing and full transparency of drinking wa-
ter quality in Zrenjanin. Due to extremely high public distrust and
the criticalimportance of safe drinking water in every household,
the Right to Water initiative, together with other environmental
organizations from Serbia, demands that funds be secured and
that the Zrenjanin Public Health Institute conduct daily testing
and publicly release water quality results in official and publicly
accessible outlets, in a format understandable to citizens.
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Ne verujemo na rec,
trazimo svakodnevne

ANALIZE VODE
U ZRENJANINU

2210.2025.

Tribina “Brana Svrackovo — spas ili
retnja?*, Arilje

Na javnoj tribini ,Brana Svrackovo - spas ili pretnja?" odrzane
u Arilju, pred prepunom salom doma kulture je u ime Poleko-
la govorila Zaklina Zivkovi¢. Razgovaralo se o bezbednosnim,
ekoloskim, ekonomskim i drustvenim posledicama izgradnje
brane Svrackovo. Strucnjaci su istakli rizike kao sto su hidro-
geoloske posledice, nestabilnost zbog tektonskih aktivnosti i
znatno povecanje troskova projekta.

Gradani su godinama iskljuceni iz odlucivanja, a problemi sa
vodosnabdevanjem i mogucnost privatizacije izazivaju zabrinu-
tost, dok izgradnja brane traje duze od 16 godina i i dalje nije
zavréena. Zaklina je naglasila da reSenje nije u novim aku-
mulacijama, ve¢ u transparentnom i odgovornom upravljanju
vodom kao zajednickim dobrom. Drustvo ,Rzavljani* najavljuje
nastavak aktivnosti i insistira na ukljucivanju gradana u odluke
koje uticu na njihov zivot i prirodu.

Panel “Svrackovo Dam — salvation or
threat?”, Arilje

At the public panel “Svrackovo Dam - salvation or threat?”
held in Arilje, in front of a full hall at the cultural center, Zaklina
Zivkovi¢ spoke on behalf of Polekol. The discussion focused
on the safety, ecological, economic, and social consequences
of constructing the Svrackovo Dam. Experts highlighted risks
such as hydrogeologicalimpacts, instability due to tectonic ac-
tivity, and significantly increased project costs.

Citizens have been excluded from decision-making for years,
and issues with water supply and the potential for privatization
raise concerns, while the dam's construction has lasted over
16 years and is still unfinished. Zaklina emphasized that the
solution does not lie in new reservoirs, but in transparent and
responsible water management as a shared public good. The
“Rzavljani” (People of Rzav) society announced the continua-
tion of its activities and insists on including citizens in decisions
that affect their lives and the environment.
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3.11.2025.

Niz pobeda u Boljevcu — ali borba za
vodu jos traje — Boljevac

Na javnoj sednici Komisije za planove opstine Boljevac,
odrzanoj povodom razmatranja primedbi na Nacrt Prostornog
plana, Iskra Krsti¢ i Zaklina Zivkovic¢ iz Polekola i inicijative Pravo
na vodu branile su prava ljudi i prirode ovog kraja. Ovaj plan,
koji bi trebalo da usmeri razvoj opstine u narednim decenija-
ma, otkrio je sasvim suprotnu sliku - viziju devastacije prirodnih
resursa zarad kratkoro¢nog profita. Alpsko skijaliSte na Rtnju,
pet vetroparkova, desetine brana i mini hidroelektrane na svim
protokama Crnog Timoka, namenjene za sttenu akumulaciju
Bogovina, bili su medu planiranim projektima koji bi zauvek
promenili lice ovog kraja. Umesto poljoprivrede raseljavanje
stanovnistva, umesto pitkih potoka i najkvalitetnijin podzemnih
voda skupa barustina. Cista se¢a sume u zizi biodiverziteta Sr-
bije, ali i Evrope.
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A series of victories in Boljevac -
but the fight for water continues —
Boljevac

At the public session of the Boljevac Municipal Planning Com-
mission, held to review comments on the Draft Spatial Plan,
Iskra Krsti¢ and Zaklina Zivkovié from Polekol and the Right to
Water initiative defended the rights of people and nature in the
region. This plan, which is supposed to guide the municipali-
ty's development for the coming decades, revealed quite the
opposite—a vision of natural resource devastation for short-
term profit. Planned projects included an alpine ski resort on
Rtanj, five wind farms, and dozens of dams and small hydro-
power plants on all tributaries of the Crni Timok River, intend-
ed for the Bogovina protective reservoir—projects that would
permanently transform the region. Instead of agriculture, popu-
lation displacement; instead of clean streams and high-quality
groundwater, expensive marshlands. Clear-cutting of forests in
the heart of biodiversity in Serbia, and even Europe.

==

10.11.2025.

Upozorili smo UNESCO o rizicima po
Studenicu

Udruzenja gradana Polekol, Europa Nostra Srbija i lokalna inici-
jativa iz Usc¢a - Spasimo Studenicu podneli su zvanicnu inicija-
tivu Centru za svetsku bastinu - UNESCO u Parizu, upozorava-
juci na sve ozbiljnije pritiske koji prete Studenici. Ukazali smo na
to da nepovratno narusavanje preti jednom od najvrednijih de-
lova kulturnog i prirodnog nasleda Srbije, sliva reke Studenice
i kulturnog predela koji okruzuje manastir Studenicu, dragulj
srpske bastine, prepoznat i upisan na Listu svetske kulturne
bastine 1986. godine.

Posebno zabrinjava Cinjenica da je sliv Studenice vec¢ planski
definisan kao kulturni predeo najviseg znacaja i kao deo UN-
ESCO Rezervata biosfere Golija-Studenica, ali da uprkos tome
novi projekti nastavljaju da potkopavaju njegove vrednosti. Ne-
legalno potvrden urbanisticki projekat MHE Gradina, izmenjena
Uredba o zastiti Parka prirode Golija koja otvara vrata opasnim
intervencijama, kao i planovi za gradnju akumulacija na samom
izvoristu reke zbog Sirenja ski-centra - sve to zajedno pred-
stavlja kombinaciju pretnji kojom se sistematski narusava in-
tegritet ovog jedinstvenog prostora.

,Studenica nije mesto za industriju i betonskog gorostasa od
30 metara, vec prostor u kojem su priroda, ljudska delatnost i
duhovnost u neraskidivoj vezi*, porucio je Polekol.
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We alerted UNESCO about the risks to
the Studenica River

The organizations Polekol, Europa Nostra Serbia, and the local
initiative from USce - Save the Studenica submitted an official
initiative to the World Heritage Centre - UNESCO in Paris, warn-
ing about the increasing pressures threatening the Studenica
River. We highlighted that irreversible damage threatens one of
the most valuable parts of Serbia's cultural and natural heritage:
the Studenica River basin and the surrounding cultural land-
scape of the Studenica Monastery, a jewel of Serbian heritage,
recognized and inscribed on the World Heritage List in 1986.

Of particular concern is that the Studenica basin is already des-
ignated as a cultural landscape of the highest importance and
as part of the UNESCO Golija-Studenica Biosphere Reserve,
yet new projects continue to undermine its values. The illegally
approved urban project of the Gradina small hydropower plant,
amendments to the protection regulation of the Golija Nature
Park that open the door to dangerous interventions, and plans
to build reservoirs at the river's very source for ski-center ex-
pansion—all together represent a combination of threats sys-
tematically compromising the integrity of this unique area.

“Studenica is not a place for industry and a 30-meter concrete

giant, but a space where nature, human activity, and spirituality
exist in an inseparable connection,” stated Polekol.
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3.11.2025.

Prode pola veka, voda jos se ceka —
Brestovac i Donje Brijanje

Voda je osnov zivota, ali za mnoge na severu opstine Lesko-
vac, vec decenijama i izvor brige. U selima Brestovac, Lipovi-
ca, Meda, Kutles, Sarlince, Draskovac i Donje Brijanje problem
vodosnabdevanja traje viSe od 50 godina. Bunari presusuju,
voda je sumnjivog kvaliteta, a endemska nefropatija godinama
ugrozava na ovom podrugju.

Gradani Donjeg Brijanja su u junu blokirali saobracajnicu, nakon
Sto suiscrpli sve institucionalne metode. Sa blokada su se nasoj
inicijativi obratili pismom u kom stoji da njihovo selo od 1000
ljudi nema vodovodnu mrezu, a da su mnogi bunari sto presusili
Sto neispravni. “Najbliza vodovodna mreza nalazi se na 150 me-
tara od kuca, u ataru sela (vodovod Gornji Brestovac-Doljevac,
opstina Bojnik), ali opstina Bojnik odbija da dozvoli prikljucenje”,
stoji u pismu. Lokalna vlast je obavestila mestane da vodu nece
dobiti ni iz vodovodne mreze Barje, iako im je to obecano.

“Mestani su osamdesetih i devedesetih godina redovno placali
samodoprinose lokalnoj samoupravi za izgradnju vodovodne
mreze Barje, kao i za vodovod Bojnik-Doljevac, ali nikada nisu
prikljuceni, a novcu se izgubio trag. | danas se prisetimo kako je
5% odbijano od plata nasih roditelja i nas, bez da smo dobili iSta
zauzvrat”, kazu u Donjem Brijanju.

“Svi mestani, bez obzira na nacionalnu pripadnost, ucestvuju
rame uz rame u smenama tokom blokade. Srbi i Romi jednako
snose posledice i zajednicki brane pravo na osnovne uslove za
zivot”, naglasili su mestani Donjeg Brijanja.

Inicijativa Pravo na vodu i udruzenje gradana Ovde ostajem su
posetili Brestovac i susedno Donje Brijanje i pozvali gradane
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ucestvuju u otvorenom razgovoru o pravu na zdravu vodu,
odgovornosti institucija i snazi zajednickog delovanja.
Razgovor je odrzan ispred Centra kulture u Brestovcu.

Half a century has passed, and the
water still hasn’t come - Brestovac
and Donje Brijanje

Water is the foundation of life, yet for many in the northern part
of the Leskovac municipality, it has been a source of concern
for decades. In the villages of Brestovac, Lipovica, Meda, Kutles,
Sarlince, Draskovac, and Donje Brijanje, water supply problems
have persisted for over 50 years. Wells are drying up, water
quality is questionable, and endemic nephropathy has threat-
ened the area for years.

The citizens of Donje Brijanje village blocked the road in June,
after exhausting all institutional methods. From the blockades,
they addressed our initiative with a letter stating that their village
of 1,000 people does not have a water supply network, and that
many wells are either dry or defective. “The nearest water sup-
ply network is located 150 meters from the houses, in the atar of
the village (water supply Gornji Brestovac-Doljevac, municipal-
ity of Bojnik), but the municipality of Bojnik refuses to allow the
connection,” the letter reads. The local government informed
the residents that they will not get water even from the Barje
water supply network, even though they were promised it.

“In the 1980s and 1990s, local residents regularly paid self-con-
tributions to the local government for the construction of the
Barje water supply network, as well as the Bojnik-Doljevac wa-
ter supply, but they were never connected, and the money was
lost. Even today, we remember how 5% was deducted from the

salaries of our parents and us, without getting anything in return,”
they say in Donjie Brijanje.

“All residents, regardless of nationality, participate side by side in
shifts during the blockade. Serbs and Roma alike bear the conse-
quences and jointly defend the right to basic conditions for life,"
emphasized the residents of Donje Brijanje.

The Right to Water initiative and the citizens' association | stay
here visited Brestovac and neighboring Donje Brijanje and invited
citizens to come and participate in an open conversation about
the right to healthy water, the responsibility of institutions and
the power of joint action. The conversation was held in a public
space in Brestovac.

Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet / Right to Water and Biodiversity
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1511.2025.
Ima li Svrljig pravo na vodu? — Svrljig

Tokom proteklih godina Svrljig se vise puta suocavao sa re-
strikcijama i nestasicama vode, a 2025. godine proglasena je
i vanredna situacija zbog dugotrajne suse i smanjenog dotoka
vode na izvorima. Inicijativa Pokrenimo Svrljig, Polekol i Pravo
na vodu su zato ispred zgrade Mesne zajednice Svrljig sa grad-
anima odrzali razgovor na temu vodosnabdevanja i odgovor-
nom upravljanju vodom.

lako istrazivanja pokazuju da SvrljiSka kotlina raspolaze znaca-
Jjnim rezervama podzemnih i arteskih voda, te da postoje realni
potencijali za stabilnije snabdevanje u buducnosti, neophod-
no je i stratesko planiranje, ulaganje i odgovorno upravljanje.
U Svrljigu smo razgovarali o trenutnom stanju i perspektiva-
ma vodosnabdevanja: o izvorima, gubicima, busSotinama, ali
i 0 ulozi institucija, komunalnog preduzeca i samih gradana u
ocuvanju i pravednom upravljanju ovim javnim dobrom. Bila je
to prilika da zajednicki razmotrimo kako obezbediti da voda u
Svrljigu ostane javna, sigurna i dostupna svima - danas i u go-
dinama koje dolaze.
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Does Svrljig have the right to water? -
Svrljig

Over the past years, Svrljig has repeatedly faced water restric-
tions and shortages, and in 2025 a state of emergency was de-
clared due to prolonged drought and reduced water flow at
the sources. The Pokrenimo Svrljig initiative, Polekol, and the
Right to Water held a discussion with citizens in front of the
Svrljig Community Center on water supply and responsible wa-
ter management.

Although research shows that the Svrljig basin has significant
reserves of underground and artesian water, and that there are
solid potentials for a more stable supply in the future, what is
also necessary is strategic planning, investment and responsi-
ble management. In Svrljig, we discussed the current state and
prospects of water supply: sources, losses, wells, but also the
role of institutions, utility companies and citizens themselves
in the preservation and fair management of this public good.
It was an opportunity to jointly consider how to ensure that the
water in Svrljig remains public, safe and accessible to everyone
- today and in the years to come.
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18.11.2025.

Govorili smo na Forumu Ekoloskih
politika

Pravni savetnik Polekola Strahinja Macic¢ je bio panelista na
trecem Forumu Ekoloskih politika “Lokalna reSenja za (inter)na-
cionalne politike”, koji je odrzan pod nazivom “"Podizanje svesti
Jjavnostii angazovanje lokalnih zajednica u zastiti zivotne sredine™.

Forum koji organizuje WWF Adria je okupio predstavnike in-
stitucija, lokalnih samouprava, organizacija civilnog drustva i
medunarodnih partnera kako bi razmenili iskustva i predloge
za unapredenje javnih politika u oblasti zastite prirode, klime i
odrzivog razvoja.

We spoke at the Forum of
Environmental Policies

Polekol's legal advisor, Strahinja Macic¢, was a panelist at the
third Environmental Policy Forum, “Local Solutions for (Inter)
national Policies,” held under the theme “Raising Public Aware-
ness and Engaging Local Communities in Environmental Pro-
tection.”

The forum, organized by W\WF Adria, brought together repre-
sentatives from institutions, local governments, civil society or-
ganizations, and international partners to exchange experienc-
es and propose improvements to public policies in the fields of
nature protection, climate, and sustainable development.
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910.2025.
Peticija - Gde su pare za cevi stare

Pravo na vodu i Polekol su pokrenuli kampanju ,Gde su pare za
cevi stare?!”, u okviru koje svaki gradanin moze jednostavnim
popunjavanjem formulara generisati svoju peticiju, licnhu, konk-
retnu i usmerenu na problem koji ga pogada, i automatski je
poslati svojoj lokalnoj samoupravi. Bez odlaska na pisarnice,
bez komplikacija i bez prepreka, svako moze da zatrazi izgrad-
nju nedostajuce mreze, rekonstrukciju dotrajalih cevi, zamenu
azbesta ili stabilnije i sigurnije vodosnabdevanje u svojoj ulici
ili naselju.

Ovaj alat je tu da nas glas bude snazniji, da zahtevi gradana
stignu onima koji odlucuju i da se jasno pokaze koliko nam je
svima stalo do vode koja je Cista, zdrava i dostupna. Svaka po-
slata inicijativa stvara pritisak na vlast da prioritizuje ulaganja
u vodovod u budzetu za 2026. godinu i da prestane da odlaze
ono Sto je ve¢ odavno trebalo resiti.

Petition - Where’s the money for the
old pipes

The Right to Water initiative and Polekol launched the cam-
paign “Where's the money for the old pipes?,” through which
every citizen can easily generate their own petition by filling
out a simple form. Each petition is personal, concrete, and tar-
geted at the problem that affects them, and it is automatically
sent to their local government. No visits to municipal offices, no
complications, no barriers, anyone can request the construc-
tion of missing infrastructure, the renovation of worn-out pipes,
the replacement of asbestos, or more stable and secure water
supply in their street or neighborhood.

This tool is designed to amplify our voices, ensure that citizens'
demands reach decision-makers, and clearly show how much
we all care about clean, healthy, and accessible water. Every sub-
mitted initiative creates pressure on authorities to prioritize in-
vestments in water infrastructure in the 2026 budget and to stop
delaying solutions that should have been addressed long ago.
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5 - 712.2025.

Sastanalg Evropskog pokreta za vode -
Dirona, Spanija

Od 5. do 7. decembra 2025. u Dironi je odrzan godisnji sastanak
Evropskog pokreta za vode (EWM), na kojem su, izmedu ostalih,
uéestvovale Iva Markovié, Zaklina Zivkovié¢ i Nikolina Bjekovi¢
iz organizacije Polekol i inicijative Pravo na vodu, clanice Ev-
ropskog pokreta za vode. Tokom sastanka odrzan je niz tem-
atskih razgovora i radionica posvecenih evropskim politikama
upravljanja vodama, pritiscima na vodna dobra i drustvenim
odgovorima na aktuelne procese deregulacije, a tom prilikom
je usvojena i zajednicka deklaracija EWM-a.

Na javhom dogadaju u okviru sastanka govorila je i lva Markov-
i¢, zajedno sa Pedrom Arrojo-Agudom, Specijalnim izvestiocem
UN za ljudska prava na vodu i sanitaciju. Delegacija je posetila i
Katalonski institut za istrazivanje voda (ICRA).
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Meeting of the European Water
Movement — Girona, Spain

From December 5 to 7, 2025, the annual meeting of the Eu-
ropean Water Movement (EWM) was held in Girona, Spain, at-
tended by Iva Markovi¢, Zaklina Zivkovi¢, and Nikolina Bjekovi¢
from Polekol and the Right to Water initiative, members of the
European Water Movement. The meeting featured a series of
thematic discussions and workshops focused on European
water governance policies, pressures on water resources, and
societal responses to ongoing deregulation processes. During
the event, a joint EWM declaration was adopted.

At a public event during the meeting, Iva Markovi¢ spoke
alongside Pedro Arrojo-Agudo, UN Special Rapporteur on the
human rights to water and sanitation. The delegation also visit-
ed the Catalan Institute for Water Research (ICRA).
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1112.2025.

Podrska inicijativi Rzavljani — brana
Svrackovo

Zajedno sa inicijativom Rzavljani, Pravo na vodu je uz podrsku
naseg saborca, muzicara koji se godinama zalaze za ocuvanje
prirode, Darka Rundeka, posetilo branu Svrackovo i kroz drust-
vene mreze izvestili o stanju koje smo videli na terenu. Brana
Svrackovo, iako jos uvek nije pustena u rad, iza sebe vec¢ sada
ostavlja ostavlja presecene obale, ranjen krajolik i devastiran tok
reke Rzav. Nasuprot zivotu koji reka stvara, stoji slika destrukcije
koja se odvija vec sada, pre nego sto je brana i zavrsena.

Support for the Rzavljani Initiative —
Svrackovo Dam

Together with the Rzavljani initiative, Right to Water, support-
ed by our long-time ally and musician advocating for nature
conservation, Darko Rundek, visited the Svrackovo Dam and
reported via social media on the conditions we observed on
site. Although the Svrackovo Dam has not yet been put into op-
eration, it has already left behind cut riverbanks, a wounded
landscape, and a devastated course of the Rzav River. Oppo-
site the life the river sustains stands the image of destruction
unfolding already, even before the dam is completed.

==

2712.2025.

VisSe se ne moze graditi MHE Suknari
na Bistrici

Opstina Vlasotince donela je reSenje da je prestala da vazi
gradevinska dozvola za projekat MHE, simbol gramzivosti i
pohlepe koji je godinama pretio da trajno devastira reku i zajed-
nicu. Ova odluka je rezultat upornog i argumentovanog rada.
Polekol je krajem leta 2025. podneo zahtev za stavljanje van
pravne snage gradevinske dozvole, ukazujuci na niz nezakonito-
sti u nhjenom izdavanju i kasnijim izmenama. Slucaj MHE Suknari
jos jednom potvrduje ono na Sta godinama upozoravamo, male
hidroelektrane donose minimalnu energetsku korist, a ogrom-
nu stetu prirodi, javnim finansijama i lokalnim zajednicama. Ova
odluka je vazan signal da se politike koje su omogucile ovakve
projekte mogu i moraju menjati i da je otpor itekako smislen.

The SHPP Suknari on the Bistrica
River can no longer be built

The municipality of Vlasotince has issued a decision declaring
the construction permit for the Suknari SHPP invalid, a project
that for years symbolized greed and threatened to permanent-
ly devastate the river and the local community. This decision is
the result of persistent and well-founded advocacy.

At the end of summer 2025, Polekol submitted a request to
annul the construction permit, pointing out numerous legal ir-
regularities in its issuance and subsequent amendments. The
Suknari case once again confirms what we have been warning
about for years: small hydropower plants bring minimal energy
benefits but cause enormous damage to nature, public financ-
es, and local communities. This decision sends an important
signal that policies enabling such projects can and must be
changed, and that resistance is both meaningful and effective.
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Mediji

Strahinja Macic¢ je dao intervju za
portal Balkan Green Energy News

Strahinja Maci¢ je ispred inicijative Pravo na vodu, govorio o
stanju reka u Srbiji, Cime su zagadene, kako to utice na njihove
ekositeme, koji su dodatni izazovi usled klimatskih promena, na
koji nacin prekomerna eksploatacija, rudarenje i poljoprivreda
utic¢e na njih, koji su najugrozeniji regioni u Srbiji, na neadekvatan
odnos institucija prema rekama, itd.

16.3.2025.

Strahinja Maci¢ — Emisija Cekajuéi
vetar
Pravni savetnik Strahinja Macié je u emisiji Cekajuci vetar govorio

o aktivnostima namenjenim zastiti reke i predela Studenice koje
su sproveli Polekol i lokalne inicijative.

2.4.2025.

Zaklina Zivkovié je gostovala na
Jutarnjem programu RTS-a

Borba za Studenicu stigla je i do javnog servisa Radio televizija
Srbije - Radio Beograda! Nasa Zaklina Zivkovi¢ je za jutarn-
ji program govorila o znacaju zastite Studenice i drugih pla-
ninskih reka Kraljeva.
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Strahinja Maci¢ — interview with
Balkan Green Energy News

On behalf of the Right to Water initiative, Strahinja Maci¢ spoke
about the condition of rivers in Serbia, how they are polluted,
how this affects their ecosystems, what additional challenges
arise due to climate change, in what way over-exploitation,
mining, and agriculture affect them, which regions in Serbia are
the most endangered, the inadequate attitude of institutions
toward rivers, etc.

Strahinja Maci¢ in the Waiting for the
Wind radio show

Legal adviser Strahinja Macic talked in the Waiting for the Wind
radio program about the activities aimed at protecting the river
and the Studenica area, which were carried out by Polekol and
local initiatives.

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ was a guest on the
morning program of RTS

The fight for Studenica river has reached the public service Radio
Television of Serbia - Radio Belgrade! Our Zaklina Zivkovié talked
about the importance of protecting Studenica and other moun-
tain rivers of Kraljevo for the morning programme.

11.7.2025.
Iskra Krsti¢ u “Medu nama”

Nasa Iskra Krsti¢ gostovala je u emisiji “Medu nama" na televiziji
Nova S, gde je govorila o vaznosti ocuvanja vodnih resursa i razlo-
zima sve izrazenijeg otpora gradana prema Stetnim projektima.
Kroz razgovor je istaknut porast ekoloske svesti u lokalnim zajed-
nicama i spremnost ljudi da se organizuju u zastiti javnih dobara,
prepoznajuci vodu kao pitanje opstanka, a ne privilegije.

207.2025.
Zaklina Zivkovié¢ za Nova S

U intervjuu za Nova S portal Zaklina Zivkovié¢ je govorila o gu-
bicima pijace vode zbog lose infrastrukture. “Na lokacijama
dva ogromna podzemna jezera Ciste pijace vode, Jadru i Ho-
molju, planiraju se rudnici. Na beogradskom vodoizvoristvu,
Makisu i Sur¢inskom polju, gradi se metro, Nacionalni stadion
i organizuje Expo. | ovog leta susa je iznenadila vodoprivredna
preduzeca - kao Sto nas svake zime iznenadi sneg”, istakla je
Zaklina u ovom intervjuu.

27.7.2025.
Strahinja Maci¢ u emisiji “Novi dan

Nas Strahinja Maci¢ gostovao je u emisiji “Novi dan”, gde je
govorio o izazovima u vezi sa vodosnhabdevanjem i potrebi za
odgovornim upravljanjem javnim resursima. Jos jedno vazno
pitanje iz domena ekoloske i drustvene pravde dospelo je u
fokus Sire javnosti.

Iskra Krsti¢ in “Medu nama”

Our Iskra Krstic was a guest on the show “Medu nama" (*Just
between us”) on Nova S television, where she spoke about the
importance of preserving water resources and the reasons for
the increasingly pronounced resistance of citizens to harmful
projects. The conversation highlighted the increase in environ-
mental awareness in local communities and the willingness of
people to organize themselves in the protection of public goods,
recognizing water as a matter of survival and not a privilege.

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ for Nova S

In an interview for the Nova S portal, Zaklina Zivkovi¢ spoke
about the loss of drinking water due to poor infrastructure. “At
the sites of two enormous underground lakes of clean drinking
water, in Jadar and Homolje, mining projects are being planned.
At Belgrade's water source areas - Makis and Surcinsko pol-
je - the metro, the National Stadium, and Expo are being de-
veloped. And this summer, drought once again caught water
management companies by surprise - just as snow surprises
us every winter," Zivkovi¢ emphasized in the interview.

Strahinja Maci¢ in the show “Novi
dan”

Our Strahinja Maci¢ was a guest on the “Novi dan” ("New day")
show, where he spoke about challenges related to water supply
and the need for responsible management of public resources.
Another important issue in the domain of environmental and so-
cial justice has come into the focus of the general public.
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Strahinja Maci¢ na Radio Beograd 1

Strahinja Maci¢ govorio je u emisiji Radio Beograda 1 o uzroci-
ma hronic¢nih restrikcija vode koje godinama pogadaju mnoga
mesta u Srbiji.

297.2025.
Zaklina Zivkovi¢ u “Pokreni se”

Nasa Zaklina Zivkovi¢ gostovala je u jutarnjem programu
“Pokreni se" razgovarajuci o odgovornosti lokalnih samoupra-
va za stanje vodovodne infrastrukture, posledicama njenog
neodrzavanja, velikim gubicima vode u mrezi i problemima
snabdevanja tokom leta koji su posledica i lose infrastrukture,
a ne samo susa.

12.7.2025.

Govorili smo za Vreme o malim
hidroelektranama

Polekol je bio sagovornik nedeljnika Vreme za ¢lanak “Male hi-
droelektrane kao propali projekat”.

L,Studija uticaja se ne radi kad je instalisana snaga manja od 2MW.
Investitor podnese zahtev za odlucivanje. Opstina kaze ' Gle, ima
manje od 2MW, obustavlja se postupak tj. studija se ne radi’ Tako
smo dosli do toga da je 31km Vlasine u cevima 10 derivacionih
elekrana, na slivu Pcinje koja je ..Emerald" (medunarodna ekolos-
ka mreza za ocuvanje divlje flore i faune i prirodnih stanista u onim
zemljama koje nisu clanice EU ali sa njom odrzavaju prijateljske
veze, ili su u fazi pristupanja Uniji) podrucje i Srbiji i Makedoniji
i zasticeno prirodno dobro, pa i na Rupskoj reci na kojoj je selo
Dadince imamo situaciju da se ne radi procena uticaja, jer su
sve elektane instalisane snage manje od 2MW, pa se ne radi ni
procena kumulativnih i sinergijskih efekata” kaze pravni savetnik
Strahinja Macic.

64 Godisnjak / Yearbook 2025

Strahinja Maci¢ on Radio Belgrade 1

Strahinja Maci¢ spoke on Radio Belgrade 1 about the causes of
chronic water restrictions that have been affecting many places
in Serbia for years.

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ in “Pokreni se”

Our Zaklina Zivkovi¢ was a guest in the morning program
.Pokreni se" ("Get started”) discussing the responsibility of local
governments for the state of water infrastructure, the conse-
quences of its non-maintenance, large losses of water in the
network and supply problems during the summer, which are
also a consequence of poor infrastructure, not just drought.

We spoke for Vreme about small
hydropower plants

Polekol was the interviewee of the weekly Vreme for the arti-
cle "Small hydroelectric power plants as a failed project”. “The
impact study is not done when the installed power is less than
2MW. The investor submits a request for a decision. The mu-
nicipality says ‘Look, there is less than 2MW, the procedure is
suspended, i.e. the study is not done’ That is how we came to
the situation that 31km of Vlasina are in the pipes of 10 deriva-
tion electric screens, in the PCinja basin, which is the "Emerald”
(international ecological network for the preservation of flora and
fauna and natural habitats in those countries that are not mem-
bers of the EU but they maintain friendly relations with it, or are
in the phase of accession to the Union) area in both Serbia and
Macedonia, and a protected natural asset in both countries,.
Even on the Rupska river, where the village of Dadince is locat-
ed, we have a situation where no impact assessment was done,
because all the power plants have an installed power of less
than 2MW, so no assessment of cumulative and synergistic ef-
fects is done either,” says legal advisor Strahinja Macic.

25.8.2025.

Miroslava Nikoli¢ je dala intervju za
ortal Mingl

Miroslava Nikoli¢ je dala intervju za portal MingL, koji je izasao pod
naslovom: “Bez vode, bez prava: Kako susa postaje svakodnevi-
ca, a institucije ¢cute”

10.11.2025.

Strahinja Maci¢ — Tekst o Studenici —
Klima 101

Na portalu Klima 101 objavljen je tekst o terenskom istrazivanju
Studenice.

“Pored dve novootkrivene vrste u Studenici, u ovom nauc¢nom
podvigu, zabelezeno je jos Sest od ranije poznatih vrsta razlici-
tog stepena zastite: pes (Cottus gobio) koji je strogo zasticen,
pastrmka (Salmo trutta), potocna mrena (Barbus balcanius),
pliska (Alburnoides bipunctatus) i klen (Squalius cephalus) koje
su zasticene i naposletku krkusa (Gobio gobio) kao vrsta van
zastine”, skrece se paznja u tekstu.

Jzgradnja brane i akumulacije, koja bi potopila 1.4 kilometra
recnog toka uzvodno od nje, proizvela bi izrazito negativan
efekat. Studenica bi bila pretvorena u znacajno izmenjeno vod-
no telo, a postojeca stanista i vrste, kojima su ti brzaci, slapovi i
virovi dom, bili bi unisteni”, izjavio je Strahinja Maci¢ iz Polekola.

Miroslava Nikoli¢ gave an interview
for the Mingl portal

Miroslava Nikoli¢ gave an interview for the Mingl portal, which
was published under the title: "Without water, without rights:
How drought becomes everyday, and institutions are silent”

Strahinja Maci¢ — Text about
Studenica river — Climate 101

A text about the field research of Studenica was published on
the Klima 101 portal.

“In addition to the two newly discovered species in Studenica,
in this scientific feat, six more previously known species of dif-
ferent degrees of protection were recorded: the pesh (Cottus
gobio) which is strictly protected, the trout (Salmo trutta), the
brook barbel (Barbus balcanius), the porpoise (Alburnoides bi-
punctatus) and the chub (Squalius cephalus) which are protect-
ed and finally the gobies (Gobio gobio) as a species outside of
protection”, the text exemplifies.

“The construction of a dam and reservoir, which would sub-
merge 1.4 kilometers of the river course upstream of it, would
produce an extremely negative effect. Studenica would be
turned into a significantly altered body of water, and the existing
habitats and species, which are home to these rapids, water-
falls and whirlpools, would be destroyed," Strahinja Macic from
Polekol stated.
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https://www.mingl.rs/rubrike/mingl-kutak-/2819/6590/bez-vode-bez-prava_-kako-susa-postaje-svakodnevica-a-institucije-cute.html
https://klima101.rs/reka-studenica-nove-vrste/
https://klima101.rs/reka-studenica-nove-vrste/
https://www.rts.rs/radio/radio-beograd-1/5759597/restrikcije-vode---sumorna-svakodnevica-mnogih-mesta-u-srbiji-iz-leta-u-leto.html

9.12.2025.

Tekst o Studenici u Novom magazinu

U Novom magazinu je objavljen tekst o istrazivanju reke Stu-
denice koje je organizovao Polekol. “Polekol je pokrenuo ter-
ensko istrazivanje reke Studenice sa ciliem da dodatno pot-
krepi stavove o njenom znacaju i potrebi ocuvanja. Istrazivanje
je realizovano u avgustu 2025. godine u saradnji sa dr Anom
Mari¢, docentkinjom na BioloSkom fakultetu u Beogradu, i dr
Jelenom Stankovi¢ Risti¢, nau¢nom saradnicom Instituta za bi-
oloska istrazivanja”, konstatuje se.

2511.2025.

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ za RTS: Kako gradani
mogu da uticu na poboljsanje svog
prava na vodu?

InicijativaPravo na vodu pokrenula je kampanju “Gde su pare
za cevi stare”. Podsecajuci da cak cCetvrtina stanovnistva u
Srbiji svakog dana zivi sa nesigurnim vodosnabdevanjem - u
nekim sredinama gubi se i viSe od 50 poste vode pre nego sto
ona stigne do ¢esmi, na mnogo mesta ne postoje prikljucci na
vodovodnu mrezu ili su cevi dotrajale i nebezbedne - te da sve
to utice na zdravlje, troskove domacinstava i osnovni osecaj
dostojanstva, predstavnici obe organizacije svima koji imaju
probleme nude jednostavan nacin kako da se obrate svojim
lokalnim samoupravama da bi inicirali njihovo resavanje. Tim
povodom goséa RTS 1 radija bila je Zaklina Zivkovié iz “Prava
na vodu”.
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Text about Studenica river in Novi
Magazin

An article about the study of the river Studenica, organized by
Polekol, was published in Novi Magazin. “Polekol launched a
field survey of the Studenica River with the aim of further sup-
porting its views on its importance and the need for conserva-
tion. The research was carried out in August 2025 in collabo-
ration with Dr. Ana Mari¢, assistant professor at the Faculty of
Biology in Belgrade, and Dr. Jelena Stankovic Risti¢, scientific
associate at the Institute for Biological Research,” it is stated.

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ for RTS: How can
citizens influence the improvement of
their right to water?

The Right to Water initiative launched the campaign “Where Is
the Money for Old Pipes?". Reminding the public that as many
as one quarter of Serbia's population lives every day with inse-
cure water supply - in some areas, more than 50 percent of wa-
ter is lost before it even reaches household taps, in many places
there is no connection to the water network, or the pipes are
outdated and unsafe - and that all of this affects public health,
household expenses, and the basic sense of dignity, represen-
tatives of the two organizations are offering a simple way for
anyone facing such problems to address their local authorities
and initiate solutions. On this occasion, Zaklina Zivkovi¢ from
“Right to Water” was a guest on RTS 1 radio.

Pravo na vodu i biodiverzitet / Right to Water and Biodiversity



https://www.rts.rs/lat/radio/radio-beograd-1/5834188/kako-gradjani-mogu-da-uticu-na-poboljsanje-svog-prava-na-dostupnu-i-bezbednu-vodu.html
https://www.rts.rs/lat/radio/radio-beograd-1/5834188/kako-gradjani-mogu-da-uticu-na-poboljsanje-svog-prava-na-dostupnu-i-bezbednu-vodu.html
https://www.rts.rs/lat/radio/radio-beograd-1/5834188/kako-gradjani-mogu-da-uticu-na-poboljsanje-svog-prava-na-dostupnu-i-bezbednu-vodu.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fL1TLnpDnB4
https://polekol.org/2025/12/16/dr-canak-atlagic-studenica-je-reka-autohtonih-i-zasticenih-vrsta-hitno-zastititi-ceo-njen-tok/
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Politicka
ekologija

Polekol se bavi unapredenjem znanja o politickoj ekologiji i
razumevanju zelene politicke ideje. Politicka ekologija je naucna
oblast koja se odnosom drustva i prirode, kriti€ki preispitujuci odnose
drustvene moci koji uticu na pristup prirodnim dobrima i fokusirajuci
se na neravnopravnost i nepravdu u raspodeli troskova i dobrobiti.
Radi sveobuhvatnog pristupa podsti¢emo medusektorsku saradnju i
Sirenje saveznistava drustvenih aktera kao Sto su organizacije civilnog
drustva, sindikati, nau¢na zajednica, manjine, zene itd. Edukujemo
politicke aktere o zelenoj politickoj ideji i pronalazimo nacine da se
ona primeni u Srbiji. Razvijamo ideju i zagovaramo pravednu tranziciju
ka zelenim alternativama u ekonomiji i drustvu uopste.

Political
Ecology

Polekol works to advance knowledge of political ecology and to
deepen the understanding of green political ideas. Political ecol-
ogy is an academic field that examines the relationship between
society and nature, critically analyzing power relations that shape
access to nature commons and focusing on inequalities and injus-
tices in the distribution of environmental costs and benefits. In order
to promote a comprehensive approach, we encourage cross-sec-
toral cooperation and the expansion of alliances among social ac-
tors such as civil society organizations, trade unions, the scientific
community, minorities, women, and others. We educate political
actors about green political ideas and explore ways to apply them
in Serbia. We also develop and advocate for a just transition toward
greener alternatives in the economy and society as a whole.

Sazrevanje promene / The Ripening of Change
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14.1.2025.

Polekol u Radnoj grupi Ministarstva
zastite Zzivotne sredine za izradu

Nacrta Strategije i Akcionog plana za

primenu Arhuske konvencije

Ucesce gradana u zastiti zivotne sredine i donosenju odluka
koje uticu na prirodu i zdravlje ljudi jedno je od osnovnih pra-
va u demokratskom drustvu. Arhuska konvencija, kao medun-
arodni pravni okvir koji garantuje ta prava, obavezuje drzave
potpisnice da obezbede pristup informacijama, javno ucesce i
pravnu zastitu u pitanjima zivotne sredine. U Republici Srbiji i
dalje postoje brojni problemi u sprovodenju ovih principa.

Polekol je u okviru Radne grupe za Nacrt strategije za primenu
Arhunske konvencije trazio stroze kazne i delotvornije mere
za krivicna dela povezana sa negativnim uticajem na prirodu,
javno zdravlje i pravni poredak. Aktuelna zakonska resenja nisu
dovoljno efikasna u suzbijanju ekoloskog kriminala i ne odgov-
araju potrebama savremenog drustva.

Organizacija je ukazala na to da postojeci predlozi ne ispunja-
vaju u potpunosti cilj same Konvencije, niti omogucavaju una-
predenje mogucnosti javne participacije gradana i pravne zas-
tite zivotne sredine u meri u kojoj je to potrebno.

Polekol in the Working Group of

the Ministry of Environmental
Protection for the Preparation of the
Draft Strategy and Action Plan for
the Implementation of the Aarhus
Convention

Citizen participation in environmental protection and in deci-
sion-making that affects nature and public health is one of the
fundamental rights in a democratic society. The Aarhus Con-
vention, as an international legal framework that guarantees
these rights, obliges signatory states to ensure access to in-
formation, public participation, and legal protection in environ-
mental matters. In the Republic of Serbia, however, numerous
problems in the implementation of these principles still remain.

Within the Working Group for the Draft Strategy on the imple-
mentation of the Aarhus Convention, Polekol called for stricter
penalties and more effective measures for criminal offenses
related to negative impacts on nature, public health, and the
legal order. The current legal solutions are not sufficiently ef-
fective in combating environmental crime and do not meet the
needs of contemporary society.

The organization also pointed out that the existing proposals
do not fully meet the objectives of the Convention itself, nor do
they sufficiently improve opportunities for public participation
and legal protection of the environment to the extent necessary.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

je to sto nije
uskladen sa

Arhuskom
konvencijom



https://polekol.org/2025/06/11/arhuska-basna-i-naravoucenije/
https://polekol.org/2025/06/11/arhuska-basna-i-naravoucenije/
https://polekol.org/2025/06/11/arhuska-basna-i-naravoucenije/
https://polekol.org/2025/06/11/arhuska-basna-i-naravoucenije/
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

23.1.2025.

Podrska generalnom Strajku

Polekol je kao deo podrske studentskim protestima preneo
poziv gradanima da se prikljuce generalnom Strajku.

Nadstresnica neodgovornosti zvana zagadenje pada svakog
dana na stanovnike Bora, Majdanpeka, Uzica, Valjeva, Novog
Pazara, a preti da padne i na Homolje, Jadar, Rogoznu.. Porucili
smo da zivimo ogromnu ekolosku i narastajucu klimatsku krizu.
One koji donose odluke zanimaju samo privatni interesi, a na
gubitke prirode, zdravlja i zivota se ne osvrcu.

Support for the General Strike

Polekol, as part of its support for the student protests, shared a
callinviting citizens to join the general strike.

The canopy of irresponsibility called pollution falls every day
on the residents of Bor, Majdanpek, UzZice, Valjevo, Novi Pazar,
and threatens to fall on Homolje, Jadar, Rogozna.. We stated
that we are living through a massive ecological and growing
climate crisis. Those making decisions care only about private
interests, while ignoring the losses of nature, health, and hu-
man lives.
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Na njihovo
“PA STA?”
odgovaramo

“pA STRAJK!”
24.1.2025b.

&

4.2.2025.

Obustava rada u radnoj grupi za
Arhusku konvenciju - Beograd

Od pocetka studentskih protesta javno i nedvosmisleno podrza-
vamo sve njihove zahteve. Od pada nadstresnice u Novom Sadu
1. novembra 2024. godine duboko smo potreseni stradanjem ne-
vinih udi, nasiliem kome svedocimo, kao i postupanjem instituci-
ja koje, umesto da rade svoj posao, pomocu razlicitih manevara
pokusavaju da ugase studentsku borbu. Studenti su pokazali da to
nije moguce i da, dok institucije ne po¢nu da rade u skladu sa svo-
jim nadleznostima, borba nece prestati. Vladavina prava i odgov-
ornost nosilaca javnih funkcija moraju biti temelj funkcionisanja
drustva. Medutim, Srbija ve¢ dugo nije drzava vladavine prava. Do
ispunjenja studentskih zahteva, zamrzavamo ¢lanstvo u Radnoj
grupi za izradu Nacrta Strategije za primenu Arhuske konvencije.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

Suspension of activities in the working
group for the Aarhus Convention

Since the beginning of the student protests, we have publicly and
unequivocally supported all their demands. The collapse of the
canopy in Novi Sad on November 1, 2024, deeply shocked us, both
because of the suffering of innocent people and the violence we
witnessed, as well as the actions of institutions that, instead of do-
ing their job, have tried through various maneuvers to suppress
the student movement. The students have shown that this is not
possible and that, until institutions begin to act in accordance with
their responsibilities, the struggle will not cease. The rule of law
and the accountability of public officials must be the foundation of
society. However, Serbia has long ceased to be a state governed
by the rule of law.

Until the students’ demands are met, we are suspending our
membership in the Working Group for the Draft Strategy on the
Implementation of the Aarhus Convention.
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https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://polekol.org/2025/02/04/obavestenje-o-prekidu-ucesca-u-radu-radne-grupe-do-ispunjenja-zahteva-studentskih-protesta/
https://polekol.org/2025/02/04/obavestenje-o-prekidu-ucesca-u-radu-radne-grupe-do-ispunjenja-zahteva-studentskih-protesta/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1035120481982296&set=pcb.1035121151982229
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=1035120481982296&set=pcb.1035121151982229

GREEN EUROPEAN FOUNDATION

Green Horizons Academy

GOOD FORNATURE

28-03-2025 at 17h
Kulturni centar Grad
e Brace Krsmanovic 4, Belgrade

o r_olel(ol
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28 - 29.3.2025.

Odrzana Green Horizons Academy —
Good for Nature - Beograd

U Beogradu je krajem marta odrzana cetvrta Akademija zeleni
horizonti, Ciji su organizatori Polekol i Green European Founda-
tion - GEF.

Proteklih godina Akademija zeleni horizonti se bavila narativ-
ima, osnazivanjem kolektiva i ekstraktivizmom i neokolonijal-
izmom, a ove godine okrenula biodiverzitetu. Strucnjaci i ak-
tivisti su 28. marta u KC Grad diskutovali o tome Sta su rizici a
Sta dobre strane i kakva su zivljena iskustva primene mera za
dekarbonizaciju i, uopstenije, novog evropskog zakonodavstva
iz oblasti zastite zivotne sredine. Da li je priroda ,za stolom* kad
se odluéuje o njenoj dobrobiti? Sta je buduénost EU Strategije
zastite biodiverziteta do 2030. godine? Sta Balkanu donose Za-
kon o obnovi stanista i Strategija biodiverziteta, Evropski zele-
ni dogovor, ali i Zakon o kriti€nim sirovinama? Kakav je uticaj
korporativnog lobiranja na ekoloske zakone? Kako se odvijaju
lokalne borbe protiv eksploatacionih industrija i kako ojacati
ekoloske pokrete i njihovo ucesce u donosenju odluka oko hi-
droenergije, vertroparkova ili, na primer - kriticnih minerala za
energetsku tranziciju?

Treba izvrsiti pritisak na donosioce odluka, smatraju ucesnici.
lako je 73% populacija vrsta na svetu u opadanju, jos imamo
vremena da ovaj trend preokrenemo, ocenio je Vanja Jaksic¢ iz
WWEF Adria na prvom panelu javne tribine ,Lazna dilema: kli-
ma ili priroda"“. Govornici su istakli da istrazivanja geografskih
oblasti koje bi trebalo zastititi i obnoviti teku toliko sporo da
se, dok dode vreme da za proglasavanje zastite, priroda vec¢
izmenila. Skrenuli su paznju i na to da na teritorijama koje cekaj
zastitu cesto dolazi do nelegalne i komerijane gradnje vodene
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profitnim interesima. ZavrSna razmatranja bila su posvecena
kritickom razmatranju pojedinih zakona EU koji regulisu oblast
zelene energetrske tranzicije biodiverziteta. Deo panela govor-
nice i govornici su, ipak. posvetili i tome da ukazu na uspehe koji
se u ovoj oblasti postizu uprkos svim preprekama.

Na drugom panelu se razgovaralo o vezama ekosistema, loka-
Llnih zajednica i dekarbonizacije. Svoja znanja i iskustva publici
su preneti lvan Milosavljevi¢c (Rendzeri Istocne Srbije, Srbija),
Andrej Ralev (Bankwatch SEE, Bugarska), Milja Vukovic¢ (Plava
i zelena inicijativa, Srbija), Aleksandar Dragicevic¢ (ekoloski ak-
tivista, Crna Gora) i Marko Mirc (Institut za bioloska istrazivanja
,Sinisa Stankovic®, Srbija).

Dok je program tokom prvog dana konferencije bio otvoren za
Jjavnost, tokom drugog dana ucesnici iz regiona i zemalja EU su
se posvetili zatvorenom programu. Nakon sesije upoznavan-
ja i razmene iskustava bili su u prilici da saslusaju predavanje
Sandre Jovanovic o regulativama EU namenjenim ublazavanju
klimatskih promena i jacanju biodiverziteta. Jovanovic je u pr-
vom delu izlaganja skicirala stetu i rizike od klimatskih prom-
ena, da bi se u drugom delu fokusirala na dokumente kao sto
su Zelena agenda i Evropski zeleni dogovor, Zelena agenda za
Zapadni Balkan, Direktiva o ocuvanju divljih ptica, Zakon o ob-
novi prirode i drugi.

Popodne 29. marta ucesnice i ucesnici su proveli u studijskoj
poseti Bari Reva, buducem parku prirode na levoj obali Duava u
Beogradu. Bara Reva je prirodno staniste na levoj obali Dunava,
udaljeno desetak kilometara od centra Beograda. Dom je pre-
ko 300 biljnih i zivotinjskih vrsta, ukljucujuci i mnoge zasticene,
a u njoj se gnezdi i retki orao belorepan, zbog ¢ega spada u
medunarodno prepoznata IBA podrucja.
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https://polekol.org/2025/04/02/akademija-zeleni-horizonti-2025-dobro-za-prirodu/ 
https://polekol.org/2025/04/02/akademija-zeleni-horizonti-2025-dobro-za-prirodu/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

We hosted the Green Horizons
Academy — Good for Nature, Belgrade

At the end of March, Belgrade hosted the fourth Green Hori-
zons Academy, organized by Polekol and the Green European
Foundation (GEF).

In previous years, the Green Horizons Academy focused on
narratives, collective empowerment, extractivism, and neoco-
lonialism; this year, the focus shifted to biodiversity. On March
28, experts and activists gathered at KC Grad to discuss the
risks and benefits, as well as lived experiences, of implement-
ing decarbonization measures and, more broadly, new Europe-
an environmental legislation. Key questions included: Is nature
“at the table” when decisions are made about its well-being?
What is the future of the EU Biodiversity Strategy for 20307
What do the Habitat Restoration Law, Biodiversity Strategy, Eu-
ropean Green Deal, and Critical Raw Materials Act bring to the
Balkans? How does corporate lobbying influence environmen-
tal laws? How are local struggles against extractive industries
unfolding, and how can environmental movements strengthen
their role in decision-making around hydropower, wind farms,
or critical minerals for the energy transition?

Participants emphasized the need to exert pressure on deci-
sion-makers. “Although 73% of species worldwide are declin-
ing, we still have time to reverse this trend,” noted Vanja Jaksic
from WWF Adria during the first panel of the public forum
False Dilemma: Climate or Nature. Speakers highlighted that
research on geographic areas requiring protection and res-
toration is proceeding so slowly that, by the time protective
measures are enacted, nature has already changed. They also
pointed out that illegal and commercial construction often
occurs in areas awaiting protection, driven by profit interests.
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Closing discussions critically examined certain EU laws regu-
lating green energy transition and biodiversity, while also rec-
ognizing the successes achieved in the field despite numerous
obstacles.

The second panel focused on the connections between eco-
systems, local communities, and decarbonization. Knowledge
and experiences were shared by Ivan Milosavljevi¢ (Eastern
Serbia Rangers, Serbia), Andrej Ralev (Bankwatch SEE, Bulgar-
ia), Milja Vukovi¢ (Blue and Green Initiative, Serbia), Aleksandar
Dragicevi¢ (environmental activist, Montenegro), and Marko
Mir¢ (Institute for Biological Research “Sinisa Stankovi¢,” Serbia).

While the first day of the conference was open to the public,
the second day was dedicated to a closed program for partic-
ipants from the region and EU countries. After an introduction
and experience-sharing session, attendees heard a lecture
by Sandra Jovanovi¢ on EU regulations aimed at mitigating
climate change and enhancing biodiversity. In the first part of
her presentation, she outlined the damage and risks caused by
climate change, and in the second part, she focused on doc-
uments such as the Green Agenda and European Green Deal,
the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, the Wild Birds Di-
rective, the Nature Restoration Law, and others.

On the afternoon of March 29, participants took a study visit to
Bara Reva, a future nature park on the left bank of the Danube
in Belgrade. Bara Reva is a natural habitat located about ten
kilometers from the city center, home to over 300 plant and an-
imal species, including many protected species, and hosts the
rare white-tailed eagle, making it an internationally recognized
IBA (Important Bird Area).

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology



https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

G oz

9 -10.4.2025.

Polekol u Savetu Evrope o hitnoj

potrebi za zastitom branitelja ljudskih
prava i aktivista

Polekolova programska direktorka, lva Markovi¢, odrzala je
odlucno izlaganje na javnom slusanju Odbora za pravna pitanja
i judska prava (PACE JUR) Parlamentarne skupstine Saveta Ev-
rope (PACE) tokom prolecnog zasedanja u Strazburu. Dogadaj
je deo tekucih razgovora o uspostavljanju posvecenog meha-
nizma zastite za branitelje ljudskih prava (HRD) na nivou Saveta
Evrope i drzava ¢lanica EU | prati Siru raspravu Skupstine o Srbiji.

Saslusanje, odrzano 10. aprila, sazvano je sa ciliem da se razmotri
izvodljivost uspostavljanja snaznog, panevropskog mehanizma
podrske za branitelje ljudskih prava. Predvodio ga je Emanuelis
Zingeris, generalni izvestilac za branitelje ljudskih prava, u sarad-
nji sa organizacijom Libertis i sekretarijatom PACE JUR odbora.
Prisustvovali su predstavnici Human Rights House Foundation i
civilnog drustva iz Citave Evrope, ukljucujuci partnere iz Madarske
- Luca Dudlits iz organizacije Hattér Society, i Srbije - Iva Markovi¢
iz Inicijative Pravo na vodu i organizacije Polekol. Mehanizam za
zastitu HRD predstavila je Kersty McCourt iz organizacije Liberties.

Saslusanje je potvrdilo Siroki konsenzus da je mehanizam zas-
tite za HRD hitno potreban. Ucesnici su identifikovali neophod-
na tri stuba takvog mehanizma: (1) Prijavljivanje - zvanican
kanal za evidentiranje pretnji i napada koji pokrece institucio-
nalni odgovor; (2) Brza reakcija - hitna finansijska i logisticka
podrska za pravnu, fizicku i psiholosku zastitu; (3) Reforme
- sistemske promene koje Stite prostor za delovanje civilnog
drustva i sprecavaju buduce zloupotrebe. Predstavnici civilnog
drustva izrazili su spremnost da podrze i oblikuju ovaj meha-
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nizam, apelujuci na predstavnike Saveta Evrope da predloze
njegovo formalno uvodenje kao naredni korak. Serija naknad-
nih sastanaka sa razli¢itim zvani¢nicima Saveta omogucila je
konkretnije razgovore o slede¢im fazama - od predloga do
sprovodenja politika.

PINSEIL DE L'EUROPE

i

L COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Polekol at the Council of Europe on
the urgent need to protect human
rights defenders and activists

Polekol's program director, Iva Markovi¢, delivered a strong
statement at the public hearing of the Committee on Legal
Affairs and Human Rights (PACE JUR) of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe (PACE) during the spring ses-
sion in Strasbourg. The event was part of ongoing discussions
on establishing a dedicated protection mechanism for human
rights defenders (HRD) at the level of the Council of Europe and
EU member states, and is connected to the broader Assembly
debate on Serbia.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

The hearing, held on April 10, was convened to examine the fea-
sibility of establishing a robust, pan-European support mecha-
nism for human rights defenders. It was chaired by Emanuelis
Zingeris, General Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders, in
cooperation with Liberties and the PACE JUR Secretariat. Partic-
ipants included representatives from the Human Rights House
Foundation and civil society across Europe, including partners
from Hungary - Luca Dudits from Hatter Society, and Serbia -
Iva Markovi¢ from the Right to Water Initiative and the organiza-
tion Polekol. The HRD protection mechanism was presented by
Kersty McCourt from Liberties.

The hearing confirmed the broad consensus that a safeguard
mechanism for HRD is urgently needed. Participants identified
the necessary three pillars of such a mechanism: (1) Report-
ing - an official channel for recording threats and attacks that
triggers an institutional response; (2) Quick response — urgent
financial and logistical support for legal, physical and psycho-
logical protection; (3) Reforms - systemic changes that protect
the space for civil society action and prevent future abuse. Rep-
resentatives of civil society expressed their willingness to sup-
port and shape this mechanism, appealing to representatives of
the Council of Europe to propose its formal introduction as the
next step. A series of follow-up meetings with various Council
officials allowed for more specific discussions on the next stag-
es - from proposals to policy implementation.

79



https://polekol.org/2025/04/10/iva-markovic-govorila-je-u-savetu-evrope-o-hitnoj-potrebi-za-zastitom-branitelja-ljudskih-prava-i-aktivista/ 
https://polekol.org/2025/04/10/iva-markovic-govorila-je-u-savetu-evrope-o-hitnoj-potrebi-za-zastitom-branitelja-ljudskih-prava-i-aktivista/ 
https://polekol.org/2025/04/10/iva-markovic-govorila-je-u-savetu-evrope-o-hitnoj-potrebi-za-zastitom-branitelja-ljudskih-prava-i-aktivista/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

21 - 23.5.2025.

Borba za prirodu i demokratiju
ne poznaje granice — Regionalno
okupljanje Engaged Democracy
Initiative — Skoplje

Aktivisti/kinje iz Ateljea za drustvene promene ACT, inicijative
Pravo na vodu, Libergrafa i mnogih drugih organizacija i inicijati-
va okupili su se na regionalnom sastanku Engaged Democracy
Initiative Evropskog fonda za Balkan u Skoplju. Zajedno sa sab-
orcima iz celog Zapadnog Balkana razgovaralo se o goruc¢im
temama: sve vecem ukljucivanju mladih, napadima na rodne
politike, medijskim slobodama, dostupnosti javnih prostora i
bezbednosti aktivista. Na panelu o politici nege i zdravlju ak-
tivista govorila je nasa Zaklina Zivkovi¢, istiuéi vaznost brige
unutar pokreta.

Poseban fokus bio je na radionici posvecenoj otporu ekstrak-
tivizmu i rudarenju kriticnih sirovina. Kroz razmenu iskustava i
mapiranje rizika s kojima se suocavaju aktivisti i zajednice, za-
jedno smo tragali za odgovorima “Kako se povezati? Koji su nasi
resursi otpora?” Zajednicki zakljucak bio je jasan: ova borba nije
lokalna, vec regionalna.
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Fighting for nature and democracy
knows no borders — Regional
gathering of the Engaged Democracy
Initiative — Skopje

Activists from the Atelier for Social Change (ACT), the Right to
Water initiative, Libergraf, and many other organizations and
initiatives gathered at the regional meeting of the Engaged
Democracy Initiative of the European Fund for the Balkans in
Skopje. Together with allies from across the Western Balkans,
they discussed pressing issues: increasing youth engagement,
attacks on gender policies, media freedoms, access to public
spaces, and the safety of activists. At the panel on activist care
and health, our Zaklina Zivkovi¢ spoke, highlighting the impor-
tance of care within movements.

A special focus was on the workshop dedicated to resistance
against extractivism and critical mineral mining. Through the
exchange of experiences and mapping the risks faced by activ-
ists and communities, participants sought answers to questions
such as "How can we connect? What are our resources for re-
sistance?” The shared conclusion was clear: this struggle is not
local—it is regional.

——Engaged
Democracy
Initiative

Convention vol. 3
23, Skopje
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25.9.2025.

ArtFemine festival — Umetnost otpora
- Nis

Na tribini ,Umetnost otpora®, koju je organizovao Centar za
devojke iz Nisa, Miroslava Nikoli¢ je govorila ispre Polekola.
Zajedno sa aktivistkinjom Marijom Srdi¢ iz Novog Sada i ak-
tivistima Karton revolucije iz Bosne i Hercegovine, Adijem Sel-
manom i Nedimom Musi¢em, podelila je iskustva o tome kako
je zapocela svoj aktivizam, Sta je motivise da u njemu istraje, sa
kakvim se preprekama suocavaju aktivisti, kako ih prevazilaze i
koje su trenutne borbe koje vode, kako na lokalnom, tako i na
regionalnom nivou.

Miroslava je istakla da je svaka osoba vazna za promenu koju
zelimo da vidimo, da je empatija temelj za izgradnju poverenja
unutar pokreta, kao i da borba za zajednicka dobra, zahteva i
lokalno delovanje i regionalnu povezanost. Podsetila je da su
prirodna dobra i drustvena dobro koja moraju biti dostupna
svima, i da to nije samo pitanje ekologije, ve¢ i ljudskih prava,
drustvene pravde i demokratije.
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ArtFemine Festival — the Art of
Resistance — Nis

At the panel The Art of Resistance, organized by the Center
for Girls in Nis, Miroslava Nikoli¢ spoke on behalf of Polekol.
Together with activist Marija Srdi¢ from Novi Sad and activists
from the Karton Revolucija from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Adi
Selman and Nedim Music, she shared experiences about how
she began her activism, what motivates her to persist, the ob-
stacles activists face and how they overcome them, and the
current struggles they are engaged in, both locally and region-
ally.

Miroslava emphasized that every individual is important for
the change we want to see, that empathy is the foundation for
building trust within movements, and that the fight for common
goods requires both local action and regional connection. She
reminded participants that natural and social goods must be
accessible to all, and that this is not only a matter of ecology,
but also of human rights, social justice, and democracy.

and threatens to fall on Homolje, Jadar, Rogozna.. We stated

that we are living through a massive ecological and growing
climate crisis. Those making decisions care only about private
interests, while ignoring the losses of nature, health, and hu-
man lives.

25.8 - 29.8.2025.

Zemaljski forum Ministarstva
prostora - Vranje

Zaklina Zivkovié iz Polekola je na Zemaljskom forumu, odrzanom
u Vranju, moderirala i govorila na panelu “The Other Side of
Green: Biodiversity and Climate Politics”. Aktivisti i strucnja-
ci sa Balkana su u razgovoru istrazili tenzije izmedu klimatske i
ekoloske politike i postavili pitanje klimatske politike mogu biti
i efikasne i pravedne. “Sta se desava kada tzv. zelene investicije
raseljuju zajednice ili Stete lokalnim ekosistemima? | kako perifer-
ni regioni poput Balkana mogu aktivno oblikovati tranziciju koja je
niskougljenicna, ali i drustveno i ekoloski pravedna?” Naglaseno
je da, iako povecana ulaganja u energetsku tranziciju signaliziraju
napredak, ona ¢esto zasenjuju dugogodisnje borbe za biodiver-
zitet, Cistu vodu, kontrolu zagadenja i ekolosku pravdu.

Terrestrial forum of the Ministry of
Space - Vranje

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ from Polekol moderated and spoke at the pan-
el The Other Side of Green: Biodiversity and Climate Politics during
the Zemaljski Forum held in Vranje. Activists and experts from
across the Balkans explored the tensions between climate and
environmental policies and posed the question of how climate
policies can be both effective and just. “What happens when so-
called green investments displace communities or harm local
ecosystems? And how can peripheral regions like the Balkans
actively shape a transition that is low-carbon, yet socially and
ecologically fair?" It was emphasized that, although increased
investments in the energy transition signal progress, they often
overshadow long-standing struggles for biodiversity, clean wa-
ter, pollution control, and environmental justice.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

83



https://polekol.org/2025/10/06/polekol-je-na-12-artfemine-festivalu-govorio-na-tribini-umetnost-otpora-u-nisu/
https://polekol.org/2025/10/06/polekol-je-na-12-artfemine-festivalu-govorio-na-tribini-umetnost-otpora-u-nisu/
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

84 Godisnjak / Yearbook 2025

9.9.2025.

Predavanje u okviru Skole za zelene
politike

Ispred organizacije za politicku ekologiju Polekol, na temu
ekoloske politike Srbije i politicke ekologije, polaznicima drugog
semestra skole koju je organizovao Centar za zelene politike,
govorile su i Zaklina Zivkovié i lva Markovié. One su predstavile
razliku izmedu ova dva pristupa zivotnoj sredini i odrzale radioni-
cu na kojoj su ucesnici posmatrali goruce ekoloske probleme iz
ugla politicke ekologije.

Lecture at the school of Green Politics

On behalf of the organization for political ecology Polekol, Zak-
lina Zivkovi¢ and Iva Markovié spoke to second-semester stu-
dents at the School for Green Politics, organized by the Center
for Green Politics, on the topics of environmental policy in Serbia
and political ecology. They presented the differences between
these two approaches to the environment and conducted a
workshop in which participants examined pressing ecological
issues through the lens of political ecology.

12 - 14.9.2025.

Regionalna radionica o pravednoj
energetskoj tranziciji - Tuzla

Polekol i inicijativa Pravo na vodu ucestvovali su u regionalnoj
radionici o pravednoj energetskoj tranziciji, odrzanoj u Tuzli od
12. do 14. septembra 2025. godine. Cilj susreta bio je jacanje
saradnje medu organizacijama iz regiona koje se ovom temom
bave politicki i prakticno. Tokom radionice razmenjeni su uvidi o
izazovima u razli¢itim drzavama, alternativama koje se razvija-
ju na terenu i potencijalu za zajednicko delovanje. Kroz aktivno
ucesce u diskusijama i moderaciji, Polekol je doprineo obliko-
vanju predloga za regionalnu saradnju u borbi protiv zelenog
ekstraktivizma i za demokratsku, pravednu tranziciju.

Regional workshop on a just energy
transition — Tuzla

Polekol and the Right to Water initiative participated in a re-
gional workshop on a just energy transition, held in Tuzla from
September 12 to 14, 2025. The meeting aimed to strengthen
collaboration among organizations in the region that engage
with this topic both politically and practically. During the work-
shop, participants exchanged insights on challenges in differ-
ent countries, locally developed alternatives, and the potential
for joint action. Through active participation in discussions and
moderation, Polekol contributed to shaping proposals for re-
gional cooperation in the fight against green extractivism and
for a democratic, just transition.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology
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4.2.2025.

Podrska kolektivu Cetiri vode - selo
Ljubanje

Od pocetka studentskih protesta javno i nedvosmisleno po-
drzaPolekol je posetio selo Ljubanje i podrzao kolektiv Cetiri
vode, koji vec¢ drugu godinu pruza priliku srednjoskolkama i
srednjoskolcima iz Uzica, kao i deci iz sela, da ucestvuju u st-
varanju murala koje pozivaju na ocuvanje vrednosti koje bi nam
svima morale biti u fokusu: mir, solidarnost, zastita zivotne sre-
dine. U saradnji sa udruzenjem Kurs i muralistkinjom Janom
Danilovi¢ dosli su do sjajnih resenja.
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Support for the Cetiri Vode collective —
Ljubanje village

Polekol visited the village of Ljubanje to support the Cetiri Vode
collective, which for the second year has been giving high school
students from Uzice, as well as local children, the opportunity to
create murals that highlight values everyone should prioritize:
peace, solidarity, and environmental protection. In collabora-
tion with the Kurs association and muralist Jana Danilovi¢, they
achieved outstanding results.
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23.9.2025.

Klimatska pravda je i radni¢ka pravda!

Na Dan akcije za platu za zivot Polekol i inicijativa Pravo na vodu
podrzale su inicijativu koja zahteva plate za zivot za sve radni-
ke i radnice u Srbiji i svetu! Plata za zivot nije privilegija, ona je
osnovno ljudsko pravo i temelj dostojanstvenog rada. Isti sistem
koji izaziva klimatske promene i proizvodi odecu nezapamcenim
tempom, radnicama i radnicima isplacuje sirotinjske zarade i pri-
morava ih na slabo placeni prekovremeni rad zbog nepotrebne
prekomerne proizvodnje.

Radnistvo globalnog juga u najvecoj meri snosi teret klimatske
krize i uniStavanja zivotne sredine. Prekomerna proizvodnja pret-
vorila je modnu industriju u proizvodaca otpada, koji unistava eko-
sisteme i zajednice. Globalni jug postao je prostor za odlaganje ot-
pada modne industrije. Manje nepotrebne proizvodnije i stavljanje
prioriteta na radnicka prava, znacilo bi drugacija i bolja radna mesta.

Terrestrial forum of the Ministry of
Space - Vranje

On Action Day for a Living Wage, Polekol and the Right to Water
initiative supported the campaign demanding a living wage for
all workers in Serbia and around the world! A living wage is not

a privilege , it is a fundamental human right and the foundation
of dignified work.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

The same system that drives climate change and produces
clothing at unprecedented speeds pays workers poverty wages
and forces them into poorly paid overtime due to unnecessary
overproduction. Workers in the Global South bear the greatest
burden of the climate crisis and environmental destruction.
Overproduction has turned the fashion industry into a generator
of waste that destroys ecosystems and communities. Reducing
unnecessary production and prioritizing workers' rights would
create different—and better—jobs.
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110.2025.

Izmene krivicnog zakonika

Polekol je bio medu 18 organizacija potpisnica pozicionog do-
kumenta o najavljenim izmenama Krivicnog zakonika, Zakoni-
ka o krivicnom postupku i Zakona o maloletnim uciniocima.
Predlozene izmene ovih zakonika opasno Sire krivicnu represiju,
kriminalizuju tipicne protestne taktike poput blokade puteva,
¢ime ugrozavaju pravo na mirno okupljanje, i donose niz izmena
koje negativno uticu na aktiviste, novinare, zrtve nasilja, gradane.

Zahtevali smo hitno povlacenje predloga iz procedure, or-
ganizovanje stvarne javne rasprave, javne prezentacije uz
dovoljno vremena, ukljucCivanje struke, ali i svih ostalih zaint-
eresovanih zajednica i pojedinaca, kao i pisani izvestaj koji po
propisima ove zemlje mora biti objavljen nakon svake javne
rasprave, u skladu sa standardima i praksom EU, uvazavanje
stavova Nacionalnog konventa o EU, i odbacivanje reSenja koja
Sire prostor za represiju, potkopavaju zastitu zrtava i narusavaju
pravnu sigurnost..
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Amendments to the Criminal code

Polekol was among 18 organizations that signed a position pa-
per on the proposed amendments to the Criminal Code, the
Criminal Procedure Code, and the Law on Juvenile Offenders.
The proposed changes dangerously expand criminal repres-
sion, criminalize common protest tactics such as road block-
ades, thus threatening the right to peaceful assembly, and in-
troduce a series of amendments that negatively affect activists,
journalists, victims of violence, and citizens.

\¥e demanded the immediate withdrawal of the proposals from
the legislative procedure, the organization of a genuine public
debate, public presentations with sufficient time, the inclusion
of experts as well as all other interested communities and indi-
viduals, and a written report that, according to national regula-
tions, must be published after every public debate. We called
for adherence to EU standards and practices, consideration of
the positions of the National Convention on the EU, and the re-
jection of measures that expand the scope for repression, un-
dermine the protection of victims, and weaken legal certainty.

23.9.2025.

Socijalni forum — Borba za prirodu,
sela i gradove: organizovanje protiv
smrtonosnog urbanizma

Na prvom Socijalnom forumu, Samoobrazovnog univerziteta
“Svetozar Markovic¢", u okviru sesije “Borba za prirodu, sela i gra-
dove: organizovanje protiv smrtonosnog urbanizma" govorila je
Polekolova programska direktorka Iva Markovic¢, zajedno sa ak-
tivistima lvanom Milosavljevicem, Milicom Lukic¢ Petrovi¢ i Mil-
icom Damjanovic¢ Zantovoort. Zakljucak ekoloskih saboraca bio
je optimistican uprkos sve tezem i kompleksnom stanju u kome
se nalazi i zivotna sredina, ali i sami mi koji se njom bavimo. Moti-
vacije nam ne manjka, odustati necemo.

Social forum — Fight for nature,
villages, and cities: organizing against
deadly urbanism

At the first Social Forum of the Self-education university “Sve-
tozar Markovi¢,” during the session “Fight for Nature, Villages,
and Cities: Organizing Against Deadly Urbanism”, Polekol's pro-
gram director lva Markovi¢ spoke alongside activists Ivan Mi-
losavljevi¢, Milica Luki¢ Petrovic, and Milica Damjanovic¢ Zanto-
voort. The conclusion of the ecological comrades was optimistic
despite the increasingly difficult and complex state of both the
environment and those of us working to protect it. Motivation is
abundant, and giving up is not an option.
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711.2025.

Bili smo deo projekata “Opce dobro” i
Drava Art Bijenale 2025 (DAB ’25)

Nasa programska direktorka lva Markovi¢ bila je medu sarad-
nicima projekta “Opce dobro” i podelila je bogato iskustvo rada
na prirodnim zajednickim dobrima, naglasavajuci kako se ideja
,opsteg dobra” moze pretociti u konkretne modele zastite, za-
jednickog upravljanja i demokratskog ucesca zajednica.

U okviru Drava Art Bijenale 2025 (DAB '25), otvorenog 7. novem-
bra u Galerija Koprivnica, Umetnicki paviljon u Zagrebu ucestvo-
vao je sa projektom Opce dobro autorke Tanja Dabo i saradnica/
ka, kroz koji se zajednickim delovanjem, udruzivanjem, solidar-
nosc¢u i saradnjom grade nova polja i prakse zajednickog dobra.
Centralna tema bijenala bio je ekofeminizam, na razmedi umet-
nickog, drustvenog i politickog delovanja, a u okviru otvaranja
odrzan je i razgovor sa umetnicama i umetnicima o aktivnosti-
ma i vrednostima koje zagovara inicijativa nastala kroz projekat
,Opce dobro”, posebno usmerena na promisljanje brige i balansa
izmedu interesa ljudske i neljudske prirode unutar ekosistema.

ga dana ostajemo béz
djeli¢a zra e, ~iuma,vode?
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We were part of the “Common Good”
and Drava Art Biennale 2025 (DAB ‘25)
projects

Our program director Iva Markovi¢ was among the collabora-
tors of the "Common good" project and shared her rich experi-
ence of working on natural common goods, emphasizing how
the idea of "common good” can be translated into concrete
models of protection, joint management and democratic par-
ticipation of communities.

As part of the Drava Art Biennale 2025 (DAB ‘25), which opened
on November 7 in the Koprivnica Gallery, the Zagreb Art Pavil-
ion participated with the project Common Good by the author
Tanja Dabo and her collaborators, through which new fields
and practices of the common good are built through joint ac-
tion, association, solidarity and cooperation. The central theme
of the biennial was ecofeminism, at the intersection of artistic,
social and political action, and as part of the opening, a conver-
sation with artists was held about the activities and values ad-
vocated by the initiative created through the *Common Good"
project, specifically aimed at thinking about the care and bal-
ance between the interests of human and non-human nature
within the ecosystem.

9.11.2025.

Socio-ekoloski forum — Skoplje

Iskra Krsti¢, istrazivacica u Polekolu, je u okviru Socio-ekoloskog
foruma bila mentorka na radionici “Prostor za sve: Socijalna inkluz-
ija", i radionici posvecenoj psiho-telesnoj percepciji grada. Krstic je
na radionicama saradivala sa Ljubicom Slavkovic iz Nove planske
prakse iz Beograda, i Jakovom Popovskim, scenaristom i kulturnim
radnikom organizacije Pro Peace iz Skoplja. Krsti¢ je uc¢esnicima
priblizila analiticka sredstva iz oblasti urbane sociologije, i instru-
mente iz oblasti urbanistickog planiranja i planske politike, kao i
alate iz oblasti zastite zivotne sredine i kritiku antropocentricnog
pristupa, ukazujuci na potrebu da se gradski ambijenti planiraju za
ljude, ali i za ekosisteme i adaptaciju na klimatske promene.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology
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Socio-ecological forum - Skopje

Iskra Krstic, researcher at Polekol, mentored two workshops at
the FES's Socio-ecological forum in Skoplje: the “Space for All:
Social Inclusion” and a session on the psycho-physical percep-
tion of the city. At the workshops, Krsti¢ collaborated with Ljubica
Slavkovi¢ from Nova Planska Praksa (Belgrade) and Jakov Pop-
ovski, a screenwriter and cultural worker from Pro Peace (Skopje).
She introduced participants to analytical tools from urban sociol-
ogy. instruments from urban planning and policy, as well as tools
for environmental protection, while critiquing anthropocentric
approaches and emphasizing the need to plan urban spaces not
only for people but also for ecosystems and climate adaptation.

o1



https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://polekol.org/2025/11/11/skoplje-stvaranje-mesta-za-socio-ekolosku-pravdu/
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

19.11.2025.

Izgradnja Sirokih i raznolikih saveza
za dobre poduhvate

Polekolova izvréna direktorka Zaklina Zivkovi¢ i ACT-ova direk-
torka Lejla Kusturica odrzale su radionicu u okviru konferencije
Megafon u organizaciji TechSoup koja je bila organizovana u
Sarajevu 19. i 20. novembra za vise od 100 aktivista i aktivistkinja
iz celog sveta. Radionica je bila posvecena pitanjima izgradnje
i odrzavanja poverenja u heterogenim drustvenim i ekoloskim
pokretima, oslanjajuci se na viSegodiSnju saradnju unutar re-
gionalne mreze ,Odbranimo r(ijleke Balkana®. Kroz primere iz
prakse i konkretne price sa terena, ucesnici su se upoznali sa
iskustvima i lekcijama o tome kako biti koristan lokalnim zajed-
nicama, uz istovremeno uvazavanje razli¢itih ritmova ucenja,
angazovanja i delovanja.
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Building broad and diverse alliances
for meaningful initiatives

Zaklina Zivkovi¢, executive director of Polekol, and Lejla Kus-
turica, director of ACT, held a workshop at the Megafon confer-
ence organized by TechSoup in Sarajevo on November 19-20
for over 100 activists from around the world. The workshop fo-
cused on building and maintaining trust within heterogeneous
social and environmental movements, drawing on years of col-
laboration within the regional network “Defend the Rivers of
the Balkans.” Through practical examples and field stories, par-
ticipants explored experiences and lessons on how to be effec-
tive for local communities while respecting different rhythms
of learning, engagement, and action.
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511.2025.

OdrZani prvi javni ¢as Skole politicke
ekologije — Beograd

U Umetnickom paviljonu ,Cvijeta Zuzoric" odrzan je prvi javni
¢as Skole politicke ekologije, koju je pokrenula organizacija
Polekol. Iskra Krstic¢ je otvorila program isticuci da su brojne
ekoloske pobede u Srbiji rezultat znanja i zajednickog delovan-
ja gradana, ali da je za pravedniji odnos prema prirodi potrebno
dalje obrazovanje i promisljanje.

Direktorke Polekola Iva Markovié¢ i Zaklina Zivkovié¢ predstavile
su Polekolove programe ,Pravo na vodu®, ,Mrezu zena", program
o ekstraktivizmu i samu Skolu. One su drzale predavanje o ra-
zlikama izmedu pojmova ekoloske politike i politicke ekologije.

Dr Mladen Domazet iz Instituta za politicku ekologiju u Zagrebu
govorio je o razvoju teorije politicke ekologije, njenoj interdisci-
plinarnoj prirodi, odrastu i njihovim ulogama u borbi protiv kli-
matske i socijalne nepravde.

Profesor dr Bozo Draskovi¢ predstavio je pristupe politickoj
ekonomiji zivotne sredine, isticuci kako ekonomske strukture
oblikuju ekoloske krize i kako promene ekonomskih paradig-
mi mogu doprineti pravednijem i odrzivijem drustvu. Dogadaj
je zakljucen diskusijom, a program se u narednim mesecima
nastavlja onlajn i uzivo.

The first public class of the School of
Political Ecology - Belgrade

The first public class of the School of Political Ecology, initiat-
ed by the organization Polekol, was held at the “Cvijeta Zuzoric”
Art Pavilion. Iskra Krsti¢ opened the program, emphasizing that
many environmental victories in Serbia are the result of citizen
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knowledge and collective action, but that further education and
reflection are needed for a fairer relationship with nature.

Polekol directors Ilva Markovi¢ and Zaklina Zivkovi¢ presented
Polekol's programs, including “Right to Water," the “Women's
Network,” the extractivism program, and the school itself. They
delivered a lecture on the differences between the concepts of
environmental policy and political ecology.

Dr. Mladen Domazet from the Institute for Political Ecology in
Zagreb spoke about the development of political ecology the-
ory, its interdisciplinary nature, and its role in combating climate
and social injustices.

Professor Dr. Bozo Draskovic presented approaches from envi-
ronmental political economy, highlighting how economic struc-
tures shape ecological crises and how changes in economic
paradigms can contribute to a fairer and more sustainable so-
ciety. The event concluded with a discussion, and the program
will continue both online and in-person in the coming months.
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1211.2025.

SPE Ekofeminizam: Rodne dimenzije
ekoloske pravde

Dr Mirela Holi, istrazivacica, feministkinja i aktivistkinja iz Za-
greba, je u predavanju “Ekofeminizam: Rodne dimenzije
ekoloske pravde" predstavila temeljne ideje ekofeminizma
kao spoja feminizma i ekologizma. Ona je objasnila pojmove
intersekcionalnosti: rodne, rasne, klasne i ekoloske pravde;
povezala ekofeminizam s feministickim i ekoloskim talasima i
pokretima; upoznala publiku s etikom i fazama razvoja teorije
zastite zivotne sredine i analizirala primere ekofeministickog
delovanja.

Dr Holi je ministarka zastite okolisa i prirode u hrvatskoj Vladi
(2012) i ¢lanica Odbora misije za adaptaciju klimatskim prom-
jenama i drustvenu transformaciju Horizon Europe programa.
Autorka je nekoliko knjiga i predavacica na Veleucilistu VERN:
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SPE Ecofeminism: Gender dimensions
of ecological justice

Dr. Mirela Holi, a researcher, feminist, and activist from Zagreb,
delivered a lecture titled "Ecofeminism: Gender Dimensions of
Ecological Justice," presenting the core ideas of ecofeminism
as an intersection of feminism and environmentalism. She ex-
plained the concepts of intersectionality, including gender,
race, class, and ecological justice; connected ecofeminism
with feminist and environmental waves and movements; intro-
duced the audience to the ethics and developmental stages
of environmental protection theory; and analyzed examples of
ecofeminist action.

Dr. Holi served as Minister of Environmental Protection and Na-
ture in the Croatian Government (2012) and is a member of the
Horizon Europe Mission Committee on Climate Change Adap-
tation and Societal Transformation. She is the author of several
books and a lecturer at VERN' Polytechnic.

1911.2025.

SPE Otimacina zemlje, vode i prirode:
prostorno razvlasc¢ivanje

Istrazivacica Sonja Dragovic¢ je u predavanju “Otimacina zemlje,
vode i prirode: prostorno razvlascivanje” objasnila kako savre-
meno prostorno planiranje, kroz prostorne planove, posebne
investicione zone i ubrzane procedure, omogucava sistemsku
otimacinu javnih dobara u korist privatnog profita. Na prim-
erima iz regiona i drugih delova Evrope polaznici su mogli da
prate uobicajenu putanju: kako se neki zahvat najpre predstavi
kao legitiman, zatim postane legalan, a ubrzo se proglasava
neizbeznim - dok zajednicama ostaju troskovi i gubitak kon-
trole nad zemljom, vodom i infrastrukturom. Dragovic je gov-
orila o prenamenama, koncesijama i “strateskim projektima”,
analizirajuci proces proizvodnje prostorne nepravde.

Sonja Dragovic je teoreticarka urbanih studija i doktorska is-
trazivacCica na Univerzitetskom institutu u Lisabonu (ISCTE-
IUL), uz podrsku Portugalske fondacije za nauku i tehnologiju.
Njena interesovanja ukljucuju analizu praksi urbanog aktivizma
i rad sa lokalnim zajednicama na poboljSanju participativnih
metoda, javnih politika i zajedni¢kih prostora. Clanica je neko-
liko aktivistickin i istrazivackih kolektiva sa sedistem u Crnoj
Gori i Portugalu.
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SPE Land, water, and nature grabbing:
spatial dispossession

Researcher Sonja Dragovic, in her lecture “Land, water, and na-
ture grabbing: spatial dispossession” explained how contempo-
rary spatial planning, through spatial plans, special investment
zones, and accelerated procedure, enables the systemic expro-
priation of public goods for private profit. Using examples from
the region and other parts of Europe, participants could trace
a common trajectory: a project is first presented as legitimate,
then becomes legal, and soon after is deemed inevitable, while
communities are left with the costs and the loss of control over
land, water, and infrastructure. Dragovi¢ discussed land-use
changes, concessions, and “strategic projects,” analyzing the
processes that produce spatial injustice.

Sonja Dragovic is an urban studies theorist and a doctoral re-
searcher at the University Institute in Lisbon (ISCTE-IUL), sup-
ported by the Portuguese Foundation for Science and Technol-
ogy. Her interests include analyzing urban activism practices
and working with local communities to improve participatory
methods, public policies, and shared spaces. She is a member
of several activist and research collectives based in Montene-
gro and Portugal.

97



https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

98 Godisnjak / Yearbook 2025

26.11.2025.

SPE Radionica sa izazovnim
pojmovima

Na radionici sa izazovnim pojmovima polaznici su dobili prili-
ku da u grupama odrze prezentacije o izazivnim pojmovima iz
domena politicke ekologije. Polaznici su kriticki razmotrili po-
jmove kao sto su Zajednicka dobra, Odrast, Prava prirode, Du-
boka ekologija, Zeleni kapitalizam, Tehno-optimizam, Pristup
zasnovan na ljudskim pravima, Redukciona dekarbonizacija vs
zastita prirode i zivotne sredine. Radionica je imala sjajne rezu-
ltate kako su sve prezentacije bile na visokom nivou kvaliteta i
izazvale su zivu diskusiju.

SPE Workshop on contested concepts

In the workshop on contested concepts, participants had the
opportunity to give group presentations on challenging con-
cepts in the field of political ecology. They critically examined
concepts such as common goods, the commons, rights of na-
ture, deep ecology, green capitalism, techno-optimism, human
rights-based approach, and carbon reduction vs. environmental
protection. The workshop produced excellent results, as all pre-
sentations were of high quality and sparked lively discussion.

312.2025.

Drugi javni ¢as Skole politicke
ekologije

U okviru Polekolove prve Skole politicke ekologije, odrzano je
javno predavanje ,Konflikti, militarizacija i zivotna sredina”. Na
predavanju i diskusiji se razmotralo kako savremeni oruzani su-
kobi, geopoliticke tenzije i ubrzana militarizacija oblikuju priro-
du, drustvo i buducnost zelene tranzicije.

Predavaci su ovog puta bili dr Dzuli Klinger (Julie Klinger),
vanredna profesorka Nelson instituta za studije zivotne sredine,
Univerzitet Viskonsin-Medison, koja se bavi globalnim granica-
ma resursa, svemirskim tehnologijama i uticajem konflikata na
koris¢enje zemljista, zivotnu sredinu i mineralne resurse, i dr
Aleksandar Matkovi¢, naucni saradnik Instituta za ekonomske
nauke u Beogradu i saradnik Transnacionalnog instituta (TNI),
koji Istrazuje kako strane, a posebno kineske investicije, obliku-
ju Balkan u kontekstu globalne zelene tranzicije.

The second public class of the School
of political ecology

As part of Polekol's first School of Political Ecology, a public
lecture titled “"Conflicts, Militarization, and the Environment”
was held. The lecture and discussion explored how contem-
porary armed conflicts, geopolitical tensions, and accelerated
militarization shape nature, society, and the future of the green
transition.

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

The speakers were Dr. Julie Klinger, Associate Professor at
the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies, University of
Wisconsin—-Madison, who studies global resource boundaries,
space technologies, and the impact of conflicts on land use, the
environment, and mineral resources; and Dr. Aleksandar Mat-
kovic, Research Fellow at the Institute of Economic Sciences in
Belgrade and collaborator at the Transnational Institute (TNI),
who investigates how foreign, particularly Chinese, investments
shape the Balkans in the context of the global green transition.

SKOLA POLITICKE EKOLOGIJE
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KONFLIKTI, MILITARIZACLIA
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10.12.2025.

SPE Politika brige i otpor logici
eksploatacije

Istrazivaci iz Instituta za filozofiju i drustvenu teoriju su odrzali
predavanje “Politika brige i otpor logici eksploatacije”. Polazeci
od pojma ,opste dobro® i njegove razlike u odnosu na pojam
.Javnog interesa®, predavaci su prikazali njihov istorijski razvoj
od klasicne politicke filozofije do savremenih rasprava. U nas-
tavku su uveli pojam ,brige" (care) kao treci kljucni pojam pre-
davanja, sa fokusom na drustveno organizovane rezime i poli-
tike brige i njihove normativne implikacije.

Srdan Prodanovic je visi naucni saradnik na Institutu za filozofiju
i drustvenu teoriju Univerziteta u Beogradu. U fokusu njegovog
istrazivanja su savremena drustvena teorija, filozofija drustvenih
nauka, sociologija drustvene promene i sociologija svakod-
nevnog zivota. Ljiljana Pantovic¢ je medicinska antropoloskinja
i nau¢na saradnica na Institutu za filozofiju i drustvenu teoriju
Univerziteta u Beogradu. Bavi se etnografskim istrazivanjima
zenskog reproduktivnhog zdravlja, svakodnevnih praksi brige i
strukturnih nejednakosti u zdravstvenoj zastiti. Bojana Radova-
novic je visa naucna saradnica Instituta za filozofiju i drustvenu
teoriju, gde je u periodu 2020-2024. koordinirala rad Laboratori-
Jje za studije filantropije, solidarnostii brige — SolidCare lab. Dok-
torirala je u Centru za studije razvoja Univerziteta u Kembridzu.
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SPE Politics of care and resistance to
the logic of exploitation

Researchers from the Institute for Philosophy and Social The-
ory held a lecture titled “The Politics of Care and Resistance
to the Logic of Exploitation.” Starting from the concept of the
“common good" and its distinction from the notion of “public in-
terest,” the lecturers presented its historical development from
classical political philosophy to contemporary debates. They
then introduced the concept of “care” as a third key notion of
the lecture, focusing on socially organized regimes and policies
of care and their normative implications.

Srdan Prodanovic is a senior research associate at the Institute
for Philosophy and Social Theory at the University of Belgrade.
His research focuses on contemporary social theory, philoso-
phy of social sciences, sociology of social change, and the so-
ciology of everyday life. Ljiliana Pantovi¢ is a medical anthro-
pologist and research associate at the Institute for Philosophy
and Social Theory at the University of Belgrade. She conducts
ethnographic research on women's reproductive health, every-
day practices of care, and structural inequalities in healthcare.
Bojana Radovanovic is a senior research associate at the Insti-
tute for Philosophy and Social Theory, where she coordinated
the work of the Laboratory for Studies of Philanthropy, Solidari-
ty, and Care - SolidCare Lab, from 2020 to 2024. She earned her
doctorate at the Centre for Development Studies at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge.
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1712.2025.

Zavr$ni javni ¢as Skole politicke
ekologije — Ceski dom, Beograd

Predavanjem ,Ekstraktivizam i renesansa® zavrsen je prvi se-
mestar Skole politicke ekologije.

Kroz analizu savremenih politickih i ekonomskih pritisaka sumi-
rano je gde se danas nalazi Srbija i zasto se rasplamsava borba
za prirodu i kao borba za demokratiju, javno zdravlje i dostojan-
stven zivot. Iva Markovic i Iskra Krsti¢ su ispred Polekola publici
priblizile koncept ekstraktivizma kao ideologiju rasta i profita,
a ne neutralnu tehnologiju. Poseban akcenat bio je na aktuel-
nom zaokretu Evropske unije ka slabljenju ekoloskih i socio-
ekonomskih standarda, kroz nove pakete mera koji ubrzavaju
rudarenje, infrastrukturne projekte i tehnolosku ekspanziju, uz
sve manje demokratske kontrole.

Kroz razgovor o vodama, kriticnim mineralima i deregulaciji,
predavanije je jasno pokazalo kako se pod narativom ,modern-
izacije" i ,konkurentnosti" proizvode lazne dileme izmedu raz-
voja i zastite, sadasnjosti i buduc¢nosti. Upravo u tim tackama
prelamanja postaje vidljivo koliko su otpor, solidarnost i pov-
ezivanje drustvenih pokreta klju¢ni odgovor na novu renesansu
starog modela eksploatacije.
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Final public class of the School of
Political Ecology - Czech House,
Belgrade

The lecture “Extractivism and Renaissance™ marked the con-
clusion of the first semester of the School of Political Ecology.
Through an analysis of contemporary political and economic
pressures, the session summarized Serbia's current position and
why the struggle for nature is intensifying as a fight for democra-
cy, public health, and a dignified life. lva Markovic and Iskra Krstic,
representing Polekol, introduced the audience to the concept
of extractivism as an ideology of growth and profit, rather than
a neutral technology. Special attention was given to the recent
shift in the European Union towards weakening environmental
and socio-economic standards, through new policy packages
that accelerate mining, infrastructure projects, and technologi-
cal expansion, all with decreasing democratic oversight.

By discussing water, critical minerals, and deregulation, the
lecture clearly demonstrated how, under the narrative of “mod-
ernization” and “competitiveness,” false dilemmas are created
between development and protection, present and future. It is
precisely at these points of tension that the importance of resis-
tance, solidarity, and the networking of social movements be-
comes visible as a crucial response to the new renaissance of
the old model of exploitation.

SKOLA
POLITICKE
EKOLOGIJE
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Mediji

6.6.2025.
Plezir Magazin — Iva Markovi¢

O politickoj ekologiji i svesti u Srbiji, stanju u svetu i borbi za
prirodu, Iva Markovic je govorila u prolecnom dvobroju mag-
azina Plezir.

https://plezirmagazin.net/plezir-magazin-prolece-2025/
(188-197 strana).

13.9.2025.
Iva Markovi¢ za MaSinu

Iva Markovi¢ je za Masinu dala izjavu o privatizaciji javnih dobara
tokom protesta Drustvenog fronta u Beogradu.

11.10.2025.

Iva Markovié za Betu

O pritiscima na aktiviste za Betu je govorila programska direk-
torka Polekola Iva Markovic.
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Plezir Magazin — Iva Markovi¢
lva Markovic spoke about political ecology and consciousness

in Serbia, the state of the world and the fight for nature in the
spring issue of Plezir magazine.

Iva Markovié¢ for Masina

Iva Markovi¢ gave a statement for Masina about the privatiza-
tion of public goods during the Social Front protest in Belgrade.

Iva Markovi¢ for Beta

The program director of Polekol, lva Markovi¢, spoke about the
pressures on activists for Beta.

711.2025.

Novi Magazin objavio je autorski tekst
Strahinje Macica i Ive Markovi¢

Autorski tekst Strahinje Macica i lve Markovi¢ bavi se osvrtom
na misljenje Medunarodnog suda pravde o klimatskim prome-
nama i judskim pravima.

“U julu ove godine, Medunarodni sud pravde (MSP) doneo je
savetodavno misljenje koje po mnogo ¢emu prevazilazi pre-
thodne okvire njegovog rada. U pitanju je misljenje o obaveza-
ma drzava u vezi sa klimatskim promenama”. Ovaj dokument
ima sve odlike znacajnog doprinosa razvoju medunarodnog
prava, a moze imati snazne dugorocne politicke posledice,
navode autori. Kako se naglasava, mislienje MSP dolazi u tre-
nutku kada se povecava jaz izmedu normativne progresije
medunarodnog prava i politicke regresije medunarodnih odno-
sa. "Pitanje odgovornosti za klimatske promene direktno zadire
u osnovu ekonomske i energetske moci najrazvijenijih drzava,
a njihova spremnost da se podvrgnu pravhim obavezama u
ovom domenu ostaje ogranicena (...) Primer koji ovoj normativ-
noj borbi svedodi je i tretman vojne industrije. Uprkos tome Sto
ostaje jedan od najvecih potrosaca fosilnih goriva i zagadivaca,
emisije povezane s vojnim operacijama uglavnom ostaju van
domasaja klimatske pravde”.

Sa naseg sajta tekst - https://polekol.org/2025/10/30/male-
pobede-u-svetu-velike-klimatske-nepravde/

Politicka ekologija / Political Ecology

Novi Magazin published the author’s
text by Strahinja Maci¢ and Iva
Markovic

An expert text written by Strahinja Maci¢ and Ivo Markovi¢
deals with the review of the opinion of the International Court
of Justice on climate change and human rights.

“In July of this year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) is-
sued an advisory opinion that in many respects goes beyond
the previous scope of its work. It is an opinion on the obliga-
tions of states in relation to climate change.” This document
has all the characteristics of a significant contribution to the de-
velopment of international law, and may have strong long-term
political consequences, according to the authors. As empha-
sized, the ICJ opinion comes at a time when the gap between
the normative progression of international law and the political
regression of international relations is widening. “The question
of responsibility for climate change directly affects the basis
of the economic and energy power of the most developed
countries, and their willingness to submit to legal obligations
in this domain remains limited (..) An example that testifies to
this normative struggle is the treatment of the military industry.
Despite remaining one of the largest consumers of fossil fuels
and pollutants, emissions associated with military operations
remain largely outside the reach of climate justice”.
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https://novimagazin.rs/dosije-zeleno/362267-male-pobede-u-svetu-velike-klimatske-nepravde
https://novimagazin.rs/dosije-zeleno/362267-male-pobede-u-svetu-velike-klimatske-nepravde
https://polekol.org/2025/10/30/male-pobede-u-svetu-velike-klimatske-nepravde/
https://polekol.org/2025/10/30/male-pobede-u-svetu-velike-klimatske-nepravde/
https://plezirmagazin.net/plezir-magazin-prolece-2025/
https://beta.rs/content/232461-represija-i-pravne-prepreke-otezavaju-borbu-ekoloskih-aktivista-u-srbiji
https://www.instagram.com/p/DOjPrEXDpCl/?hl=en
https://plezirmagazin.net/plezir-magazin-prolece-2025/
https://plezirmagazin.net/plezir-magazin-prolece-2025/
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Rodna

ravnopravnost

Polekol se =zalaze za rodnu ravnopravhost unutar grupa i
organizacija koje se bave zZivothom sredinom. Radimo na tome
da zene dobiju jednako pravo glasa unutar struktura ekoloskih
organizacija i jednaku vidljivost u javnosti. Povecavamo kapacitete
Zena putem umrezavanja i udruzivanja, edukativnih programa i
personalizovanom podrskom. Zelimo da prosirimo i poboljsamo
ulogu Zena u borbi za Zivotnu sredinu kako bi se ekolosko pitanje
reSavalo iz rodne perspektive i napravimo most izmedu ekologije i
drugih oblasti zastite Ljudskih prava.

Gender
Equality

Polekol advocates for gender equality within groups and organi-
zations working on environmental issues. We work to ensure that
women have an equal voice within the structures of environmental
organizations and equal visibility in the public sphere. We strength-
en women's capacities through networking and collective organiz-
ing, educational programs, and personalized support. Our goalis to
expand and improve the role of women in environmental struggles
so that ecological issues are addressed from a gender perspective,
while also building bridges between environmental protection and
other areas of human rights.

Sazrevanje promene / The Ripening of Change
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8.3.2025.

Osmi mart - MreZa Zena - Beograd

Borba za o¢uvanje prirode i borba za zenska prava su neraskidi-
vo povezane. Priroda se iscrpljuje, eksploatiSe i zanemaruje,
bas kao i rad zena, njihova sigurnost, i glas u drustvu, zato je
Mreza zena za zastitu prirode i zivotne sredine i ove godine
ucestvovala u protestnom marsu za Osmi mart!

Rame uz rame sa zenama koje se bore za ravnopravnost, pravo
na rad, a protiv nasilja medu govonicama su se nasle i zene iz
Pranjana i Gornjih Nedeljica koje se bore protiv Stetnih rudarskih
projekata. Ljilja Bralovic iz Saveza ekoloskih organizacija Srbije
Jje podsetila okupljene na istaknute knjizevnice, naucnice, umet-
nice i ratnice iz nase istorije,, Cija se uloga precesto zaboravlja.
Zene iz SEOS-a su, uzdignute glave, porudile: “Nece kopati”.

March 8 — Women’s Network —
Belgrade

The fight to protect nature and the fight for women's rights are
inseparably linked. Nature is being depleted, exploited, and
neglected—just like women's labor, their safety, and their voice
in society. That is why the Women's Network for the Protection
of Nature and the Environment took part once again this year in
the protest march for International Women's Day!

Side by side with women who are fighting for equality, the right
to work, and against violence, there were also women from
Pranjan and Gornji Nedeljice who are fighting against harmful
mining projects. Ljilia Bralovi¢c from the Association of Envi-
ronmental Organizations of Serbia reminded the audience of
prominent women writers, scientists, artists and warriors from
our history, whose role is too often forgotten. The women from
SEOS raised their heads and said: “They shall not dig.”

Rodna ravnopravnost/ Gender equality



https://www.instagram.com/p/DG80xPAsCC6/?img_index=1
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

24.4.2025.

Konferencija FemNet, Bar, Crna Gora

Nastavljamo da gradimo mostove medu generacijama i zajed-
nicama u borbi za pravedniji svet i o€uvanu prirodu. Nasa lva
Markovi¢ je u ime Mreze zena za prirodu je u sklopu konfer-
encije Fem Net, govorila na panelu “Zene na prvoj liniji borbe za
prirodu”. Na panelu su doneti zakljucci da je vazno udruzivanje
i solidarnost, da se problemi ticu i sve nas doticu, da trebamo
uciti od starijih generacija, ali i od mladih i njihovih svezih pris-
tupa borbi.

FemNet Conference, Bar, Montenegro

The fight to protect nature and the fight for women'’s rights are
inseparably linked. Nature is being depleted, exploited, and
neglected—just like women's labor, their safety, and their voice
in society. That is why the Women's Network for the Protection
of Nature and the Environment took part once again this year in
the protest march for International Women's Day!

Side by side with women who are fighting for equality, the right
to work, and against violence, there were also women from
Pranjan and Gornji Nedeljice who are fighting against harmful
mining projects. Ljiljia Bralovi¢ from the Association of Envi-
ronmental Organizations of Serbia reminded the audience of
prominent women writers, scientists, artists and warriors from
our history, whose role is too often forgotten. The women from
SEOS raised their heads and said: “They shall not dig.”
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4.7. - 6.7.2025.

11. Letnji feministicki susreti
“Na prvoj liniji”

Na Letnjim feministickim susretima u Bezdanu, koje je orga-
nizovao BeFem, Miroslava Nikoli¢ iz Polekola je govorila o ulozi
ekoloskog pokreta u povezivanju ljudi iz razlicitih drustvenih,
politickih i geografskih konteksta, kao i o tome kako ovaj pokret
uspeva da funkcionise uprkos (ili upravo zahvaljujuci) toj razno-
likosti. Nikoli¢ je istakla je vaznost dijaloga, poverenja i solidar-
nosti u gradenju saveznistava Sirom Srbije. Razgovor je otvorio
prostor za promisljanje ekologije kao borbe koja prevazilazi
ideoloske razlike i u sebi nosi potencijal za drustvenu promenu
i ujedinjenje.

11th Summer Feminist Gathering
“On the Frontlines”

At the Summer Feminist Gathering in Bezdan, organized by Be-
Fem, Miroslava Nikoli¢ from Polekol spoke about the role of the
environmental movement in connecting people from diverse
social, political, and geographical contexts, and how the move-
ment manages to function despite—or precisely because of—
that diversity. Nikoli¢ emphasized the importance of dialogue,
trust, and solidarity in building alliances across Serbia. The dis-
cussion opened a space to reflect on ecology as a struggle that
transcends ideological differences and carries the potential for
social change and unity.

Rodna ravnopravnost/ Gender equality



https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Bb2FsM3Ed/ 
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Bb2FsM3Ed/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl
https://polekol.org/2025/07/10/11-letnji-feministicki-susreti/
https://polekol.org/2025/07/10/11-letnji-feministicki-susreti/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1Bb2FsM3Ed/ 
https://www.facebook.com/pravonavodu/posts/pfbid0k8Je5wNNtA7HbsnitKToXiWMoTSZsfoqLXtcSEqRsnjbJRPpVNpe4QYxmMcQa9EZl

19.8.2025.

Podrska Nikolini

Polekol je izasao na ulice da podrzi protest ,Sve smo mi Niko-
lina", koji su organizovale zene zbora Ceraka u Beogradu. Pro-
test je odrzan u znak solidarnosti sa studentkinjom Fakulteta
politickih nauka u Beogradu Nikolinom Sindelic, koja je, prema
svedoceniju i izvestajima, bila izlozena brutalnom policijskom
zlostavljanju od strane komandanta JZO Marka Kricka.

Polekol je prisustvom izrazio jasan stav: nasilje nad aktivistkinja-
ma je nasilje nad svima nama. Smatramo da ovakvo ponasanje
ne sme ostati bez posledica. Ucestvovanjem u ovom protestu,
Polekol se pridruzio zahtevu za hitnu smenu i krivicno gonjen-
je Marka Kricka, kao i za sistemsku odgovornost svih institucija
koje su dozvolile ovakav Cin.

Support for Nikolina

Polekol took to the streets to support the protest “We are all
Nikolina,” organized by the women of Citizens’ Assembly of
Cerak in Belgrade. The protest was held in solidarity with Ni-
kolina Sindeli¢, a student at the Faculty of Political Sciences
in Belgrade, who, according to testimonies and reports, was
subjected to brutal police abuse by Commander of Unit for the
Protection of Certain Persons and Facilities, Marko Kricak.

By participating, Polekol made a clear statement: violence
against activists is violence against all of us. We believe such
behavior must not go unpunished. Through this protest, Polekol
joined the call for the immediate dismissal and criminal prose-
cution of Marko Kricka, as well as systemic accountability of all
institutions that allowed such an act to occur.
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5.9. - 7.9.2025.

Sastanak MreZe Zena za zastitu
rirode, Kopaonik

Na Kopaoniku je od 5. do 7. septembra odrzan seminar .Zedne
pravde - Zenski glas za vodu®, koji je okupio 40 aktivistkinja iz
cele Srbije u okviru Mreze zena za prirodu i zivotnu sredinu. To-
kom tri dana razgovaralo se o problemima dostupnosti vode,
klimatskim promenama, odrzivom razvoju i pritiscima sa kojima
se zene suocavaju u borbi za prirodna dobra.

Ucesnice su se usredsredile na posledice loseg upravljanja vod-
nim dobrima, primere otpora ekstraktivizmu Sirom Evrope i vaznosti
zenske solidarnosti. Ucesnice su imale prilike da u okviru tradicio-
nalne terenske posete obidu mini hidroelektrane na Samokovskoj
reci, izgradene pre zakonske zabrane izgradnje MHE u zasticenim
predelima. Ova hidroelektrana je narusila tok reke i prirodne lepote
specificne za podrucje Nacionalnog parka Kopaonik.

Meeting of the Women’s Network for
Environment and Nature, Kopaonik
Gender equality

From September 5 to 7, a seminar titled “Thirsting for Justice
- Women's Voice for Water" was held at Kopaonik, bringing
together 40 activists from across Serbia as part of the Wom-
en's Network for Environment and Nature. Over the three days,
participants discussed issues of water accessibility, climate
change, sustainable development, and the pressures women
face in the fight for natural resources.

The participants focused on the consequences of poor water
management, examples of resistance to extractivism across Eu-
rope, and the importance of women's solidarity. As part of a tradi-
tional field visit, they had the opportunity to see small hydropow-
er plants on the Samokovska River, built before the legal ban on
constructing small hydropower plants in protected areas. This
hydropower plant has disrupted the river's flow and damaged
the natural beauty specific to the Kopaonik National Park area.

Rodna ravnopravnost/ Gender equality
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) B

15.10.2025.

Dan zena sa sela - FAO UN - Sjenica

Povodom obelezavanja Svetskog dana zena sa sela, 15. oktobra,
u Sjenici je odrzan je panel UN organizacije za hrana i poljoprivre-
du (FAO). U razgovoru su ucestvovali predstavnici institucija i ak-
tivistkinje, od kojih je ispred Polekola govorila Miroslava Nikolic.

Razgovaralo se o znacaju udruzivanja i formiraja zadruga, po-
trebi za boljom i inkluzivnijom infrastrukturom, kao i vecom uk-
lju¢enoscu zena u savetodavnim telima na lokalu. Ucesnice su
naglasile da bi se polozaj zena unapredio kada bi se prilikom
kreiranja politika i budzeta uzimao u obzir rodni aspekt i trazile
odrzive alternative za oCuvanje zajednickih dobara.

Govorilo se o potrebi za unapredivanjem energetske odrzivo-
sti i neophodnosti bezbednog prostora za okupljanje zena i

donosenje odluka. Nikoli¢ je poslala poruku da je vazno poveza-
ti se, traziti pomoc i ne odustati od borbe jer je snaga u ljudima,
i da se zajedno mogui izvoriti kao takvi mogu se izvoriti za prava
koja im pripadaju.
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11th Rural Women’s Day - FAO UN,
Sjenica

On the occasion of World Rural Women's Day, October 15, a
panel organized by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) was held in Sjenica. The discussion included representa-
tives of institutions and activists, with Miroslava Nikoli¢ speak-
ing on behalf of Polekol.

The conversation focused on the importance of forming coop-
eratives and associations, the need for better and more inclu-
sive infrastructure, and greater involvement of women in local
advisory bodies. Participants emphasized that women's posi-
tion would improve if gender perspectives were considered in
policymaking and budgeting, and they called for sustainable
alternatives to protect common resources.

The discussion also highlighted the need to improve energy
sustainability and to provide safe spaces for women to gather
and make decisions. Nikoli¢ conveyed the message that it is
important to connect, seek support, and not give up the fight,
as strength lies in people, and together they can advocate for
the rights they are entitled to.

s

2110.2025.

=4

Zivotna sredina i pravo na vodu u
Zzenskom rodu - Beograd

U okviru programa .Njeno pravo na grad", lva Markovié¢ i Zak-
lina Zivkovi¢ iz Organizacije za politicku ekologiju Polekol su
odrzale predavanje posveceno ekofeministickim politikama u
naseljima. Razgovaralo se o polozaju zena u zagadenoj zivot-
noj sredini i klimatskim promenama, bitkama koje zene nose u
lokalnim i globalnim ekoloskim inicijativama, sta znaci pravo na
vodu u gradovima i selima, a sa osvrtom na ekologiju aktuelnih
protesta iz zenske perspektive.

Sta znadi boriti se za prirodu kada se istovremeno borimo za
rodnu ravhopravnost? Kako izgleda otpor kada je isprepletan
sa brigom o zajednici, porodici i sopstvenoj sigurnosti? Ova
tema otvorila je prostor za razgovor o ¢esto nevidljivim ishodi-
ma ekoloskih politika i nacinu na koji zene stvaraju alternative u
komsiluku, na ulici, u kriznim situacijama.
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Environment and the right to water
from a female perspective — Belgrade

As part of the program ,Her Right to the City", lva Markovi¢ and
Zaklina Zivkovi¢ from the Organization for Political Ecology
Polekol gave a lecture focused on ecofeminist policies in local
communities. The discussion addressed the position of women
in polluted environments and under climate change, the bat-
tles women carry in local and global environmental initiatives,
what the right to water means in cities and villages, and reflec-
tions on ecology from the perspective of ongoing women-led
protests.

What does it mean to fight for nature while also fighting for
gender equality? What does resistance look like when it is in-
tertwined with care for the community, family, and personal
safety? This topic created space for a conversation about the
often invisible outcomes of environmental policies and the
ways in which women create alternatives in their neighbor-
hoods, on the streets, and in crisis situations

1100THA SREDINA T PRAVO
X4 V00U U ZENSKON RODU
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https://polekol.org/2025/10/18/svetski-dan-zena-sa-sela/

Mediji

22.7.2025.

Gostovanje u Tampon zoni

Zaklina Zivkovi¢, Iva Markovi¢ i Miroslava Nikoli¢ su gostovale u
podcastu Tampon zona i pricale o temi prava na vodu, uticaja kli-
matskih promena, upravljanju vodama u dobu klimatskih prom-
ena i ekofeminizmu.

https./www.youtube.com/watch?v=R3KoZIOEsyQ
https://www.instagram.com/p/DMaiCKjBGkb/
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We talked in the Tampon zone podcast

Zaklina Zivkovié, Iva Markovi¢ and Miroslava Nikoli¢ were
guests in the Tampon zone podcast and talked about the topic
of the right to water, the impact of climate change, water man-
agement in the age of climate change and ecofeminism.

Rodna ravnopravnost/ Gender equality
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Minlioubzinl Fxtractivism
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Polekol se bavi unapredenjem znanja o ekstraktivizmu kao sistemu
praksi otudivanja prirodnih resursa iz ranjivijih zemalja i oblasti - ali
i uverenja kojima se te prakse legitimisu. Ekstraktivizam kao sistem
uverenja koristi laznu predstavu da je kapitalisticka ekonomija, sa
nejednakim odnosima moci, “prirodno” (i nepromenjivo) stanje
ljudskog drustva. On je primenjuje na eksploataciju i izvoz prirodnih
resursa iz zemalja i oblasti sa manjom ekonomskom i vojno-
politickom moci u bogatije i mocnije regione pod pretpostavkom
“slobodne ekonomske razmene”. Rad Polekola na istrazivanju
teorije i prakse ekstraktivizma, diseminiranju znanja i organizovanju
otpora protiv ekstraktivistickih praksi komplementaran je sa ostalim
strateskim oblastima: razumevaniju politicke ekologije, zalaganju za
pravo navodu, promovisanju rodne ravhopravnosti i demokratizacije
ucesca gradana u procesima donosenja odluka. Intenzivan otpor na
koji nailaze rudarski projekti Sirom Srbije ilustruju veliku potrebu za
ovakvim delovanjem.

Polekol works to advance knowledge about extractivism as a sys-
tem of practices that alienate natural resources from more vulner-
able countries and regions - as well as the beliefs that legitimize
these practices. Extractivism, as a system of belief, relies on the
false notion that the capitalist economy, with its unequal power re-
lations, represents the “natural” (and unchangeable) state of human
society. It applies this logic to the exploitation and export of natu-
ral resources from countries and regions with less economic and
military-political power to wealthier and more powerful regions,
under the assumption of “free economic exchange.” Our work on
researching the theory and practice of extractivism, disseminat-

ing knowledge, and organizing resistance to extractivist practices
is complementary to our other strategic areas: advancing the un-
derstanding of political ecology, advocating for the right to water,
promoting gender equality, and strengthening the democratization
of citizen participation in decision-making processes. The strong
resistance faced by mining projects across Serbia illustrates the ur-
gent need for this kind of work.

Sazrevanje promene / The Ripening of Change
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5.2.2024.

avna reakcija 47 ekoloskih
organizacija povodom kontraverzno
dokumentarca “Not in My Country:
Serbia’s Lithium Dilemma”

Povodom prikazivanja kontroverznog dokumentarca “Not in My
Country: Serbia’'s Lithium Dilemma” u Evropskom parlamen-
tu, koji je snimljen tako da predstavlja jednostrani korporativni
marketing i uvredljivo iskrivljuje realnost borbe protiv rudarenja
litijluma u Srbiji, Polekol je napisao javnu reakciju koje je potpisa-
lo 47 i objavilo ekoloskih organizacija.

Public reaction of 47 environmental
organizations regarding the
controversial documentary “Not

in My Country: Serbia’s Lithium
Dilemma”

On the occasion of the screening of the controversial docu-
mentary “Not in My Country: Serbia’s Lithium Dilemma” in the
European Parliament, which was filmed in such a way as to rep-
resent one-sided corporate marketing and offensively distort
the reality of the fight against lithium mining in Serbia, Polekol
wrote a public reaction that was signed and published by 47
environmental organizations.

= |PROTEST
U BRISELU!

5.2.2025. U 13 Casova
PL. DU LUXEMBOURG

4].organizacija iz Srbije,

[EgIona i Evrope protiv pokusaja
POdmetanja dezinformacija i
Korporativne propagande!
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5.2.2024.

Zahtevi za zastitu stru¢njaka Zavoda
za zastitu prirode Srbije

Zavod za zastitu prirode Srbije je izdao uslove zastite prirode
za Projekat ,Jadar" u procesu koji je netransparentan, nereg-
ularan i suprotan interesima gradana i prirode. Nakon otkrica
CINS-a da su ti uslovi menjani bez saglasnosti dela strucnja-
ka i prilagodeni interesima kompanije Rio Sava, zajedno sa
32 organizacije koje se bave zastitom zivotne sredine Polekol
je zahtevao zastitu struc¢njaka Zavoda koji su se suprotstavili
ovakvom nacinu donosenja resenja, ostavku direktorke Zavo-
da za zastitu prirode Srbije, sankcionisanje odgovornih u Minis-
tarstvu zastite zivotne sredine i reviziju zakonskog okvira.

Requests for the protection of experts
of the Institute for Nature Protection
of Serbia

The Institute for Nature Protection of Serbia issued nature pro-
tection conditions for the “Jadar" Project in a process that is
non-transparent, irregular and contrary to the interests of cit-
izens and nature. After CINS discovered that those conditions
were changed without the consent of experts and adapted to
the interests of the Rio Sava company, together with 32 orga-
nizations dealing with environmental protection, Polekol de-
manded the protection of experts of the Institute who opposed
this way of making decisions, the resignation of the director of
the Institute for Nature Protection of Serbia, the sanctioning of
those responsible in the Ministry of Environmental Protection
and the revision of the legal framework.
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20-21.3.2025.

Proslava godiSnjice osnivanja
udruZenja Nu Dau - Ne dam iz
Majdanpeka

Polekolovi Zaklina Zivkovi¢ i Strahinja Maci¢ su ucestvovali su
na sastanku ekoloskih organizacija sa istoka Srbije koji je orga-
nizovalo udruzenje Ne dam - Nu Dau! Na jednom mestu okupili
su se Tvrdava iz Smedereva, Cuvari Homolja iz Zagubice, Bal-
kanski centar za prava prirode kao i brojni profesori i strucnjaci
koji podrzavaju ekoloske borbe. Ucesnici su obisli povrsinski
kop rudnika, Rajkovu pecinu i akumulaciju Zaton. Ovom prilikom
obelezena je i godisnjica osnivanja udruzenja Nu Dau - Ne dam.

Celebration of the anniversary of the
founding of the association Nu Dau -
Ne dam from Majdanpek

Zaklina Zivkovi¢ and Strahinja Maci¢ from Polekol participat-
ed in a meeting of environmental organizations from eastern
Serbia organized by the association Ne dam - Nu Dau! ( | re-
fuse). The Fortress from Smederevo, the Guardians of Homolja
from Zagubica, the Balkan Center for Nature Rights, as well as
numerous professors and experts who support environmental
struggles, gathered in one place. The participants visited an
open pit mine, Rajkova cave, and the Zaton reservoir. On this
occasion, the anniversary of the founding of the association Nu
Dau - Ne dam was also marked.
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4-7.5.2025.

Cena odrzive buducnosti: poruke
aktivista sa Zapadnog Balkana iz
Nemacke - Kassel, Berlin i Frankfurt

Iskra Krsti¢ je ucestvovala u radnim sastancima delegacije
strucnjaka i aktivista iz Bosne i Hercegovine i Srbije, i sindikata,
predstavnika nemacke administracije i aktivistickih organizaci-
ja u Kaselu, Berlinu i Frankfurtu. Namera posete, koju je orga-
nizovala platforma Zdruzeni balkanski otpro i rad - ZBOR, je
bila informisanje aktera u Nemackoj o nepravednim uslovima
onoga Sto se predstavlja kao evropska zelena transformacija,
ali u zajednicama na terenu sve vise lici ha otimanje sirovina za
restrukturiranje industrije zemalja globalnog Severa. Clanovi
delegacije su ¢lanice i clanovi organizacija i grupa koje se opi-
ru ekstraktivistickim politikama i projektima i sada traze inter-
nacionalne saveznike. Putovanje su podrzale i pratile Globalna
partnerska mreza Univerziteta u Kaselu, PowerShift, Rosa-Lux-
emburg-Stiftung i Berliner Gazette. .
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Celebration of the anniversary of the
founding of the association Nu Dau -
Ne dam from Majdanpek

Iskra Krsti¢ participated in working meetings of a delegation of
experts and activists from Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia,
and trade unions, representatives of the German administration
and activist organizations in Kassel, Berlin and Frankfurt. The
purpose of the visit, organized by the United Balkans Move-
ment and Labor platform - ZBOR, was to inform individuals
and groups in Germany about the unfair conditions of what is
presented as a European green transformation, but in commu-
nities on the ground increasingly resembles the seizure of raw
materials for the restructuring of the industries of the global
North. The members of the delegation are members of organi-
zations and groups that resist extractive policies and projects
and are now looking for international allies. The trip was sup-
ported and monitored by the Global Partnership Network of
the University of Kassel, PowerShift, Rosa-Luxemburg-Stiftung
and Berliner Gazette

13.05.2025.

Deregulacija i pristup sirovinama po
svaku cenu — odgovor na aktuelne
krize? Berlin

Na panel-diskusiji o globalnoj trci za litijlumom i drugim kriticnim
sirovinama razgovaralo se o posledicama rastuce deregulaci-
je. pritisaka na rudarske regione i slabljenja obaveza u oblasti
ljudskih prava i zastite zivotne sredine u kontekstu energetske
tranzicije i geopolitike. U€esnici su otvorili pitanja nejednakih
odnosa moci u globalnim lancima snabdevanja, razlicitih iskus-
tava zajednica pogodenih eksploatacijom i rizika ,trke ka dnu*
u standardima zastite. Na panelu su govorili Pia Marchegiani
(Fundacién Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, Argentina), Zakli-
na Zivkovi¢ (Organizacija za politicku ekologiju - Polekol), Farai
Maguwu (Center for Natural Resource Governance, Zimbabve),
Tihomir Daki¢ (Centar za zivotnu sredinu, BiH) i Johanna Sydow
(Heinrich Boll Foundation Nemacka).

3:

Deregulation and access to raw
materials at all costs — a response to
current crises? Berlin

A panel discussion on the global race for lithium and other
critical raw materials discussed the consequences of increas-
ing deregulation, pressures on mining regions and weakening
human rights and environmental obligations in the context of
energy transition and geopolitics. Participants raised issues of
unequal power relations in global supply chains, the different
experiences of communities affected by exploitation and the
risk of a “race to the bottom" in protection standards. The pan-
elists were Pia Marchegiani (Fundacion Ambiente y Recursos
Naturales, Argentina), Zaklina Zivkovi¢ (Organization for Polit-
ical Ecology - Polekol), Farai Maguwu (Center for Natural Re-
source Governance, Zimbabwe), Tihomir Daki¢ (Center for the
Environment, Bosnia and Herzegovina) and Johanna Sydow
(Heinrich Boéll Foundation Germany).
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13.06.2025.

Rudarenje kriti¢nih sirovina van
kontrole i pismo Generalnom
sekretaru u UN

Polekol je medu vise od 150 organizacija iz celog sveta koje
su potpisale pismo upuceno Generalnom sekretaru UN-a, od
koga su trazile da odmah pokrene rad ekspertske grupe za
pravednu tranziciju u sektoru kriticnih sirovina. Ovo je od velike
vaznosti, zato sto rudnici koji se otvaraju da bi se ,spasila plane-
ta" najcesce truju vodu, unistavaju zemljiste i proteruju ljude iz
svojih zajednica. A medu onima koji najvise ispastaju su upravo
oni koji najmanje zagaduju, a to su lokalne zajednice.

Mining of critical raw materials
out of control and a letter to the UN
Secretary General

Polecol is among more than 150 organizations from around the
world that signed a letter addressed to the UN Secretary Gen-
eral, who they asked to immediately launch an expert group for
a just transition in the sector of critical raw materials. This is of
great importance, because the mines that are opened to “save
the planet” often poison the water, destroy the land and drive
people out of their communities. And among those who suffer
the most are precisely those who pollute the least, namely lo-
cal communities.
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7.8. - 8.8.2025.

Mi ne kopamo nasu budué¢nost, mi je
zajedno ¢uvamo! - Tuzla, BiH

U Tuzli je odrzana regionalna solidarna akcija aktivista povo-
dom sve cescih pokusaja institucionalnog nametanja planova
za istrazivanje i eksploataciju litijuma, nikla, bakra i drugih teskih
metala Sirom regije. Povod za okupljanje je bio je Nacrt pros-
tornog plana Tuzlanskog kantona, koji predvida mogucnost
rudarenja kriti€nih mineralnih sirovina u ovom dijelu BiH.

Aktivisti iz regiona okupljeni u Regionalni savez “Odbranimo r(ij)
eke Balkana" poslali su iz Tuzle jasnu poruku da granice ne dele
borbu za prirodu! Zahtevali su hitno ukidanje planova za eksp-
loataciju litjuma, nikla i drugih kriticnih sirovina u Tuzlanskom
kantonu i najavili nastavak beskompromisne zajednicke borbe
za zastitu vode, zemlje i vazduha. Gradani porucuju da odbijaju
da Balkan postane rudarska kolonija u ime ,zelene tranzicije"
i pozivaju na pravednu, solidarnu tranziciju koja ukljucuje sve
lokalne zajednice i stiti prirodu i jude u regionu.

Savezu koji okuplja preko 30 pokreta i inicijativa na ovom ok-
upljanju su se pridruzili i novi pokreti iz Bosne i Hercegovine:
Karton revolucija, Mladi za Kupres, Cuvari Majevice, Cuvari Oz-
rena Ekolosko udruzenje Eko Put i Prijedor se budi. Svaka tran-
zicija mora biti pravedna i prema rudarima i seljacima i mladima
i svima koji zive u ovom regionu!

We don’t dig our future, we save it
together! - Tuzla, BiH

A regional solidarity action by activists was held in Tuzla on the
occasion of increasingly frequent attempts to institutionally im-
pose plans for research and exploitation of lithium, nickel, cop-
per and other heavy metals throughout the region. The reason
for the gathering was the Draft Spatial Plan of the Tuzla Can-
ton, which envisages the possibility of mining critical mineral
resources in this part of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Activists from the region gathered in the Regional alliance “De-
fend the rivers of the Balkans” sent a clear message from Tuzla
that borders do not divide the fight for nature! They demanded
the immediate cancellation of plans for the exploitation of lith-
ium, nickel and other critical raw materials in the Tuzla Canton
and announced the continuation of the uncompromising joint
struggle for the protection of water, land and air. The citizens
say that they refuse the Balkans to become a mining colony in
the name of a “green transition” and call for a just, solidary tran-
sition that includes all local communities and protects nature
and people in the region.

The alliance that gathers over 30 movements and initiatives at
this gathering was joined by hew movements from Boshia and
Herzegovina: Karton Revolucija, Mladi za Kupres, Cuvari Majevi-
ca, Cuvari Ozren Ecological association Eko Put and Prijedor is
waking up. Every transition must be fair to the miners and peas-
ants and young people and everyone who lives in this region!

Ekstraktivizam / Extractivism
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19.9. - 22.9.2025.

Fotografisali smo Homolje
Teren - Homolje: Crna reka, Tisnica,
Jagnjilo, vrh Zdravca 897m

U saradniji sa Renderima istoc¢ne Srbije i fotografima Predragom
Ilicem, Tijanom Jevti¢, Nadom Cosic¢, Jovicom Kosticem, Ande-
lom Radun i Andelom Stoji¢ bili smo u radnoj poseti Homolju.

Fotografi su zabelezili lepote Crne reke, Jagnijila, vrha Zdravca
i drugih ¢arobnih mesta nad koje se nadvila opasnost da ih
zbriSu rudnici i vetroparkovi. Njihovi autorski radovi ¢e Siroj jav-
nosti pribliziti prirodne lepote Homolja, kako bismo svi zajedno
dobili Siru podrsku za njenu zastitu.

We photographed Homolje
Terrain - Homolje: Crna reka, Tisnica,
Jagnjilo, Zdravca peak 897m

In cooperation with Renders of Eastern Serbia and photog-
raphers Predrag Ili¢. Tijana Jevtié, Nada Cosi¢, Jovica Kostic,
Andela Radun and Andela Stoji¢, we paid a working visit to Ho-
molj.

Photographers captured the beauty of the Black River, Jagniil,
Zdravca peak and other magical places over which the danger
of being wiped out by mines and wind farms loomed. Their au-
thor's works will bring the natural beauty of Homolje to the wid-
er public, so that we can all get wider support for its protection.
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27.09.2025.

Poseta aktivista i sindikalaca iz
Nemacke i Austrije Srbiji

Delegacija aktivista, eksperata i sindikalaca iz auto industrije iz
Nemacke i Austrije posetila je Bor, Majdanpek i Gornje Nedeljice
kako bi se iz prve ruke uverila u Stetne ekstraktivisticke prakse
u rudarskoj industriji u Srbiji. Polekolova izvréna direktorka Zak-
lina Zivkovi¢ je zajedno sa meétanima i aktivistima inicijative Ne
damo Jadar predstavila razloge zasto se rudnik litijuma u Jadru
nece realizovati, ali i pruzila Siru sliku o zagadenju zivotne sredi-
ne koje stanovnistvo Srbije vec trpi. Uspesnost ove posete po-
kazuje i vest da ¢e se poseta uzvratiti, odnosno da ¢e u 2026. biti
organizovana poseta aktivista iz Srbije Nemackoj i Austriji, kako
bi se dalje pronela vest o ekolosSkom aktivizmu u Srbiji.

Visit of Activists and Trade Unionists
from Germany and Austria to Serbia

Adelegation of activists, experts, and automotive industry trade
unionists from Germany and Austria visited Bor, Majdanpek, and
Gornje Nedeljice to withess first-hand the harmful extractivist
practices in Serbia's mining sector. Polekol's Executive Direc-
tor, Zaklina Zivkovi¢, together with local residents and activists
from the "Ne damo Jadar" initiative, presented the reasons why
the planned lithium mine in Jadar will not be realized, while also
providing a broader picture of the environmental pollution that
communities across Serbia are already enduring. The signifi-
cance of the visit is reflected in the announcement that it will
be reciprocated: in 2026, activists from Serbia will travel to Ger-
many and Austria to further share experiences and strengthen
international solidarity around environmental activism in Serbia.
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10.10.2025.

Konferencija i publikacija (E)misson
Possible: Green Deal & Western
Balkans - BiH

U Parlamentarnoj skupstini Bosne i Hercegovine, u saradn-
ji sa Evropskim liberalnim forumom, Fondacija Boris Divkovic
organizovala je konferenciju za publikaciju “(E)mission Possi-
ble: Zeleni dogovor i Zapadni Balkan®, koja ima za cilj da prati
napredak zemalja u sprovodenju preporuka koje proizlaze iz
Zelenog dogovora. Na panelu pod nazivom ,lzmedu obaveze
i kapaciteta: Zeleni dogovor na Zapadnom Balkanu®, govorili
su strucnjaci i aktivisti, medu kojima je ispred Polekola govorio
Strahinja Macic.

Macic¢ je pored izlaganja objavio i tekst koji se bavi sukobom
izmedu gradana i vlasti u Srbiji povodom eksploatacije litjuma
u Jadru, koji je postao simbol iskljucivanja javnosti iz odlucivan-
ja i podredivanja javnog interesa privatnim investitorima. Uka-
zuje se na haoticnu i protivrecnu energetsku politiku drzave,
odsustvo Prostornog plana i institucionalnu zatvorenost koja
onemogucava odrziv i pravedan razvoj. Kritikuje se i uloga Ev-
ropske unije koja, u potrazi za kriticnim sirovinama, gubi kredibi-
litet odustajanjem od principa vladavine prava i zastite prirode.
Proces energetske tranzicije u Srbiji opisan je kao spor, ne-
sistematic¢an i voden profitnim, a ne javnim interesima, dok se
gradanska energija prepoznaje kao neiskoris¢en potencijal. Up-
rkos svemu, u tekstu preovladuje uverenje da rastuca ekoloska
svest i angazman gradana mogu postati pokretacka snaga za
pravedniju i odrziviju energetsku politiku.
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Conference and publication (E)misson
Possible: Green Deal & Western
Balkans - BiH

In the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina, in
cooperation with the European Liberal Forum, the Boris Divkov-
ic Foundation organized a conference for the publication “(E)
mission Possible: The Green Deal and the Western Balkans”,
which aims to monitor the progress of countries in implement-
ing the recommendations arising from the Green Deal. On the
panel entitled “Between obligation and capacity: Green deal
in the Western Balkans”, experts and activists spoke, among
whom Strahinja Macic¢ spoke in front of Polekol.

In addition to the presentation, Maci¢ also published a text
dealing with the conflict between citizens and authorities in
Serbia regarding the exploitation of lithium in Jadr, which has
become a symbol of excluding the public from decision-mak-
ing and subordinating the public interest to private investors.
It points to the chaotic and contradictory energy policy of the
state, the absence of a Spatial Plan and the institutional closure
that prevents sustainable and fair development. The role of the
European Union, which, in the search for critical raw materials, is
losing credibility by abandoning the principles of the rule of law
and nature protection is also criticized. The process of energy
transition in Serbia is described as slow, unsystematic and driv-
en by profit rather than public interests, while civil energy is rec-
ognized as an unused potential. Despite everything, the belief
prevails in the text that the growing environmental awareness
and engagement of citizens can become the driving force for a
fairer and more sustainable energy policy.
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24-26.10.2025

Sastanak Regionalnog saveza
“Odbranimo prirodu Balkana”,
Bijeljina - Gornje Nedeljice

U Bijeljini je odrzano okupljanje aktivista i aktivistkinja udruzenih
u regionalni savez “Odbranimo r(ij)eke Balkana", Ciji su clanovi
organizacije i pokreti koji se suprotstavljaju Stetnim projektima
na nasim rekama, Sumama, pasnjacima i u nasim zavicajima.

Polekolove Iskra Krsti¢ i Zaklina Zivkovi¢ su u okviru ovog sas-
tanka odrzale predavanje na temu rastucih ekstraktivnih praksi
i Direktive o kriticnim sirovinama Evropske Unije. U jeku sve in-
tenzivnijih napada velikih stranih rudarskih kompanija, i sa Istoka
i sa Zapada, na prirodna bogatstva regiona, u prvom redu Srbije
i Bosne i Hercegovine, od klju¢nog je znacaja zajednicko i soli-
darno delovanje aktivista i aktivistkinja i ovdasnjeg stanovnistva
u borbi protiv planova koji su Balkan oznacili “zrtvenom zonom*
kako rudarskih korporacija, tako i ciljeva EU zelene tranzicije.

Savez “Odbranimo r(ijJeke Balkana" odlucio je da promeni svoj
naziv u “Odbranimo prirodu Balkana®, jer izrastao u savez koji
okuplja cuvare i cuvarice kako reka, tako i Suma, zavicaja i cele
prirode regije. Ovim ¢inom otvara novo poglavlje za borbu koja
nije samo sprecavanje, vec iskreno i ujedinjeno zalaganje za
sigurnu i dostojanstvenu buducnost te harmoniju izmedu cove-
ka i prirode.

Uz poruku da odbrana prirodnih bogatstava ne poznaje granice,
okupljanje ovog regionalnog saveza zavrSeno je odlaskom
u posetu Saboru Saveza ekoloskih organizacija Srbije koji je
odrzan u Gornjim Nedeljicama, na kojem je prisustvovalo neko-
liko stotina aktivista i aktivistkinja i organizacija i pokreta iz cele
Srbije i regije.
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Meeting of the Regional Alliance
“Defend the nature of the Balkans”,
Bijeljina - Gornje Nedeljice

In Bijeljina, activists united under the regional alliance “Defend
the rivers of the Balkans” gathered. Its members include orga-
nizations and movements opposing harmful projects affecting
our rivers, forests, pastures and our local communities.

Polekol's Iskra Krsti¢ and Zaklina Zivkovi¢ gave a presentation
at this meeting on the growing extractive practices and the Eu-
ropean Union's Critical Raw Materials Directive. Amid increas-
ingly aggressive incursions by large foreign mining companies,
from both the East and the West, targeting the region's natural
resources—especially in Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina—
solidarity and coordinated action by activists and local com-
munities are crucial in resisting plans that have designated the
Balkans as a “sacrifice zone" for both mining corporations and
EU green transition objectives.

The alliance “Defend the rivers of the Balkans” has decided to
change its name to “Defend the nature of the Balkans,” reflect-
ing its growth into a coalition that protects not only rivers but
also forests, local landscapes, and the region's entire natural
heritage. This change marks a new chapter in a struggle that
is not just about prevention, but about a committed and uni-
fied effort for a safe and dignified future and harmony between
people and nature.

With the message that the defense of natural resources knows
no borders, the regional alliance concluded its gathering with a
visit to the Assembly of the Alliance of Ecological Organizations of
Serbia in Gornje Nedeljice, attended by several hundred activists,
organizations, and movements from across Serbia and the region.

RUDARENJE KRITICNIH
M ROVINA NA

Ekstraktivizam / Extractivism
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SEOS sabor - Gornje Nedeljice

Polekol se i ove godine medu brojnim ekoloskim aktivistima
pridruzio cetvrtom saboru Saveza ekoloskih organizacija Srbi-
je. Na saboru su se okupili judi iz Srbije, Bosne i Makedonije,
koji veruju da je drugacija buducnost moguca, ljudi koji brane
reke, Sume i sela i judi koji su glasno rekli dosta je podela! Sa
SEOS Sabora poslata je poruka da je borba za odbranu prirode
zajednicka za sve ljude Balkana koji veruju da je oCuvanje i
zastita prirode jedini siguran nacin da se osigura dostojanstven
i siguran zZivot kako za nas sad tako i za sve buduce generacije.
Zajedno, iz svih krajeva Srbije i regiona, nastavljamo da gradimo
pokret koji povezuje i osnazuje.

SEOS assembly — Gornje Nedeljice

Polekol joined the fourth assembly of the Association of Environ-
mental Organizations of Serbia (SEOS) together with numerous
environmental activists. The assembly gathered people from
Serbia, Bosnia and Macedonia, who believe that a different fu-
ture is possible, people who defend rivers, forests and villages
and people who loudly said enough is enough division! The SEOS
Parliament sent a message that the fight for the defense of na-
ture is shared by all the people of the Balkans who believe that
the preservation and protection of nature is the only sure way
to ensure a dignified and safe life for us now and for all future
generations. Together, from all parts of Serbia and the region,
we continue to build a movement that connects and empowers.
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‘BuDuENoST, Wi 1k CUVANO ZUEDNOL
W HE KOMANO HALIY GYAVEHOCT, it 1t YYBANO SAIERHO!
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Podneli smo primedbe na predlog
prostornog plana Boljevca

Identifikovali smo probleme u predlogu prostornog plana ops-
tine Boljevac, i pozvali gradane da na njih reaguju. Osnovne
pretnje predstavljaju brane na svim pritokama Crnog Timoka,
male hidroelektrane, vetroelektrane u zasticenom podrucju i
alpska skijalista.

We sent remarks to the spatial plan of
Boljevac

We identified problems in the spatial plan proposal of the mu-
nicipality of Boljevac, and invited citizens to respond to them.
The main threats are dams on all tributaries of Crni Timok, small
hydroelectric power plants, wind power plants in the protected
area and alpine ski resorts.
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Reakcija Polekola na novi set mera
Evropske unije

Polekol nastavlja da ukazuje na zabrinjavajuci zaokret Evropske
unije ka slabljenju ekoloskih propisa pod izgovorom ,pojednos-
tavljivanja” i ubrzanja strateskih investicija. Najavljene deregu-
lativne mere, usmerene na olakSavanje eksploatacije kriticnih
sirovina, rudarenja i razvoja energetski intenzivnih tehnologija
poput vestacke inteligencije, predstavljaju ozbiljnu pretnju eko-
sistemima, javnom zdravlju i demokratiji.

Posebno je problemati¢no sto se razmatra ublazavanje pro-
cedura procene uticaja na zivotnu sredinu i revizija kljucnih di-
rektiva EU o vodama, prirodi i industrijskim emisijama, ¢cime se
dugogodisnji standardi zastite stavljaju u funkciju geopolitike
i interesa krupnog kapitala. Polekol se protivi takvoj logici ek-
sploatacije, u kojoj se kratkorocna konkurentnost stavlja ispred
zastite prirodnih dobara i dugoro¢ne odrzivosti.

Ovakvi trendovi dodatno produbljuju klimatsku krizu i podrivaju
poverenje gradana u institucije, dok se glasovi lokalnih zajed-
nica, nauke i civilnog drustva sistematski marginalizuju. U kon-
tekstu iskustava regiona Zapadnog Balkana, gde je deregulaci-
ja vec dovela do brojnih nepovratnih Steta, Polekol upozorava
da Evropska unija ne sme krenuti tim putem. Umesto regresije,
zagovaramo doslednu primenu postojecih zakona, jacanje jav-
nog nadzora, ocuvanje prava na zdravu zivotnu sredinu i zasti-
tu vode i drugih prirodnih dobara kao javhog dobra, u interesu
sadasnjih i buducih generacija.
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Polekol’s reaction to the new set of
European Union measures

Polekol continues to point to the European Union's worrying
turn towards weakening environmental regulations under the
pretext of “simplification” and accelerating strategic invest-
ments. The announced deregulatory measures, aimed at fa-
cilitating the exploitation of critical raw materials, mining and
the development of energy-intensive technologies such as
artificial intelligence, represent a serious threat to ecosystems,
public health and democracy.

It is particularly problematic that the easing of environmental
impact assessment procedures and the revision of key EU di-
rectives on water, nature and industrial emissions are being
considered, thereby putting long-standing protection stan-
dards into the function of geopolitics and the interests of big
capital. Polekol opposes such exploitation logic, in which short-
term competitiveness is placed before the protection of natu-
ral resources and long-term sustainability.

Such trends further deepen the climate crisis and undermine
citizens' trust in institutions, while the voices of local communi-
ties, science and civil society are systematically marginalized.
In the context of the experiences of the Western Balkan region,
where deregulation has already led to numerous irreversible
damages, Polekol warns that the European Union must not go
down that path. Instead of regression, we advocate consistent
application of existing laws, strengthening of public oversight,
preservation of the right to a healthy environment and protec-
tion of water and other natural resources as a public good, in
the interest of current and future generations.

26.10.2025.

Podneli smo primedbe tokom ranog
javnog uvida u PPPN rudnog lezista
Coka Rakita u rejonu Crnog vrha

Skrenuli smo paznju na to da se podrucje planirano za rudnik
nalazi u neposrednoj blizini Parka prirode “Kucaj-Beljanica”,
koji je u postupku proglasenja za nacionalni park. U pitanju je
staniste brojnih zasticenih i ugrozenih vrsta, koje su verovatno
prisutne i na podrucju planiranom za rudnik. Buduci naciona-
Lni park je samo 3km udaljen od mineralnog lezista. Podrucje
zahvaceno predmetnim planom se, uz to preklapa sa buduc¢im
Natura 2000 podrucjima Crni vrh i Homoljske planine.

PPPN je sporan i zbog toga sto se oslanja na zastarele planove
viseg reda. “Opet se planiraju pojedinacna podrucja bez usvo-
jenog krovnog, strateSkog dokumenta na nivou Republike”,
naveli smo. "Plan se oslanja i na Regionalni prostorni plan za
podrucje Podunavskog i Branicevskog upravnog okruga, koji je
poslednji put preispitan 2015. godine, ali predvida vaznu obave-
zujucu odredbu zabranu instaliranja novih preradnih kapaciteta
(flotacije, topionice..) metalicnih ruda u blizini zasticenih pod-
rucja; Program zastite prirode RS koji je istekao 2023. godine i
radne verzije Strategije razvoja turizma 2020-2025, koja ce po
svemu sudeci prestati da vazi i pre nego sto bude usvojena.
Drugim rec¢ima, ne postoji nijedan stratesko-razvojni dokument
koji sagledava trenutne fizicko-ekoloske, ekonomske i socijalne
potrebe odredene teritorijalne jedinice, pa samim tim ne pos-
toje ni jasno definisani principi i ciljevi prostornog razvoja na
republickom ili administrativnom nivou”, istakao je Polekol u
primedbama.
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We submitted objections during the
early public inspection of the Special
purpose spatial plan of the Coka Rakita
ore deposit in the Crni Vrh region.

We drew attention to the fact that the area planned for the mine
is located in the immediate vicinity of the Kucaj-Beljanica Nature
Park, which is in the process of being declared a national park.
It is the habitat of numerous protected and endangered spe-
cies, which are probably also present in the area planned for the
mine. The future national park is only 3 km away from the mineral
deposit. The area affected by the subject plan also overlaps with
the future Natura 2000 areas Crni vrh and Homoljske planina.

SPSP is also controversial because it relies on outdated high-
er-order plans. “Again, individual areas are being planned with-
out an adopted umbrella, strategic document at the level of
the Republic”, we stated. “The plan also relies on the Regional
Spatial Plan for the area of the Danube and Branicevo Admin-
istrative Districts, which was last reviewed in 2015, but foresees
an important binding provision prohibiting the installation of new
processing capacities (flotation, smelting...) of metallic ores near
protected areas; the Nature Protection Program of the RS that
expired in 2023 and the working versions of the Tourism Devel-
opment Strategy 2020-2025, which apparently will cease to be
valid even before it is adopted. In other words, there is no strate-
gic-development document that takes into account the current
physical-ecological, economic and social needs of a certain ter-
ritorial unit, and therefore there are no clearly defined principles
and goals of spatial development at the republican or adminis-
trative level,"” stated Polekol in our remarks.
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Mediji

9.11.2025.

Iskra Krsti¢ - Interviju za Berliner
Gazette

Nasa Iskra Krsti¢ govorila je za Berliner Gazette tokom njihove
konferencije u Berlinu. U razgovoru je otvorila vazne teme, poput
onih kako se u Srbiji preplicu drustvena previranja i savremeni
geopoliticki i ekonomski pritisci.
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Iskra Krsti¢ - Berliner Gazette
interview

Our Iskra Krstic gave an interview for the Berliner Gazette
during their conference in Berlin. In the conversation, she
opened up about important topics, such as how social turmoil
and contemporary geopolitical and economic pressures are
intertwined in Serbia.
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